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" Bed, breakfast and bygone days

By SUE Buck
STAF? WRITER

Once the home of the Lone
Ranger and of Orville Botsford, a
Greek Revival house is cxpected
to become the Formingten area’s
firat bed and breakfast.

New owners David and Char.
lene Fromme of Southfield also
hope that the home, located on
Locust Drive, will gain final ap-
proval for entry into the Farming-
ton Hilla historic district.

The Frommes recently bought
the home from Farmingten public
sofety Officer Carl Swanderski,
who wented & malntenance-free
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“We're making changes,” Char- ouse on La-
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One of several changes is add- first Farm-

ing a bathroom to each bedroom ington-area

to insure guest privacy. They will bed and
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house for a flower gorden appro- breakfast.

printe to the period and location,

The home is located in an iso-
lated area accessible by Shiowas-
see, east of tho Farmington Ceme.
tery. A nameplate will be added to
assist travelers,

The home ia situated between
two Indian trails which once
crossed the Farmington arce —
the Grand River and the Shiawas-
see Indian Trails.

The Grand River Trail linked
Fort Pontchartrain in Detroit
with settloments of the Ottawa
Indians at the Grand River. The
Shiawassee Trail branched off
and meandered., The course of the
old Shinwnesee Trall traverses
the rear of the property.

Curiously, the land sits in two  trict commission.
communltfie;;}; Tgeinmuller px:irt{gn David Fromme ia a nntiv;: olf a Lu’;: Ranger at ‘Y’xgz B
— port of the drivewny and the Delaware town with a population ¢ more noted Brace Beemer,
septic field — is in Farmington. of whose “Hiiil-Yo, Silver” en- vered or plcked up by the bag or yard

The area remaining, including the
house, sits in Farmington Hilla.
The Frommes intend to live in
the home while it serves as a bed
and breakfast. By Farmington
Hills Zoning Board of Appeals re-
striction, the Frommes will only
be allowed to operate the bed and
breakfast on weekends. Daily use

. would constitute a motel or hotel

use, the ZBA snld.
The ZBA also restricted the

" Frommes to no more than three

couples at a time and asked that a
turnnround be provided in case
someone misses the house, insur-

ing that customers don’t tumn
around in a neighbor's drivewny.

The two-story, single family
home did not require rezoning, ac-
cording to Lee Blizman, of the
zoning department. It sits an 1.3
neres. Tentatively, its slogan is
“A Step Back to Yesterday.”

A public hearing will take place
in November by the histeric dis-

3,000.

“The homes there ranged from
the revolutionary period, forward,
concentrating in the Victorian pe-
riod,” Fromme said in a lctter.
“Since I moved to Michigan 26
years 0go, I have missed this kind
of atmosphere, (Wife) Charlenc, a
native Michigander, and I have
traveled the U.S. and Canada

staying at bed and breokfosts to.

recapture some of that charm of
the past. Wo have becomo firm
advocates of bed and breakfasts
ns the most enjoyable way to trav-
ell and of meeting interesting peo-
ple”

Fromme I8 also pho-

tos that anyone might have of the
home, Call him at 336-0839,

“If ever there were communities
to enjoy, the Farmingtons mect
the ceiterin,” Fromme said.

Earle Graser, the original Lone
Ranger, owned the home during
the late 19308 and ecarly 1940s.
For 10 years, Graser was the firat

thralled 10-year-olds for scveral
decades, was announcer for the
popular program, according to
historical information.

When Graser was killed in an
automobile accident in April
1941, Beemer stepped into the
role. Graser, 32, was five blocks
from home when he struck a
patked truck-trailer early onc
morming when he wos returning
home. He was survived by wife
Jeane and year-old daughter Ga-
briel,

The Grasers dated the home to
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GARDEN CENTER & BULK MATE
For The Homeow and Cc 7

NATURAL FIELD STONE « BOULDERS » FLAGSTONE
+ STEPPERS » TREES » SHRUBS « FERENIALS

Retalnlng Wall Systems and Paver Bricks |

42750 GRAND RIVER ¢ NOVI
P> (Betw. Novl. Rd. & Meadowbrook}

349-8500

A CHEAP PRICE
. ON CHEAP CARPET
IS A CHEAP DEAL.

Welcom
RIGHEAGLE

| Outlet
NOW OPEN AT
WONDERLAND
MALL
American Eagle Outfitters 1st Michigan Ouet Store joins
Montgomery Wards, Targer, Service Merchandise,

Gantos Boutique, AMC 6 Theatres, “EatonPlace” Food Court
and over 110 shops for your convenience,

Mall Hours Monday - Saturday 10 am to 9 pm
Sunday Noon to 5 pm
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Bueeause it's carpet you don’t wont, End runs, remnants, no-name mills, Easily stoined. wasily
womn-oul, @ At AR Kromer we believe in providing veluo, ond thet mesns greal prices
That's A.R. Kuamer,

an quality carpet. The best caepet, the best senvice, the best prices in lown,
: & And right now at AR, Kramer you con sove 20-40% on Karaston ond Bigelow Wear-Dated
WeorDated Carpots are backed by the bust waranly |
in the business. @ So the next time you hear someons tatling you how cheap thoir carpet is.
Anow Ihat they'te prubably telling the truth, And know that the smant choice is AR, Krames.

Carpets. Booutiful todoy, b

 WONDERLAND

Because. when il comes (o great prices on quality carpet, A.R. Kramer s the only stare in lown,

NOW, SAVE 20 TO 40% ON KARASTAN AND BIGELOW CARPETS

Blgglow L Located at the comer of
: ~) Plymouth &
S WEARTATED AR Kamer [Toortng Ngmdtary St Middlebelt Rds.
: CARPET | Y
| A.R. KRAMER + MIDDLEBELT ROAD BETWEEN 5 AND 8 MILE IN LIVONIA * 522.5300 - \ i P (313) 522-4!(_)0




