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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1993

Try taking a color tour of the nighttime sky

Thle post Aug-
ust's Perseld
meteor shower
was not a major
disappointment
for everyone:
Arca Skywatcher
Dori  Davenport
called to report
that the display
she observed was
quite Impressive.
She was watch-
~————— ing from a loca-
tion 90 miles west of Dalles (as in
Texas), and although she saw
only 10 to 12 meteors per hour (50
are normally expected), many of
them left glowing tails (known as
“trains”) across the sky, In addi-
tion, different colors were visible
as the meteors vaporized. Now
that's a sky show!

In the ancient.Roman calendar,
October was the eighth month ol'
the year, hence the prefix “acto.”
Julive Caesar's calendar reform
resulted in October becoming the
10th month, but the prefix was
not changed because there al-
ready was a December with which
to contend, and one December in
a year is more than enough!

‘There will be very slim pickings
among the planets in October;
only Venus and Saturn will be
visible, the former in the predawn
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sky, and the latter after sunsct,
Mercury, Mars and Jupiter will
be too close to the sun to be seen
easily.

There is onc thing upon which
we can depend every October:
when it comes to the colors of our
autumn foliage, this month is
never a disappolntment. Just as
there are a variety of colors in the
leaves, there is a great variety of
color in the sky, and this menth is
n great time to take a celestial col-
or tour, .

Conslder the color of the sky it-
self. The sky is not blue, nor, con-
trary to what your cyes tell you at
dawn and dusk, is it red. Depend-
ing on how aunl&ght is scattered
by our ntmusphcm, the sky just
“appears” to take on different col-
ors. Were it not for the atmos.
phere scattering sunlight, the sky
would be black,

If you face due east nbout 30
minutes before sunrise this
month, you will sce an extremely
bright “star,” This will be Venus,
the brigntest planct in the sky.
There will be a fairly bright stor
above and to the right of Venus;
this is Regulus, and it represents
the “heart” of Leo the lion, As the
month progresses, Regulus will
climb higher in the morning eky,
and Venus will get lower as it ap-
proaches the sun. This will result

No Money Down! No Interest!
No Payment Until May 1994!¢

Buy An Amana High Efficiency Furnace,
Or An Amana Central
Air Conditioner With A
High Efficiency Furnace,
And Get One Hot Deal!
Hurry, Limited Time Offer
See your Amana Dealer For Detalfs
Ouaity Instattation By Factory Truned Dedlers
*Toxplars wh guiledond|

A.J. Danboise Son, Inc.
Farmington Hills
313:477-3626
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Michigan Eyecare Institute.
Eye Specialists with a Vision.

As founders of The Michigan Eyecare Institute, Br. William
Myers and Dr. Mark Rubinstein have been af the forefrant of

: Dr. Myers Is the first ophthalmologlst currently practicing in
:| = Michigan to utiliza Radinl Keralotomy — the breakthrough
procerdure (v correct nearsightedness.

In actdition Drs. Myers and Rubinstoin wera the first nphihats
malogists in tha stato o davelop or utilize:
m YAG laser susgery for lroatmont of secondary calarcts,
® Nova Cutvn lens, dosigned especially for tha YAG faser surgery.
=" m Excimor lasor surgery for Ireatment of gloucoma.

Drs. Myors and Rubinsteln condurt courses in sumgery and
have lectured on their stolo-ol-the-art sutgical lechniques ta ather
physicians thrughout Narth Ametica, Europe, Russia and 1ha Far
East, If yau ara nearsighted, farsighted, or sulfer from cataracts or
glaucoma, Tha Michigan Eyecaro [nstitute can halp.

For more infarmetion call s ot mac of sar
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in the apparent dlstanco between
Venus and Regulus nearly qua-
drupling. (An extremely rare
event occurred more than a gener-
ation ago when Venus occulted
(covered) Regulus on July 7,
1959. :
This is a good place to begin
our cotor tour of the eky. The best
way to compare the color differ-
ences between Venua and Re.
gulus will be with binoculars; ad.
just the binoculars so they are
slightly out of focus. This will
spread out the light and make
their color more apparent., Venus
is bright because its thick atmoa-
phere reflects the light of the sun,
8o that planet's color appears
much the same as suntight.
Regulus, however, is n star, so it
produces its own light, The color

about the star: a blue- white star,
like Regulus, ia young (as far as
stellar nges go) and very hot; the
surface temperature of Regulus ia
nbnuz 13,000 degrees Kelvin. (The
sun's surfaco temperature is a
mere 6,800 degrees Kolvin) Re-

Taurus the bull. Aldebaran, lo.
cated to the left of the moon, is
the bull’s “eye."”

Aldebaran is a star like Re.
gulus, but that's where the simi-
Inrlty r.'ndn Evcn wmmut using

gulus i 160 times moro §
than the sun and five times larg-
er, but it's only the 21st brightest
star in the sky. It doesn’t laok
very impressive because is about
85 light-years away from us. (The
light we see this moming left Re.
gulus in 1808.)

Face the southwest around 6:46
a.m. on Oct. 5 and find the moon,
It will be located between the
Plelades (PLEE a dees) star clus.
ter nnd Aldebaran (al DEB a ran).
‘The Pleiades, to the right of the
moon, looks like a tiny dipper and

out. Alde-
beran’s red color {8 very obvious.
Red stars are ancient and fairly
cool (by stellar standards). Alde-
boran’s surface temperature is
around 3,400 degrees Kelvin,
That's much cooler than the sun,
but Aldebaran is still 126 times
more luminous. The brightness Is
due to Aldebaran’s gize; it is a gi-
ant star, 40 times the diameter of
the sun. Aldebaran, the 13 bright-
est star, is about 68 light.years
away.

stars of Taurus and, on the momn-
ing of the Tth, be lucuwd above
the “club” of Orion (oh RYE an)
the hunter. Drop a line from the
moon to the southern horizon and
you'll go right past another bright
orange-red . star. The star is
named Botelgeuse (“Bestle-
Juice), and its name means
“armplt of the giant;” a rather un-
romantic name for ene of the larg-
est stars in the sky! (The name
refers to Orion's right arm pi . .-,
er, shoulder.) -
Betelgeuse is the 11th brightest
star in the sky and is around 520
light-years away. It is 14,000
times more luminous than the
sun and chout 920 times larger.
(If placed where the sun is, the
outer layers of this supergiant
star would extend as far as the or-

or the light tells us something represents the “shoulder” of  Tho moon will drift through the  bit of Jupiterl)
—_— AERO < DRAPERIES )
AAA__ “DRAPERY OUTLET
._—_.I“AUEL SINCE 1950
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offorod at Ihis show.
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TRAVEL EXPO

OCTOBER 2, 1993
Holiday Inn, Livonia
(1275 & 6 Mile)

- 3:00 PM

Meet With Over 20 AAA Preferred
tour and crulse representatives

« Trave! Seminars « Travel Prizes «

ADMISSION: $1.00 - AAA MEMBERS
$3.00 - NON-MEMBERS

AAA Mombors « Show you catd and save with special incenlives and discounts

FREE
TRAVERSE ROD
Joith ponhasreof 3333

re, new orders onlyh

« FREE

« FRE
MEASUREMENTS

+ FREE
ESTIMATES

% -HOME i
i DECORATOR SERVICE

1} || Most Competitive Prices

“We hiave been making beautiful
custom draperics for over 40 years®
+ Thousands of Fabrics
« Horizontal Blinds
* Vertical Blinds
+ Shades
l + Duettes
. Highest Quality

|} Custom Madﬁ Draperies
at

in Town

AERO DRAPERIES

Tel.bx Plaza, Southficld 25279 Telegraph yust North of 10 il

-8000

Open Mon,, Tues,, Wed., Thurs. & Sat, 10 am. - 6 pm.; Fri. 10 3m. - 8 pm._J




