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Study maps out
district schools
of choice options

By LARRY O'CONNOR
STA¥F WaITen

While the mantion of schools of
choice draws a furrowed brow in

d circles, a Farmi
Public Schools report on the tepic
is opening some eyes.

“Expanding Schools of Choice
Programming: Issues and Recom-

dations" was iled by the

The most distinct difference
between schools of choice in
Lansing and in Farmington is the
wmatter of bargaining unions.

Engler has used schools of
choice as an instrument to joust
with the teachers’ union. His pro-
pasol reportedly calls for the for-
mation of charter schools, where

hers would not join a union or

district’s Schaol of Choice Study
Committee and was recently pres
sented to the Farmington Board
of Education.

‘The study maps out how
schools of chofce — a point of
contention in Gov. John Engler's
cducation reform plan — can be
created within a district,

Among the possibilities of fu-
ture schools of choice include

{on schools for kinds -
ten through second grade and
third through fifth grade and a
kixxldcrggnnn‘ throu‘gh ‘1 211- gl"ndn

pay union dues. Such charter
schools could also bypuss teacher
tenure laws,

Farmington's plon calls for co-
operation with the bargaining
uniony,

“We have a coneept of public
schools’ schools of choice,” sald
Highmendow principal Jan Colli-
ton, who is chairvoman of the 28-
member study committee, “We'd
have to play by the same rules.”

Judy White, director of Curric-
ulum and Staffl Development,
safd the I-‘urmim;ugnl plan puts an

d curricu-

magnet school,

Other alternatives include ex-
panding the district’s schools of
choice already in place: early
childhood centers to include kin-
dergarten through second grade
ond the Highmeadow Common

Campus,

“I think they came up with
some exciting things,” soid State
Rep. Jan Dolan, R-Farmington
Hills, who hasa given the report to
the House Education C ittee

i on &f
Tum. Schools of choice, she added,
is a matter of perception,

“] would say the biggeat
misconception iy you would
choose what building your child
would attend on the bellef system
that quote, one building is better
thon another building, end of
quote,” White said,

“By the state's definition por-
cnts would choose any school they
wished with the idea of creating

ition where only the strong

co-chalr Bill Keith, D-Garden
City. “It's a real in-depth study.

“I think some things in the gov-
ernor’s plan was in concept, not
down to details whereas the
Farmington plan is down to de-
tails, which puts some meat on
the bone,”

The Farmington Public
Schools' study contains other ide-

as,

The study suggests more cre-
ative solutions to funding. Per-
pupil spending would be the same
at a school of choice, but addi-
tional money for trainlng and
supplies could be found through
partnerships with the private sec.
tor and grants.

The study also addresses issues
revolving  sround schools  of

will survive . . . Qurs is more in
line of offering a unique curricu-

um,

Schools of choice in Farming-
ton would be aligned with the dis-
trict's autcomes and gonls, the re-
port states.

According to a survey of G600
porents, including 200 who have
kids in private schools, there's an
interest in choice. Many are at-
tracted to the idea of such choice
at the middle and high school
level,

Among the possible schools
suggested on the middle nm.l. high
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served a free lunch from the House of Eng restaurant during Hals t
Oriental hats, waitresses Sandy Hryczyk and Candie Green wait in line to serve other residents.
party, Mexican Day and Octoberfest are planned.

Halsted Place Senior Retirement resident Jean Laing compliments the chef as she is being .
ted Place’s recent Oriental Day. Wearing
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quent interviews and visits to
their respective school district
will follow.

The board wants to name a suc-
cessor by mid-December to re-
place Michoel Flanagan, who
leaves Jan, 1 to take the job of su-
perintendent with Wayne County
Regional  Educational Service
Agency. .

Candidates have 90 minutes to
scll themselves.

All seven were pravided with
questions beforchand, Tuesday,

school chiel, were also asked to
lak on specific lisk
ments  they listed
resumes.

Both touted their respective
districts, but were cqually com-
limentary of the Farmi
Public Schools.

“The life of an organization
goes through zero to 10,”
McMaster said, *1 really see you
here at this 10, You're either going
to take some drastic steps and
support change initiatives . . . or

on their

you're going to sce a gradual de-
cline. You are the lighthouse dis.
trict on the west end of Oakland
County.”

Sald Shibler: “When I thought
ahout applying for the job, 1 felt
there were only a couple of dis-
tricts in the state I'd ever apply
for. I'm very happy at Rockford
. . » the main one would be Farm-
ington Schools. It's o very out.
stunding school district.” .

Board developed their

Michigan Association of Schueo) E
Boards. lssues covered — espes ¢
cially budgeting — reflect the uns ¢
certainty resulling from Senati: §
Bill1, H

The next superintendent ¢
seen as someone who can be ans
innovator as well ns a troubes
jeshoater. The task of finding a
person Lo fill the bill is not lost ey &
the candidates. b

“You certainly have an awe- b

questions with the Ilel;r} of the

some ibility,” Shibler said o
to the board. “I wish you luck."”

McMaster, Northviile’s asi

school level are: a carcer
an International studies
and o school of the arts.
The option is up to those peo.
ple who went to start ﬁuclx a
fent

choice: reg t
tion, parental and community in-
volvement.

school. Superi
andl parents can start a schools of
choice under this plan,
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“BLINDS:DIRTY?
COMMERCIAL + RESIDENTIAL
Verllcals « Minl-Blinds
Venellans » Cloth & P.V.C. etc.
Ultra Sanically Cloans &
Prossas, Sanitizes & Disinfocts

Stalic Protects, Lubricalos
Working Mechanisms
Get tho 5th Blind FREE up 10 60°

Alesander's Blind Claning
Futy Inswied - On Site hfobiie Service

1-800-254-6344

for inst |
services, and Shibler, Rockford
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CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

476-7022
ANYIIME
D&G HEATING & COOLING

\, 19140 Farmington Road « Uvonia }

Eternal beauty.

La Coupole ‘Céramiquet A unique fusion of
scratchproof sapphire and high-tech ceramics
whose beauty will keep its luster year after year.

Made by Swiss craftsmen, with a precision
quartz movement in a water-resistant case.

For men and women.

JEWELERS

32940 Middlebelt Rd,

(At 14 Mlle Rd. in the Broadway Plaza)

A differtut-world
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[ Super saViGS store |

Serving Southsastern

Michigan For 45 Yoars

27-In Superba™
Oven Model KEBS277Y
» Full Electronic

+ Variadla Tomperature Broding

*Variablo Timo SelfCloaning System

S 5 0 CASH BACK
When you puhise 2y
ke st 91 Ot
oMK LD
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30-In.
Model KERC507Y
+ Easy-Cloan Ceramic Glass Cookicp

Thermal-Convectlon' Double

controls with Graphic Display
* Thermat-Convection™ Upper vonwith trwe | =
convection and thermal options

=)

Superba* Clothes Washer
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Model KAWE760W

+ Extra-Large Capacity

+5 Automatic Cycles -

= 3-Speed Capacitor-Start \s HP

Gold Seal Motor

4 Water Tomperatura Selections

$ CASH
BACK

. y
Superba* cln_lh;s‘arynr
KGYE760W (gas)

S 40 CASH BACK

Save On These Othier Natural Beauties From KitchienAid®

Dishwasher
Model KUDA230YWH

Burnors N
Mode) KGCTI05X .
« FRa virtually

»Infinite-Heat Controls
+ Powes Teack Guides

S 5 0 CASH BACK

Frost-Freo Superba™
Modol KSRS25QA
+25.1 Cu. FL Capactty, .8 Cu. FL. Freezet

Viorld-Wide
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Lincoln Park §

308.0100
3610 W, Fort
Lincoln Park |

Plaza

A477.8600

Farmington

34701 Grand River
W. ol Farmington Rd.

Open Dally t0am-$pm, Sat 10am-8pm, Sun 12pm<Spm

Brighton Mall
227.1003
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Grand River
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