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Dial M for masonry

The Livonia-based Masonry Institute of Michi.
gan will celebrate M-Day with a rostrum of speak-
ers and a product exposition Thuredasy, Oct. 14, at
the Sheraton Oaks, Novl,

M-Day speakera are:
& Lynn R. Lauersdorf, chief of the bureau of ar-
chitecture, architectural services section, state of
Wismnnln. Thz topie will be "vacnmlve and

of
I Lucas E. Pfelffenberger, consultant to the con-
crete masonry and Hghtweight aggregate industry
in Alpena. He will speak on “Quality Control
Checka 1n Manufacturing Concrete Masonry

quality control for O" Ncul Construction, Ann Ar-
bor. She will address “The Tatal Qunllty Ap-
proach to Masonry Construction.”
8 Jacob W. Ribar, senfor principal masonry cval-
uatlon enmnecr. etructurnl enginccrmg depart-
ment for C T
Skokie, Ill., speaking on "Everythlng You Wanted
to Know About Mortar and Grout."

Registration starts at 7:30 o.m., followed by the
firat seminar at 8:30 a.m. The program enda at
43 15 pan. l’nllowed by recaptmm

an can be
obtained by caliing the Masonry Institute, 458-

4.

Kitchen duty

Crentinx a Kitchen that Reflects Your Home's
Decor,” a kitchen design seminar, will be be held
3.4:30 p.m, at the Livonia Ethan Allen store,
15700 Middlebelt. Call 261.7780 for rescrvations.

Homes of steel

tions in residential construction will be the topic
of a meeting nl‘the Builders Ausoclutlon of
Southeastern ) 6-8:30 p.m. ¥

Call 737.4477.

Operation condo

‘Wayne State University's College of Lifelong

Lcnmlnzwlll offer o class on the introduction to

1 condominium operation
taught by Robert Meisner, attorney . und Qbserver
& Eccentric columnist, Offered at two sites, the
class ot Groves High School, Birmingham, will be
held for five Thursdays beginning Qct. 14, The
class at Heritoge Junior High in Sterling Hnlghu
begins Nov. 11,

Meisner'a topics include: legal and fiduclary re-
apongibilities of directors and officers; potential
liability Incurred by directors and officers and
state statutcs gaverning condominiums. Guest
speakers will supplement the lecturcs,

Fec i $150 for a board member or representa-
tive, $100 for an additional person from the same
organization and senior citizens. To regiater, call
65774665,

Units,
W Elizabeth Rhine Baird, architect and director of

Information on ateel products and their applica-
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Old-world bullders: Joe Gurka and Vlasta Siler specialize in spacious, historic villas like this one
of some 13,000 square feet on 3% acres in Bloomfield Township.

utlders craft mansions to last

B Builders of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra
showcase house combined old world craftsmanship

with new world features, Some 30,000 people will
view the house, and most likely there won't be 2
buyer among them,

By DouG FUNKE
BTAFP WRITER .

Joe Gurka and Vlasta Siler, Bloom.
field Township builders, specialize in
large chateaus, villas and Tudors that
carry seven-figure prico tags,

That's fairly unusual in and of it-
self, What's oven rarer is that the
husband-and.wife team always has a
spec model in process,

Gurka and Siler's most recent man-
sion nearing completion and wnltlng
for a buyer, Villa

Under construction for three years,
the model contains five bedrooms
with their own baths, a four-room
master suite, nine ﬁmplnccs. agreat
room, family room/solarlum, a li-
brary, music/reception room, formal
dIning room, billiards room, game
room, medin room, plus a pair of at-
tached two-car garagea.

It can all be youra for $2.9 million.

“The house i8 80 unique, we offer
so much valus,” said Siler, a design

some 13,000 squaro feet of living
space on 3% acres overlooking Lower-
Long Lake in Bloemﬁnld Township.

Opulence:
Nine fire-
places, intri-
cate plaster
work, trim
and wall
treatments
radiate class
in the Villa
Baronna.

falist. “It's a lot of money, but
g!il! al good deal for the person who
uys

. “They 'r0 designed to look llke lhey

have been standing o long time and
(still) have all the modern conveni.
ences,” she said. “We like to strive for
permanency, stoy around and be en.
Joyed for a long time, centuries.”
Gurka tends to the construction de-

tails,

“I build so someone walks in and
says, ‘This is one of a kind, I've never
seen anything like this,’ * he said.
“My second goal I8 preservation of
arts and cralts, to bring European
culture for those who can afford it
here."

Fine touches — plaster, tile treat-
ments, moldings and doors — can be
found throughout. Smooth-cut lime-
stone blocks on the facade give the
villa a stately sppearance.

Originally from Czechoslovakia,
Gurka und Siler have duvcl upcd an

style manstons, They've finished
about a dozen since moving to Michi-
gan from Callfornin eight years ago.

The least expenslve sold for $1.4
milllon,

Several other apec houses sold fair-
ly quickly at completion, Gurka said.
“Houses don't sell duﬁng construc.
tion. People want to see.”

Potential buyers who qualify finan-
clally and who might be interested in
that lifestyle somehow seem to gravi-
tate to them by word of mouth, Gurka

sald.

“We build them and they (buyera)
come along. We don't market. A cor-
porate owner can afford it, maybe a
bank president, famous sports per-
sonality, doctors.”

Neither Gurka nor Ser believe
they go out on a limb when they build

for and in
large, buraninl French and British-

See HOUSE, 2F

Home theater
sound suffers

* AP — Sophisticated video equipment avall-
able is capable of bringing theater-like quality
into a consumer'’s home, But no aspect of set-
ting up a home theater.is more misunderstood
than the sound portion of the performance.
While surround-sound has the power to pro-
duce a theater-like environment, it is often de-
feated by the user, nccording to Video Maga-

zine. .

First of all, the speakers don't have to cost a

lat of money. Their location is what's most im.
portant. While the performance of the highest-
priced npcukum can h- ruined by impmper]oca-
tion, a up of
placed properly can pmducn excellent sound.
- The Dolby Pro-Logic surround-sound system
dividea the sound into four separate channels
— le ght, center and rear. Location of the
speakers carrying the left, right and center
channels usually isn't a problem becauso the
sound carried by these channels ia supposed to
bo highly directional,

For le, tho voice of
in the conter of the screen will ba carrled by the
‘centor channel. Something happening to the
left, will bo handled by the lef speaker, ote.

. Location of the speakers carrylng the rear
channel is whore the probloma start, The rear
‘speakers should not be located directly behind
).hn Ustener and pointed dircctly ot the listener.

"The job of the roar speakers in a-surround-
eound system js to proditce broad disporsion of -
‘sound. Ideally, the sound carried by rear spoak-
‘ers should geom to come from all directions, but
‘no single direction. Speakers placed behind or
directly vo the aide of the listener and pointed
directly at the listener will produce sound that
»eoms to coms from theso locations — and
tbcu are not sound moves.

. Instoad, the apeakers carrying the roar chan-
el can bo mounted high on the aide walls, and -
simed at the back wall, Or thoy can be placed a
bit lower on tho side walls and almed at the
ceiling, Or thoy can be positloned high on the
back wall and aimed at the side walls,

Bayberry Park

Livonia’s Newest

From 117 990

Stngle-Famtly Hving with Condamlnlum advantages!

3 Great Modlels
Col Is, Cape Cods,
+ 5 Fabulous Home Designs
« First floor laundry
* Ceramic tifed bath
« Brick on four sides
* Attached 2 car garage
« Fully Landscaped/Sprinkler
+ Full basecment
* 30 day occupancy

CLOSED THURS. ».

5227444

*Wih New Home Purchase Contracts » Expiees 973093

* Siduniry garges
+ Ciry sictewalks

NOVI §

For more
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These n-e just a few of
the many im rculvc
- architect:

your lt...

A n - ¢




