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“Gentlemen

il

Musical jewel needs a little polish

Prefer Blondes,”
the season open.
or at tho Blr-
minghom The-
atre, is disap-
pointing and
- Inckluster de-
i spitel Jule Sy;o
music, perky
%‘,’27,‘,‘,',’_‘;; Stella Parton as
“—————— itz star, and
some good supporting talent.
+This 18 a revival of the 1949 hit
musical, adapted from Anita
L&os's populer 1925 novel about
two chorus girls who set out for
Pgsis in the Roaring 19208 hoping
to find rich husbands and acquire
lots of jewels, The current produc-
tion I8 the first stop on a national

tour. 8

. To make this kind of Muffy pe-
riod plece work takes enormous
panache and a good dash of camp.
Director Jelfrey Moss has failed
tq:gilvle the show chrher one, or

“GENTLEMEN PREFER
INDES"

BLO!
Theater: Birmingham The-
atre, 211 S. Woodward, Bir-
mingham. .
Curtain timo: Performanc-
es 8 p.m. Tuesdoy through
Saturdny; 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Sundays, 2 p.m. Wednes-
days, and Thuraday, Oct. 14
through Oct, 17.
Tickets: Range from $20 to
$35. Senior, ages 60 and old-
er, and group discounts for
20 or more, available. Call
644-3633 or Ticketmaster,
645.6666 for information.
Call 644-3576 for group tick-
et information,

the rest of the time.
Lorelei Lee is one of the great
! ical d. hiﬂ'

REVIEW

g clse

The script is rife with cornball
one-liners with proper timing and
dglivery, but on opening night
nearly all ended up as throwa.
ways that garnered only an ccca.
sional isolated chuckle,
“As Lorelei Lee, the gold-digging
*little girl from Little Rock,” Par-
ton wisely chose not to imitate
her famous predecessors — Carol
Channing, whe originated the
strge role, and Marilyn Monroe,

who starred in the 1953 film ver- -

sion. Parton stresses Lorelel’s ori.
gins as a country girl. This works
to good advantage In “Just a Lit-
tle Girl from Little Rock,” when
Lorelei reminisces about her
routs, but does nothing to en-
hance Lorelei’s characterization

tory, a larger-than-life character
whose enduring fame surpassed
that of the show from which she
came, Parton is cute and spunky
and can belt out a rousing “Din-
monds Are a Girl's Best Friend”
(though her fast tempo obliterates
o lot of the song's wonderfully
clever lyrics), but there is nathing
about her Lorelel that justifies
the character's stupefying irresls-
tibility to men,

‘The second leads, Catherine
Hart as Lorelei's pal Dorothy, and
Joames Kompf as Henry Spofford
her adoring swain, do a very
pleasing duet of “You Say You
Care."

Hart's rich, booming voice adds
zest to all her numbers even

Madcap musical: Stella Parto and the cast of “Gentle-

men Prefer Blondes" playing
through Oct. 17.

at the Birmingham Theatre

Ch her Don Percassi's

though herch ‘s i
comes acroas as way too bland.

As Gus, Lorelel’s persistent
suitor, Dennis St. Plerre is fine
ginging the charming “Bye Bye
Baby" and looks comically dle-
traught at all the appropriate
times.

J. Nathan Oswell, playing fit-
ness fanatic Josephus Gage, does
an amusing “I'm Atingle, I'm
Aglow,” a nice improvement from
his stiff appearance earlier,

As Mrs. Spofford, Henry's
mother, Treasure Ford is an un.
convincing drunk, but shines
when she lets loose in the
Chatleston number.

Veteran comic Phil Ford disap-
pDh’:tB as the Pumbﬂng .Ll?rd

his lines into a dreadful-looking
white beard.

work finally meshes in the
Charleston number at the end of
Act 11, the complete antlthests of
the opening number when danc-
ers seemed uncertain, lll-timed,
and in danger of crashing into one
another,

With some notable exceptions
for Parton and everyono in the fi-
nal scene, costumes tend toward
tacky, though some simple sets
function well enough.

Overall, this production of
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,”
needs a major touch.up at its
roots.

Barbara Michals, a theater crit-
ic for the last 20 years, is an invet-
erate ploygoer who regularly
catches up on all the New York
productions.

Note upcoming concerts|

Here are some upcoming
concerts to note on your calen.

ar,

The Rochester Symphony
Orcheatra opens its 33rd sca-
son 8 p.m, Fridoy, Oct. 8, ot
Varner Hall on the compus of
Qakland University with a pro-
gram eontitled “Sounds Di-
verse” that will featuro the mu-
sic of J.S. Bach, Felix Men-
delasohn, and Zoltan Kodaly.

Tickets $12, children under
12, $8 and may be purchased at
the door or in advance at Janet
Vamer's on Main Street in Ro-
cheater, or the CD Warchouse
in the North Hill Shopping
Plaza. Scason tickets available
for $60, /seni 5

tain dulcimer, and the deluxe
planclin, She infuses her con-
certs with anecdotes and poot-
ry. Call 847-4632 or 288-3953
for ticket Information. Tho
tomples Dinner Club will hoat
a meal before the concert, Call
357-7146 for details and reser-
vations,

Paint Creek Folklore Society
presents its first Comfy Con-
cert of the scason 7 p.m, Sun-
day, Oct. 10 at the Rochester
Hills homo of Phil and Althea
Doolittle. Tickets arc 38, For,
reservations, call 376-2513,

The concert will teatur.
singer/songwriter Carla Sciaky
and guitarist Robert Gerics of

5.
For moare information, call 651-

4181,

The Vivace Series of Bir-
mingham Temple will open its
17th secason 8:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Oct. 9 ut the temple, 28611
W. 12 Mile in Farmington
Hills, with a concest presented
by Claudia Schmidt. She plays
the 12-string guitar, the moun-

Hills. Concerts are
also scheduled Nov. 14, March
13 and April 10

Chamberworks presents Gi-
ants of the German Barogue, 8
p.m. Friday, Oct. 26 at Christ
Church Cranbrook — Guild
Hall, 470 Church Rozad,
Bloomficld Hills, Reservations
recommended, call 643-7788.
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Enjoy the best full slab of
tender, meaty, Kessel baby
back B.B.Q. ribs, served with
french fries and colesiaw.

Not valid with any othor discounts.
Otfer oxpiras Oct. 31, 1993.

: §]] 95 FALL SPECIAL

FARMINGTON HILLS
553-7000 -

12 Mile & Orchard Lake

WAGON DEPARTURES
FROM 7 P.M. TO 10 P.M.

KIVE THE
LEGEND

« Laughs, thrills & chills

« Ghosts, Goblins, Monsters,
Denlzens of the Night

* Free cider & donuts
at the Witches' Cauldron

« No alcohol allowed

« Group discounts avallable

BIG RED ORCHARD
4900 32 Milc Rd. « Romco
2 Miles West of Van Dyke

~BLYMOUTH ORCHARDS
= $0685 Warren Rd. » Plymouth
+ 1/2 Mile West of Napier

Con
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FOR NEAREST lOCAIlOﬂ. CALL

261-9292
©AGCS & CIYTS

T 2
fi1 30 days awiyl
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Japanese Steak House

2 o FREE

¥, BIRTHDAY

DINNER

WHERE STEAKS ARE SO TENDER,
YOU CAN CUT THEM WITH A STICK.
d ! and 1 XYOTO duxing the month of
B o et yout o aso oo anics EEE, vl o ke, o and
sizziod right bofors your oyes, and it you really nood a kntle, that's on us 100,

' DERBY

B I NG o . COMMUNITY.

1278 UNIVERSITY AVE. W, WINDSOR, ONT., CARADA (518) 253-1475

$2150 BOOK SESSIONS

MONDAY-THURSDAY
7:30 P.M,, 9:15 P.M,, and 10:45 P.M.

FRIDAY
6:00 P.M,, 7:30 P.M,, 8:15 PM., 10:45 P.M,, 12115 AM.

SATURDAY
1:30 P.M., 3:15 P.M., 6:00 P.M,, 7:30 PM.,
9:15 PM,, 10:45 P.M,, 12:15 AM.

SUNDAY
2:00 P.M,, 4:00 P.M,, 6:00 P.M,, 7:30 PM.,

9:00 P.M,, 10:45 P.M,

Bl
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DEARBORN (at Faidano Center) 5983-3200
TROY (West Blg Beaver Road) 649-6340
FARMINGTON HILLS {across from Novi Hiton)  348-7900
e s s e iy,
_J

CHICKEN
BREAST |

MADE WITH

QUALITY CHICKEN
ONLY

*2.391

NOWTHRU SUNDAY, OCTOBER3 |}

And More.

I LUNCH \
1 SPECIALS |

$ 400

Groups 15-100
Pocl Rales Avalabi lov;{ggdm

Call for Detolls
LIVONIA
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An estimate of your
future retirement
benefits.
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Insurance

The Toledo Museum

of Anl
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Bring this ad in for...
$2' gyﬂ Large Pizza
or Large Antipasto or

ose  Large Greck Salad
- S .
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An estimate of benefits you and your
survivors beneflta famlly could be
for your family. - eligible to recelve.
—make sure .
Youmaynot  Aersonal Earningsand Bengfit Estimale
have thought about thisbefore,  Satement When you get It, you'll sce a complete:
but right niow you are carning disabllity histaryof your earnings, tho Socla) Security taxes

Insurance, survivors beneflts, a retirement
program, and future Medicaro coverage. It all
pald for Ly the Social Security taxes withheld
from your paycheck-and matched dollar for
dollar by your employer.

And now you can find out just what thoso™

taxesarc carning for you. Vs easy todoand It's

free. Just calt 1-800-772-1213 and ask fora

youte paid, and estimates of what you and your
family could reeeive In Soctal Security retlrement,
disability, and survivors benefits,

d If thero'san error or omisslon n your
Social .

correet It ) .
Soclal Security~tho best deal in town,
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