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Residents pool resources in yards

QARDEN
SPOT

Whon Lydia
Wallaco and her
family moved
into_their homo
in Birmingham
13 years ago,
they inherited a
large pond, ap-
proximately 80
by 60 feet.

y Tdhe ‘dhottom

v and  sides
o MARTY s are

clay, which had
FIGLEY abaorbed any

chemicals put on
the lawn and flower beds by previ-
ous owners, who had also used
many chemicals to maintain the

pond.

She didn't want to use chemi-
cals, preferting a natural arca to
encourage  wildlife. Now two.
thirds of tho surface of the water
is covered with aquatic plants
that reduce algae and weeds. An
serator runs automatically three
hours each day to keep movement
and prevent the water from be.
coming stagnant,

It has taken four or five years
for the chemicals to dissipate and
for Wallece to get the lilies, float.

ing hearts, morginal plants, emer-
genta (thoee helf in and half out
of the water) and other plants

growing.

Three feet of lawn around the
cdge hesn't been mowed to pro-
vido cover for emerging frogs and
as undercover for many. plants
that edge the pond and provide
color — blue, pink, purple, yellow
and white for much of the season
Agrimony, Swamp milkweed,
Jopanese iris, Drawf Cattail, Pen-
nywort and others. Ducks eat
seeds of rushes and burr reeds
provide a treat for waterfowl.

“What'a really neat about a
pond when you put fish in (sun-
fish, bluegills and chubs) you get
alot of wildlife,” Wallace said.

A greenback and a great blue
heron, a family of wood ducks,
kingfishers, a enowy owl have vis-
ited at one time or another, Dra-
gonflies, salomanders, toads,
bujlfrogs and green leopard frogs
are quite at home. As a biological
control for moaquitoes she uses
BT (bacilus thuringiensis) tab-
lets that don't harm other living
things.

“Never spray or fertilize your

lawn that Is close to a natural

pond where it can get sunoff, be-

cause nlgas bloom will form.”
Basically the arca is relatively
easy to maintain, She weeds, re-
moves unwanted plants such s
burra and small saplings and cuts
scedheads off planta to control

them,

Wallace, husband Richard and
family have enjoyed ell aspects of
their pond. When tho ico freczes,
it makes a handy skating rink!

Digging in

In Canton, Laura O'Neill
Mesger started a backyard pond
when she began digging a hole to
“keep my frustration level down”
through a divorce,

When it was six fect deep, she
decided to build a pond. She calls
it o “flooting pond” because it
heaves with the ground in the
winter, thus little winter damage.

She filled the hole with “any
piece of junk I could find" — bro-
ken concrete, etc, — then packed
it with builders sand and let it set
for two months. Tho sand settled
and made a solid base, Wolman.
{zed wood forms the back. Afer

Opportunities to improve
your home from the inside to
the outside will be plentiful at
the Fall Remodeling Show
opening Thursday, Sept, 30, at
the Novi Expo Center, I-96 and
Novi Road.

“The sizo of the show, the di-
veraity and quality of the exhib-
its make this a great show,”
said Fred Capaldi, president of
the non-profit Builders Assoct.
ation of Southeastern Michigan
and of Capaldi Building Co. in
Rochester Hills. BASM is the
sponsor of the event. “It's a
one-stop shopping opportunity
for everything you need for your
home and garden.”

The show will be open
through Sunday, Oct. 3. Hours
are 2-10 p.m. Thursdey-Friday,
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday, 10
am. to 8 p.m, Sunday. Admis.
son 18 85 for adults, $3 for chil-
dren pges 6-12 and seniors, free
for children under 6. Family
tickets for two adults and ac-
companying children are avail-

. ;Ig]e ’l}!- Farmer Jock/A&P for

coupons good opening doy are
available at all Frank’s Nuraery
& Craft stores, For more infor-
matlon, call 737.4478,

Members of the Metropolitan
Detroit Land A ati

-ture,

Home improvement ideas shown

windows, yard/garden furni-
remodeling, arts and
crafts, decorative accessories,
pets, electronics, heating, cool-
In;gandpplinncos.

i

will display gardens, and home-
owners will be able to buy ever-
greens, shrubs, petenninls and
chrysanthemums at the Nur.
sery Sale. Artistic Lawn Main.
tenance of Farmington Hills is
among the firms creating gar-
dens, The nuraery sale will in-
clude stock from Eaton Nursery
of West Bloomfield and other
firma.

Lawn care workehops will be
conducted by NBC-TV'’s “To-
day Show" gardening commen-
tator Jeff Ball, and visitors may
ask questions at his “Yardening
Academy’ sponsored by
Frank’s Nursery & Crafts.

Many exhibitors will alse be
oft‘::rinx shoyv specLlnlu to the

may view expert
demonatrations on decorating,
home repair and remodeling,
visit the “Home Show Pet
Show” anchored by Pet Sup-
plics Plus and win prizes in the
Treasure Chest Contest. Con-
test prizes include a Schrock
cherry vanity from Kitchens by
Lenore & Richards of Birming-
ham and a karaoke system rent-
al from Laserland of Novi,

Youngsters may visit with a
purple dinosaur Oct. 2-3 at
Church's Lumber Yards, pick
up coloring sheets on pet care
topics at the Michigan Humane
Society and see a “Bamey” vi-
nyl wallpaper border at the
Knoppows exhibit,

BASM nllao  sponsors the In.

Almost 200 exhibits will pro-
vide a one-stop shopping oppor.
tunity and include the latest
products, technologies and ser-

vices for kitch baths, doors,

Home,
Flower, Furniture Show at the
Cobo-Conference  Exhibition
Center and the Spring Home
and Garden Show at the Novi
Expo Center.

sctting the boarda in holos, she
cemented between each one, add.
ed wire mesh to the “wall” front
and back, then painted it.

She comented the sides and
bottom of the pond, using a trawel
and sometimes her hands, to get
the cement smooth.

The seashell-shaped pond con-

tains a figure of a girl standing on

a tall pedestal and serves as a wa- {7

ter fountain while providing
sound a8 well as visual interest.
A hose directs water to provide

oxygen and e filter also is used.

Plants are artistically arranged
and are growing in pota that are
weighted with rocks. The pots are
stuffed into the foot of old nylon
hoae so that tho nylon covers the
outside of the pat up to the rim.
‘This keeps tho dirt lovel at & min-
imum and is unobstrusive.
Boston ferns, papyrus grass,
caladium, ribbon grass and an
umbrella plant are removed in the
fall and taken indoors, along with
a water hyacinth. The hyacinth
spreads rapidly and Messer buys
a new one cach year. She adviscs
this as a first plant for beginners.
Waterlilies ond an arrowhead

Southfield site of antiques show

The Southficld Pavilion An-
tiques Exposition will take place
Fridoy-Sunday, Oct. 1-3, st the
Southfisld Clvic Center, 26000
Evergreen at 10-%4 Mile.

Hours are 2-9 p.m. Friday, noon
to 8 p.m. Saturday and noon to &
pa. Sunday. Admission is $4

CCS sets music ensemble auditions

The Center for Creative Studies
announces suditions for muaic
ensembles sponsored by the
Mitch Albom Dream Fund.

Established in 1990, the fund
wos created by award-winning
Detroit Free Press columnist
Mitch Albom through proceeds
from annual g lebri

ome,

are set in three inches of water
Into alarge, deep bucket, mulched
heavily up to the rim of the buck.
et and set in a protected area of
the yard to overwinter.

When fresh water is necessary,
it sets 24 hours before the Kol are
returned.

Last summer Laura and Jack

with ads or listings of the event,

regular. One paid admssion s
good for all three days of the
show, Children age 12 and under
admitted free.

The event has becn called
Michigan’s most exciting and im-
portant antiques show and sale. A

sic and Dance, 200 E. Kirby in
Detroit.

‘The ensembles, audition times

and who may audition, are:

Children's choir, 2:30 p.

urday, Sept, 25, ages 7.10; CCS

Noontime Chorus, noon Monday,

Sept. 27, adlal;s: small classical
r Wodnead,

ports
roasts, Qualified atudents are eli-
gible for ble scholarships as

:30 p.m,
Sept. 29, ages 1117 and adults;
T ble. 6

aresult.

For scholarship information
and to schedule an audition, call
the School of Music at 872.3118,
Ext. 619, All auditions will take
place at the CCS-Institute of Mu-

jazz p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 29, ages 15
through adult; and youth choir, 6
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 30, ages 11+

The children’s and youth choirs
involve voice training and ensem-

o
-

Mamty
Personal pend: Lydia Wallace has cultivated and encour.
aged a pond, plants and wildlife at her Birmingham
h

Meeser were married at this love.
1y site.

Marty Figley is an advanced
master gardener bosed in' Bir-
mingham, You can lecve her a
message by dialing 953-2047 on @
touch-tone phone, then her mail- -
boz number, 1859, Her fox number -
i 644-1314. B

diverse selection of fine Ameri-
can, European and Oriental an.
tiques and fine art will be fea.
tured. Antiques dealers from
across the country, noted authors » *
and nationally known experts will « |
exhibit and sell thelr antiques |
collectione. Food and pal
will be available.

v

ble singing. Both choirs present
public performances, The CCS
Noontime Chorus involves choral ..
singing for mixed volces of tradi- :
m:m:] and contemporary repers -
toire,

Small classical ensembles in- .
volve coaching and rehearsal for |
trios and quarteta of standard and ;
mised instrumentation. Recital:
and master classes are included.
The jazz performance ensemble
involves development of perform
d ensemble techniques
and presentation of differen
styles including rhythm, son
forms and blues,
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Does your home improvement
-work always come out less than

perfect? Classified can save time, ~

the ‘professionals—people who

), money and frustration

Pby helping you find

know the best way to handle your

improvement job and carry it out to

perfection. The right people for
the job are just a phone call away.

Check with CIassiﬁt:d first, and get

the job done right.
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