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. POINTS OF VIEW

We must look beyond trends for tax reform

I read with interest the suggestions
made by Leonard Weems of Farming.
ton Hills regarding replacing achool
funds lost to property tax reform in the
Sept. 16 “lotters” column,

While I believe Mr. Weems is a rea.
sonable and well-meaning member of
our community, I feel he has failed to
accurately assess the situation, If 1
may, please allow me to respond to
somo of his suggestions.

1 do not believe that voters desperate
for tax relicf could be persuaded to ac.
cept a higher sales tax. Further, what
would be the ramifications on the poor
who would be paying more for everyday
goode and services that they can
scarcely afford now and on aales figures
for husineases who gell high-ticket
items like appliances and automa-
biles?
While it is “on trend” today to bash
smokers and the tobacco industry, let’s
examine the reality of this position:
R.J. Roynolds just announced today
that they are laying.off 10 percent of
their workforce and the cigarette price
wars have begun in earneat,
Sin taxes not new

Cigarettes and aleohol have already

products
accounts
ing theso

*fita lost,
It is pos

a settlem

been hit hard by so-called sin taxes.
Are we going to tax these industri:
of existence?

‘What will become of the displaced
workers and how will we make up for
the tax revenue lost by their unemploy-
ment? How will this impact the om-
ployment stability of import-export, in-
surance, restaurants, convenience
stores, trucking, ete.?

Regarding the taxing of pop and soft
drinks we need to conaider that many
families facing economic hard times
will cense buying this item asitisnota
dietary necessity. If non-essential

their sale, does this not also causca
{oss of fobs?

As the current pay scale for teachers

out-of-pocket will only facilitate the
need for salary increases due to bene-

reduced benefits could result in dis-
trict-wido strikes thus deprivingstu-
dents of the right to an education until

out

successful and cost-effective,

]

ly $

are taxed at a level that deters

for benefits received, requir-
individuals to pay benefits
profcasfon.

ssible that implementation of

ent is reached.

Have teachers pay

1t is also possibla that requiring
teachers to pay for their own retire-
ment benefits may exacerbate the al-
ready difficult task of luring qualified
individuals into an often under-paid

Eliminating the 562 achool districts
wauld cause a significant level of local
jobs loat while bursting the seams of an
‘already bloated state government.

1f you think it s difficult to resolve
educational issucs at a local level, can
you imagine the scope of the prok
trying to do this at the state level?

Employers’ role

training itself.

Perhaps a better course of action
waould be to consolidate districta based
upon geographic proximity, This would
minimize job loss and maximize util-
ization of existing facilities. In some
arens, coneolidations have been very

‘While I agree that the present school
calendar year is outdated and should
be changed to better reflect the necds
of today, to extend the achool year to
240 days at cight houra per day would
mean an increase in the school budget
of approxi 2 billion, If the cur-
rent $6 billion budget is problematic,
$8 billion is nearly impossible.

With the rising cost of higher cduca-
tion and the limited economic means
of many families, college educations
have become a luxury few can afford.

Perhaps we should look to the future
employers of these students to contrib-
ute to the benefits they have'for so long
enjoyed. This contribution, however,
should not only be measured in terms
of dollars, but alse in curriculum de-

1 i and the actual

Perhops the following scenario
would benefit all parties concerned:
implementation of an extended schodl
year with time-sharing arrangements™,
between the school system and the -2,
business world.

This would shorten the number of
hours per day for teachers (thus elimiz-
nating solary disputes with the -
unions), and allow for businesses to =~
provide “real world” training for credit.

1 do realize, however, that the burden
cannot be carried by businesses alonge
and suggest that we also look to the ==
wealth of talented individuals within™
the community itself,

We cannot shift tax burdens from !~
one pocket to another. True reform is™"*
only possible when tho system is anas=* }
lyzed in its aggregata form and fraud;’
waste, nbuse, and mismanagement ar
eliminated. ‘

Requesting a budget for what we *~~
want/need is not practical, Using what
we already have in an efficient mannez:
j& not only practical, it is essential.

Jill Rodabaugh, a Farmington Hills
resident works for the Merit Group, a
local consulting service.
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LETTERS

County Dems offer

solutions
would like to reply to.James Hardin's letter
of Sept. 23 in which he accused Demoerats
on the Oakland County Board of Commis.
sloners of constantly finding fault with Repub.
licans without offering constructive remedies.
1n regard to “finding fault,” the role of the
board of commissioners is to be a check and

In terms of “constructive remedies,” these are
just a few examples of Democratic actiona:

1. Although Democrats have tried to reduce
the county annual millage rate for the past sev-
eral years — to reflect the county’s financial
surplus and reduce property taxes — the major-
ity party has rejected each attempt.

2. After trying for 10 years to climinate the
county executive's private $1 million police
force {safety division), Democrata finally suc-
ccvdgﬁi in 1991,

balance on the executive and judicial L h
of county government. We are not elected to be
rubber stamps.

3. after a decade of trying, were
successful in 1992 in reducing the county's ex-
tensive private pasaenger fleet.

Special interests put lock
on changes in education

ou people in Michigan deserve a lot of

credit,” said the man at the resort, put.

ting down his gin and tonic with an ad-
miring smile. “You blew away the entire proper-
ty tax] Now you can get something serious
done!”

Ever since the Legislature this summer obli-
terated the property tax supporting public
schools, virtually every Michiganian I have
met has said much the same thing.

In part, it's people looking for a subject to
start a conversation, But behind their slightly

ised admiration lurks an t public
perception about our politics.

Maost people now believe it takes a full-blown
crisis to force our paralyzed political system to

act,

Why? Evidence, for one.

In Michigan, for example, our politicians
have been dithering about achool financing fora
quarter of a century.

During this period, property taxes have
soared, per-pupll funding differences between
districts have grown, total spending has shot up
and our kids still leave school Jargely unpre-
pared for the competitive world of work.

And what have we received from our political
leaders? Wringing of hands and flapping of
gums; that's about all.

‘Why is this so? Blame the system.

Because they regard holding office as their
life’s profession, our politicians are terrified of
doing anything that might make anybody mad
— which means they're scared of doing nea rly
anything.

More to the point, the political system isin-
fested throughout by specinl intercats acting
through lobbyista who grease the permanent re-
election campaigns with contributions. In re-
turn, they demand a veto when something
comes up that affects their turfs.

In tho case of the schools, the interlock of the
spocial Interests is so total as to carn the nick-
name “the [ron Quadrilateral.” It worka like
this:

In one corner are the teachors unions, whose
interest in tho status quo is matched by the
school i ! and their fzat
in the accond corner.

Both these comnera ar connected to the third,
solidly dominated by more than 500 locally
elocted schoo! boards In tho state. And all threo

M Because they regard holding
office as thelrlife’s profession,
our politiclans are terrifled of
dolng anything that might make
anybody mad — which means
they're scared of doing nearly
anything. More to the polnt, the
political system Is infested
throughout by special Interests
acting through lobbylsts who
grease the permanent re-election
campalgns with contributions.

school books and other instructional materials,
whose profits are most offectively salegu arded
by resisting chango (and the costs of putting out
new editions).

To move any one point in thia closely inter-
linked system requires moving all. That’s why
the political outcomo in matters regarding edu-
cation, school finance and student performance
has beon nothing more than a kind of gudging
incrementalism.

From this analysis arises the hopo of today.
With the entire basis of schoo! financing elimi-
nated, the political system will be forced to take
somo definitive action or face chaos,

Wae will hear Oct. & Gov. John Engler’s initial
proposals for school reform. As the debate kicks
off, lat’s hope that the “action in the faco of
crisis" theory holda truo.

Otherwise, all of us — especially our children
— will bo in doep trauble.

Phil Power is chairman of the company that
owwns this newspaper. His touch-tone voice mail

of those corners are linked to the publishers of

number ig (313) 953-2047 Ext. 1880.
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by writing a letter to the editor at: The Observer,

21698 Farmington Road, Farmington 48336, Or, if you have a
Touch-Tone® phone, you ean leavo a voice mail message for our
columnlats. Their numbers are Usted at the end of each column.

4, Democrats have been the only party on the
board to present annual platforms outlining the
solutions for problems facing the county.

5, It was the Democrats who years ago devel-
oped the concept of contracting the sheriff's de-
partment personnel to the various townships
instead of giving away the service for nothing,

1 agree with Mr. Hordin that public officials
have the right to endorse the candidates or is-
sues of their choice. But please don’t do it with
public funds, public employees or public sta-
tionery.

Such activities are forbidden by the ethics
codes of the county commission and the county

executive as well as the county’s merit system:y
rules, Rules apply to everyone, including the ex-
ecutive, - :

The record clearly shows that Democrats
have always articulated positive programs to-
improve county services while at the same time
maintaining vigilance over the actions of em-
ployees, appointees and elected officials.

1 believe this is the reason the public elected
us.

Lawrence R. Pernick, Southfiold

County Commissioner, District 20
Chafrman, Democratic Caucus

e

comes -

lll“

H
H

cera

In addition to a standard driver-side airbag (a feature we hope you never see), all oug
1994 Saturns are decked out in some neat standard stuff. Adjustable steering colume
Folding rear seatbacks. AM/FM stereo with 6" speakers. In fact, our customers report

another standard feature that doesnt come from our plant in Spring Hill -fun.

SR of the 1994 SC2 o SIR095 including etailerproparative and optimal teardrp alley whecks

Tie, license, transporiation and ctber eptions adlitivnal, © 1995 Saturn Corporation.
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SATURN of ANN ARBOR SATURN of FARMINGTON HiLLS SATURN NORTH :
500 Antornall Drive 24730 Haggerty Road 8400 Dixic Hwy. at 1-.75, exit 93.
313-769-3991 313-473-7220 3]3~620-8801? ]
SATURN of PLYMOUTH SATURN of SOUTHFIELD SATURN of SOUTHGATE ~:
9301 Massey Dr, 1-275 & 29929 Telegroph Road 16600 Fort Street ' !
Ann Arbor Rd, 313-453-7890 313-354-6001 . 313.246-3300 .
N SATURN of TROY SATURN of WARREN
1804 Maplelawn, Troy Motor Mall 7830 Comvention Blud., 13%: & Vi Dyke
313-643-4350 313-979.2000 . .
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