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Approve waiver

Residents can

1 less than a week, voters in the Clarence-

ville School District, which includes the

B southcast corner of Farmington Hills, will
" decide whether to let school taxes rise fast-

¢r that the rate of inflation by waiving the tax

rollback as required by the Headlee Tax Limi.

heduled

The election is on Monday, Oct. 4.

Because a Headlee waiver will result in high-
er taxes, that's exactly what the ballot language
will propose — to restore taxes by increasing
the limit of the levy that can be collected.

The Observer recommends a YES vote on the
waiver proposal because the increase will be
less than 1 mill, collected for one year, and will

restore losses

Security) costs that the state paid last year. Fi-
nally, when General Motors won a property as-
sessment appeal in Pontiac, the Oakland Inter-
mediate District lost $6 million in income and
spread the cost among all its member districts,
of which Clarenceville is one. Clarenceville's
share of the cost was $87,000.

The income loss and added FICA and bill-
back costs for one year total $454,500. Obvious.
ly, approval of the waiver won't make up the
shortfall, The rest will come from the reserve
fund and maintaining budget cuts already insti-
tuted.

If the waiver is defeated, six teachers now on
o one-semester contract will be laid off to cut
$181,600 from the budget, and other cuts will be

prevent serious prog cuts next
without providing extra money for contract ne-
gotiations,

The propesal would increase the district’s
levy by 0.9872 mills (almost 99 cents per $1,000
State Equalized Valuation) for a total opera-
tional lovy of 41.33 mills. The waiver, ilap-
praved, would give Clarenceville an additional
$231,649.

The additional cost to residents in the dis-
trict would be about $29 a year for the owner of
a $60,000 housc, about $39 a year for the owner
of a $80,000 house, and almost $49 a year for the
owner of a $100,000 house. I{ the waiver request
is defeated, the homeowners would save these
same amounts,

‘The district wants the additional income be-
cause of three circumstances beyond the control
of the administration and school hoard. First,
the Michigan Legislature during the pest two

years has taken away adult education income of
$435,000 — an average of $217,500 annually.
.Last month the Michigan Legislaturc ordered
_Clarenceville to pay $150,000 in FICA (Social

1, The results will be cuts in the early

childhood program and the likelihood of reduc.
ing the middle schoo! day from seven periods to
six periods.

The Headlee Amendment requires school
districts to reduce its operating tax rate when-
ever property values increase faster than infla-
tion. The reduction cnsures that taxes go up no
faster than the rate of inflation — without a
vote of the taxpayers. ,

To keep the tax rate the same as last year,
local taxpayers must say OK by voting to waive
the Headlee rollback requirements,

The Observer urges a yes vote on Oct. 4 be-
cause the increase is just $3 to $4 a2 month, be.
cause the increase is only for one year, because
the loss of income is not Clarenceville’s fault,
and because the additional income will be used
only to retain programs. Passage also gets
Clarenceville through the next fiscal year and
will provide stability while Lansing comes up
with a fi ing al ive(s) to the

Will it work?

- ki
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Funding plan: On Tuesday Gov. John Engler will announce his new plan for fund-
ing education, which is said to no longer include a voucher plan. But recent events
left him besieged by reporters and guests at this week’s Canton Economic Club

urrently the policy is that teachers must

Unemployment solutions

c be notified 60 days prior to the end of the
school year if they are going to be laid off.

‘They can begin collecti: entat the

meeting. For our view of voucher systems, see our editorial on this page.

refused heroic measures. Does it make sense to
spend $2 million on 2,000 MRI head scans
when they turn up only one ancurysm that
medicine can do anything for? Is your headache
worth $2 million? Mine isn't.

So let's get on with the debate, Let your con-

end of the schoo! year,
If they are hired back or get anather full-time
position in the fall, they get three months of
) that is basically a bonus. This

is wrong.
With the unsettled condition of school fi-

tax.

Special groups
he worst school reform idea floating
) ? around Michigan these days is called
“youcher.” Under it, state school aid
- would “follow the pupil” to his or her choice of
 school — local public, neighboring public, pri-
vate or church-related school.
. The voucher plan is not to be confused with
: #schools of choice,” a concept limited to public
schools. The voucher plan would mean a break-
through for special interests who long have lust-
. ed to get their hands on taxpayer dollars.
! Michigan voters in 1970 said no to the vouch-
_er plan, then called "parochiaid,” by {firm 3-2
¢ margin. At that time, voters amended the con-
* stitution, flatly prohibiting state aid to non-
public schools. The voucher interests tried
again in 1978 and were gunned down by a more
emphatic 3-1 margin.
They're at it again with a new theme, Instead
. of a raid on our tax dollars, they're calling it
« “competition” — that is, making public schools
* compete for students with private schools.
The chief tactic is a non-atop, vitriolic attack
. on public educntion — state curriculum laws,
* superi | and ially the teach
There are many other reasons the babble
. ahout “voucher” ought to be halted:
' B Voucher is a Trojan horse for any zany cult
. that wants to indoctrinate kids with an ethno-
. centric curriculum or bigoted idea about relig-
- jon.
;. B Under a voucher system, we'll sce an explo-
+ sion of spending on colorful brochures, TV ads

seek vouchers

and billboards to Jure kids from one school to
another. They call it “marketing,” but we call it
wastelul hype.

B Private schools always can demonstrate good

{ng, this could be a costly problem in the
spring when a large number of teachers could be
laid off. This would have a negative cffect an
Farmi fi because our loy
ment is aelf financed. Both Jocal teacher con-
tracts and state laws should be changed to clim-
inate this inequity.

Possible solutions:
8 Pay all teacher salaries on a 12-month basis
with unemployment starting on the first day of
the new year when unemployment really starts,
u Cl‘mngo the state law so teachers collect un-

results by ski. off the best appli s and
leaving the problem cases to public schools.

B Private schools can admit the affluent who
are able to supplement state vouchers with pri-
vate bankrolls, Poorer kids can be left out —
and will have fewer dollars in their public
schools.

‘The high pressure for a voucher system
comes at o bad time for Michigan schools —
just as they are making breakthroughs in ac-
countability (annual reports), state-endorsed

dipl testing in probl lving rather
than multiple-choice guesswork, better tenure
laws.

There always will be a place for private and
hurch-related schools, Michi their
right to exist, their free speech, their tax-free
status, their building safety and their zoning
status,

Michigan was 26th of the 50 states to be ad-
mitted to the Union but first to declare a freo
education as a right and to make providing that

] ion a legialative ibility. Qursisa
proud, practical and patriotic tradition, Those
who use slick code words like “voucher" and
“competition” would do education more harm
than good.

CommuniTY VOICE

QUESTION:
What's your
opinion on na-
tional heailth
| care?
" | Weasked this
i | questionat the A S e ;
» | Famington Ithink It's a “The govemment | 'maliforit,t | ‘Whenanem-
. | tranchofthe good thing. Is golng to pay willteke timeto | ployee gets clos-
X Community Li- You’ll probably for it. The gov- getitdownto er to retirement
brary. have to make emmentis us where we'ra real. -| age, theystartto
some changes in | and we're going iy efficient, Wo're | pressure him
it. | think It will toenduppaying | tho only major with buyout
ass,’ for It In the tong country that packages to
Gono Witkerson | run.’ . doasn’t have na- | - Save the costs of
Farmington Hilis . AlbortRoo | tionalmedicing, | future heaith
Farmington Miiton Balln | care benefits.
Farmington Mary LaCrolx
Northville

p at the start of the
new year when unemployment really starts not
at the end of the current year when unemploy-
ment now starts.
& Lot teachers collect unemployment as they
currently do, but change the state law and have
the teachers repay unemployment if they get a
full-time job in the fall, In the '80s auto workers
had to repay TRA money they received when
they returned to work. '

1 realize teacher

g le know what you feel, yes, but more
importantly, pressure them to act.

Eugenc Sprow, Farmington Hills
————

Speaking out .

n 1966, I was opposed to the war in Viet-
I nam. In 1989, I waa opposed to the cancel-
lation of the on-site senior citizen adult ed-
ucation clasaes, In 1993, I am opposed to an -
cight foot wide concrete bike path being carved
out through the lovely vistas along Farmington
Roud, .

In the first cause, politicians knew “right”
was on their side, and thousands of innocent
people died. In the sccond cause, the Farming-
ton Board of Education killed the dreams of
senior residents who only wanted a high school
diploma.

In the third cause, not only will the natural
beauty of the area be destroyed, but forcing

to cross busy Farmi Road at
the Heri Park d their
lives,

To label Farmington Road area residents
“cantankerous ones” in the Observer's Sept. 23
ditorial becauso they verbalized their dissent.

will

tion iz a complex and emotional issuc and my
suggestions are not complete but something
should be done. I don’t want to continue hear-
ing about h lecti Il
and then going back to work full time in the fall.

1 would like something initiated at the state
level and in local teacher contracts to avoid this
overpayment in the future, Please direct up-
dates to the undersigned,

Bill Stleber, Farmington Hills

Health care sacrifice
he Clinton Health Plan should be called
what it really is: The Sacrificial Health
Plan. There are sacrifices in it for every-
one: for both doctors and patients; for rich,
poor, and middle class; for big ics and

ing opinions at a recent city council meeting is
certainly offensive to anyone who believes in
the Firat Amendment right of free speech.

In addition, “The Attitude' of these citizens,
many who are elderly, simply reflects their ap-
precigtion and dedication to the natural beauty
of the arca, as well as their concern for the safe.
ty of those who will use this proposed bike path.

Agreeing with the majority does not make an
issue correct, nor does agreeing with a political
Lody make an issuc right. Perhaps the editor of
the Farmington Observer has fatled to learn the
history of Farmington and about the values of
the Quaker settlers. Their opposition to slavery
was contrary to the position of many people and
to that of the government.

Today, we are proud of the efforts of these
individuals who stooed up for their belicfs.
Would thcso‘fuunding fuglmrg qnd moathers of

llittle ones; and yes, even for insurance compa-
nies,

This is not said facetiously. I think it's a
great idea. The egalitari h. D
cy at its best. Everybody pays and overybody
benefits. Medical care for everyone, but with
constraints.

Nobody gots it for frea unless they'ro desti-
tute. Everyone contributes somothing. Incen-
tives to stay healty. A new focus on prevention,
A willingness on everyone's part to contributo a
little something for the health of athers, Pay
something now to prevent thoee quarter-mil-
lion-dollar promature babies with a quartes’s .
worth of prenatal care.

Yes to freo condoms to anyone who asks, Yes
to rationing. Lot's all contribute to the debate,
but then agree to some rational ground rules,
and then live by them whon it’s our turn to be

our o
and possessing an “attitude" for taking an un-
popular position?

Perhaps if the city council were more con-
cerned with the citizens and not looking toward
the November 2 election, the residents of Farm-
ington Hills would also be better informed
about the safoty hazards and difficulties associ-
ated with the proposed bike path.

Instend of informing tho citizens, it now ap-
pears that a concerted public relations effort is
being undertaken to quiet a vocal minority.

Hi , this individual will not be sil
by a poorly infc d city editor or ing pol-
{ticians who wish the issucs of ecology and safe-
ty would be silenced until a concrate blight has
becn laid on top of the lovely lush landscapes
and little children are forced to run for their
lives across busy Farmington Road.

Ji fe E, Allon, Farml

Hills
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