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No “Boom” Days Then, But Business Thrived Here 34 Years Ago

J

It was long before the days of super-highways and motor-cars, of subdivisions and “frontage” frenzy—yet Farm-
inglon business-men prospered. The survey of the town’s business, printed below, is from
the Enterprise issue of October 19, 1894. (Courtesy of Mr. Fred I.. Cook).

The Pretticst Village in Michigan<and tfavorably known to the pub-
. lie, and Fred M. Warner. The
A Shurt Review of (he Business cash principle on] \\‘hici-h lthu buui-
. . . ness is now conduceted, has prov-
Men Whoe Have Made 1t So ed very satisfuctory to the firm
T T and beneficial to the pubtic. In
Farmingion, the prettiest inland the first place the store is noted
village of Michiguan, is situated on for carrying a superior stock and
the Detroit & Howett Plank Road, 't gffords to the people the towest
15 miles from Detroit. and in the prices and thus draws trade from
best section of farming lunds inlg)l the surrounding countiy. Aun
the county of Oakland. The near- jmmense stock is carried, con-
et raibroad station 'is Novi, five |gisting of dry goods, groceries.
miles “distant, on the F. & P. M.| clothings, hats, caps, boots and
Ry. But few railroad towns enjoy | gshoes,- furnishings,. ete., -.and .. in
better mail Tacilities than Farm-! connection with Fred M. War-
ington, we having two incomime:per's cold storage, do a large bus-
and outgoing mails a day. Theljness in farm produce.
town supports three churches,!
Methodist, Baptist and Universa-.
list, and a graded school, second
to none in the county outside of - establishments of the town we
Pontiac. The town has made ma- wish to make a prominent men-
terial advancement the past twoition of this popular drug store.
vears, as seent in the erection ot The proprictor, Mr, James L. Ho-
new :and handsome residences gle, may well be congratulated
and rebuilding of old- ones into!lypon the deserved success with
modern homes,  The recent ad-iswhich he has met, and the popu-
vancement is largely due to the - larity of his business. He is one
tact thal the husiness interests (»I‘j«)i' the most successtul druggists
the lown., with few exceptions, iz, of the county, and his success is

James L. Hogle
In our review of the business

maintained by voung men, full of 'due to his own enterprise and
enterprise and push, as will hujnhilily. He is a competent and
noticed in the following resume,experienced chemist and drug-

of the wide-awake business men. :gist, and his well appointed and

Fred . Warnés tattractive. store. is filled with a
S superior stock of pure drugs,
First among the names of thc‘druggist'g sundries, the leading
business men who have done so0:patent medicines, paints, oils
much for our village, stands that “gtatiohery and faney goods, ¢
of Fred M. Warner. Althousgth 'gays -and tobacco. Mr. Hogle's
having been in business for him- zgreeable manner and upright
self only about eirht years, he "principles of doing business

has in that time done more to- makes it a pleasure to deal at his
ward the material  advancement giore. .

of the place than any other per- T
son.  He is now  the  successful
proprietar of -one of the most
complete hardware stores in Oak-
land county, carrying as he does,

L. W Sowle
It is now about two years ago
since Mr. L. W. Sowle,
jeet of our sketch, came to Farm-

the sub-:

«double, carries a tull ltine of blan-
kets and robes, and  everythiug
fusually found in a first class har-'
‘ness shop.

James . Hatten )
An establishment which does a
very large annual volume of busi-|
nesys is that carried on by James
W.. Hatten, a reliable Dbusiness
iman and proprietor of the large
Cfarm implement  warehouse on
L Main streel. A large stock of the
I'best makes.of buggies, carriages,
j wagons,_and all kinds of agricul-.
itural implements are kept on
thand. Mr, Hatten commenced bus-
!iuess about five years ago and has
|been  phenomenally  suceesstful.
| The people of the surrounding
ccountry have great confidence in
him and his trade reaches into all
the adjoining towns. In ‘conuec-
tion with his other Dbusiness he
carries on .a wapgon and Dblack-
smith shop, giving special atten-;
tion to repairing.

M. B. Pierce - :

Mr. Pierce, our ex-postmaster,
is one of Farmington's prosper-
ous citizens. He has been a resi-
dent here since childhood and a
gentleman having a wide acquiuin-
ance. In our writeup we would
call attention to his tonsorial
parlor; where he has u large pat-
ronage iwith the local and travel-
'ing public, commercial men visit-
‘ing Farmington, and others. He:
i always endeavors to -oblige and
itreat his customers with the ut- .,

rmost courtesy, while all are am-;
ply pleased with the faultless .
"work done. He is highly esteem-
“ed by all”who know "him. "~

Henry Schroeder

Our town possesses the advan-
tage of a first class meat market,

rears ago, and by strict attention
>  business has ecarned a large
custom. We say to our ‘readers
that if you appreciate durable,
comfortable and well made foot-
wear call on Mr. Habermehl. He
is one of the best workmen, and
gives special attention to repair-
ing and his prices are reasonable.

Miss Marie Gill
It is congratulatory to the la-
dies of Farmington and vicinity
to be uble to note the existence
in_our.town of such. an excellent
millinery and dress making cac
tablishment as we herein
seribe. Miss Gill is the successor
to the stock. of Mrs. C. Murray,
which she purchaged about a yeay
ago, and she has already increas-
ed largely the trade thus secured.
She is a natural milliner, a fine
dress maker, and the ladies find
superior advantages in  dealing
here.  For thiy season’s trade she
has on hand one of. the fineat
stocks of fashionable millinery
ever shown in town., '
C. W. Chamberlin
We now come to ‘the popular
husiness of C. W. .Chamberlin,
one of our cnegetfc business
young men, who commenced his
present trade in  Farmington
some three years ago.- He is now
conducting a first clags cigar
store and tonsorial “parlor. He
keeps the best brands of cigars
and tobaccos, ete. Hé is a com-
petent artist, courteous and ob-
liging, In connection with his
other business he gives special
attention to watch and clock re-
pairing. - His suceess is well de-
served.

.

Willinm Kennedy
This gentleman is the veteran
blacksmith of the town, having

a large stock of heavy. and shelt
hardware, stoves,  ranges. elc.
Buying in large lots  and  for
cash, he can offer rv advan-
tage to his customers.  Mr. War.
ner is also the manager of the
Farmington anl FFranklin cheese
factories, the products of which
are known all over the state, hav-
ing secured the highest premiums

ever given at  the [nternadional
Fxposition held ot Detroit.  In
connection  with his other busi-

ness he owns and onerates a lavge
cold storage building, and ships
annually many thousand dozen of
eges and tons of butler.  As a
citizen-he-is-highly-respected-and

ington and bought out the stock
of J. W. Collins. The business is
one which has been before the
public for many vears, and under
Mr. Sowle's management it has
gone ahead, increasing the trade
and growing in public favor with
:1he people. DMr. Sowle i3 a care-
ful and capable buyer and pur-
‘chases from the DLest markets and
the public find every advaniaye in
dealing at his store, which is al-
wavs splendidly stocked  with o
well gelected line of dry goods,
groceries, fine shoes and an ex-
cellent line of  crockery, jeluss-
ware, lamps, ete. A special fea-
ture of this store isx the five and

“of which the experienced gentle- Leen in -business in Farmington
~man named above is the propri- nearly 30 years. He is still as
cetor. It is now about a year g0 the old stand and doing a good
- sinee Mr. Schroeder established (Continued on Page 13)
himself here, buying out the “Pal- - R R I
ace Market” of B. 8. Owen. He
has met with merited success and
Chas built up a good trade. My,
Schroeder is a good judge of stovk!
and knows how to conduet a:
strictly A-1 market. The public! .
find here- the choicest meals :ln-li °
vewetables of all kinds in gseason.!
Fair and upright dealings with ail”
ix gaining for him a reputation
second to none.

Was Popular With All

Thos. L. Irving

his many friends are; proud to
call the attention ol strangers Lo
his remarkable success in busi-
ness.

Wilber, Cook & Co.

T T This Tig a large and magnific

cently stocked mercantile estab-
ment, doing an  extensive  trade
and conduceed in o capable and
cnterprising manner.  ‘The estab-
Jishment is one o the pioneer
mercantile hotises of Farmington,
founded many  vears apn. The
present partnership was formed
last August, since which time the
store has not Jost i it has not
gained in public favor, The firm
i« composed of C. A, Wilber and

ten cent hargain counters.,

Henry W, Lee

Our town can justly boast of
saving one of the best harness
_manufacturing establishments
the county and should "eccupy

a

prominent place in "our review,

The proprictor. Mr. I
commenced the harness making
husiness here some three  yemrs
ago. He has met wilh satisfic-
tory success-and has baill up an
esteemed patronage, and acquir-
el the confidence of the public.
He is i competent workman and
anything which leaves his hands
may be relied upon,  He manu-
tactures all  kinds harness,

W. Lee,

ot

in_

1888-1928. -

Among our blacksuiiths weerll™ F
the altention of the public to that -
popular gentleman, Thos, L. Irv-:
ing. Since coming here aboul a.
vear ago he has done exceedingly
buill up & plendid |
wnd acquired gréat popula
ity with the people. . He is a num-
Ler one workman, especially as i
Chorse-shoer. He does all kinds
of blacksmithing, machine repair-
ing and iron work in the besy
possible manner.

H. W. Habermehl

We wish to add a few words-is uo\xymlking A success as siales-

in our review in reference to the lady Tn E. C. Grace's general
custom bodl and shoe business ot store,” X :

Miss Conroy is now Mrs. Roy

MISS ANNA CONROY
In 1898, according Lo the Enter-
prise—"A graduate of Farming-
ton High School, clags of '97. She*.

My H. H. Habermehl. This gen-

I'rad L. Cook, youme men well hoth light and heavy, single and -tleman located here about three Brown, of Farmington.




