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High court ruling may hike medical blll,s

BY TIM nlcu.mu
t'?

Auto Innurers aren't liable for
megleal benefits until an injured
pesson hos tried to collect all of
his.or her health benefits, the
Michigan Supreme Court has
ruled in three major cases,

The result: Injured persons
may have to pay heavy medical
bitls — especinlly when they have
used doctors outside the system
paid for by their employers.

“Henceforth, you have a bur-
deny” satd Wayne Miller, a Bir-
mipghom attorney who represent-
cd two of the plaintiffs, “If they

I'}e health insururer) can't pro-

e it, then you can go outside
f.he system. It's very troubllng.

“The Supreme Court justices
ard seven general ‘practitioners,
however hn;,hl who are trying to
practice in afl the areas of law be-
fore them, I don't think the court
uppreciated the duress the plain-

tiffs {in auto injury casca) are un-
er.

“The Supreme Court felt the
only important matter was con-
taining (insurance) costs, So they
¢levated cost-containment to the
only important matter,” Miller
soid,

The bigh court ruled 4.3 for
uuto insurers in cases involving
injured persons (ram Brighton,
rural Jackson County and De-
troit, The cases started in South-
field’s District Court and Wayne
County Circult Court.

“We hold that a no-foult insur-
er is not subject to linbility for
medical expense that the in-
sured’s health carc insurer is rc-
quired, under jts contract, to poy
for or provide,” said Justice
Charles Levin, who wrote all three
oplnions eiting section 3109 of the
No-Fault Automotive Linbility

Act.
. Levin was joined by Chief Jus-

M ‘Henceforth, you have a burden. if they (the
health Insurer) can't provide It, then you can go
outslde the system. It's very troubling.

Wayne Miller
Birmingham attorney

tice Michael Cavanogh and Jus-
tices Robert Griffin and Conrad
Mallett Jr,

Qut 36,000

Loulse Ann Tousignant, 31, a
former Northwest Airlines flight
attendant from Brighton, is out
85,000 for treatment of injurics
suffered in a July 1987 auto acci-
dent.

“Tousignant was examined and
treted after the accident for back
and neck poin at the emergen
room of Henry Ford Medical Clin-
ic In West Bloomfield, an HAP

{Health Alliance Plan) facility.
She was released with instruc-
tions to return If her back or neck
paln continued,” Levin raid.

“Instesd of returning to the
Henry Ford Medical Clinie or an-
other HAP facility or physician,
Tousignant sought treatment
from o physician other than an
HAP physician,” said Levin, She
received heat treatments for o
year ond dental services from
unaffiliated doctors. She sought
psyment from her auto insurer,
Allstate.

Ahcr lhe case was moved up
District Court,

': Qrdinary supermarkel hams sit in bins or
freozers for days, even weeks — until they
are old — [ust waiting to be bagged.
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Honoy Baked Hams ate preparad fresh daily
In our stores. always juicy and tender with
no water added — wrapped jus! for you.

Olklnnd County Circuit Judge
Robert Templin ruled in favor of
Alistate, was reversed by the
Court of Appeals and upheld by
the Supreme Court,

Levin said the legislative policy
“requires an insured who chooses
to coordinate no-fault and health
coverages to obtain payment and
services from the health insurer to
the extent of the health coverage

Police academy graduation scheduled

Following three months of in-
tensive lmmmg. tlu,- Ouklund Po.

wvallable from the health insur-
er.”

“Where thls hurts,” said David
Martin, Tousignant's attorney in
Southfield, “is when they have an
HMO chosen by the employer a8
opposed to the best coverage.”
His cllent now is o housewife and
mother,

Snafu with VA

A costlier case involved Ken-
neth Owens, u young Cosst
Guardsmon who suffered perma-
nent brain injury in 8 December
1982 accident when his car hit 2
tree. He was on leave and visiting
his parents in rural Jackson
County.

The Veterans Administration
Hospital in Ann Arbor treated
him until his discharge in June
1984, A VA ncurologist recom-
mended he go to Herrick Hospital
in Tecumsch, where Owens ran
up o $110,000 bill for Intensive re-
habilitation therapy. Owens also
got $70,000 in treatment at Saline
Community Hospital.

The VA did not identify anoth-
er VA facility where Owens could
get in-patient treatment. Then
VA refused to pay. Owens’ insurer
also refused.

Said the Supreme Court:
*Owens has the burden of estai)
lishing that the services rendered

by Herrick and Saline were ‘al-

“Our tracking studies show
LhnL mote than 95 percent of our

lowable expenses,’ nnd that ‘rea-
sonable charges’ were there ‘in-
curred for reasonably necessaly ;’;
services, '

“Owens also has the burdentof
cstablishing that he sought to obvez
tain appropriate scrvices from the »i
VA,” the high court said.

thin. Owens' attorney, 8l 5
he would be- back beforo Wayié
County Circuit Judge John H..),
Gillis In two weeks to meet tho
tests, “We start ol) over,” Mart
sald,

At stake are $180,000 in hosji
tal bills plus interest for up
nine years,

‘Double dip’
‘The third cose was what attor~
neys call a “double dip.” Georgq
Yancey Jr. of Detroit was serival%;
ly injured in en auto accidenl;:,
Citizens Insurance Co. u-dum;lﬂ.,
his work-loss benefits by thes:
amount of Social Security dhnth
ity benefits Yancey received, -a.s
“We hold that Soclal Semri!j‘
disability benefits should be sk,
tracted,” the Supreme Court salg;:
citing its 1979 ruling that Social®
Security survivora' benefits nko
are to be subtracted, 1
i

Boyle dissents J
Justice Patricia Boyle dluucn¢~_,.
ed in port and was joined by
James Brickley and Domtb,
Comstock Riley L

-3

tojo,

.

deemed certifiable by the state
Mi{ghlgun.

lice A its
Basic Potice 'l‘rm ng class Nov.
19. The academy is located at
Oakland Community Callege's
Auburn Hills Campus,

Some students enter the acade-
my o8 officer trainees after they
have been accepted for employ-
ment by a law enforcement agen-
cy. The agency then sponsors the
traince in the academy’s basic po-
lice program. In other cases, how-
ever, the students are accepted di-
rectly, and then find employment
after graduation,

ind employ in the
field of law enforcement,” says
police academy Director Rlchnrd
Tillman.

Fifteen of the 51 students in
this fall's graduating class are
from law enforcement agcncws in
the greater metropolitan area, in-
cluding Auburn Hills, Beverly
Hills, Farmington Hills, Royal
Oak, Warren and West Bloom-
field Township. The Oakland
County Sheriffs’ Department was
also represented. The other grad-
uates are independent students

gin at 8 pam. in the Oskland;/
County Commissioners Auditori
um, 1200 N. Telegraph, Pontis:
Royal Qak Director of Publici
Safety, John Ball, will be Lpter
principal speaker.

The Auburn Hills Campus'ng
OCC is located at 2900 Feathel"'
stone Road, approximately two
miles enst of the Pontiac Silve
dome, For further informationt
about the Oakland Police Acades
my, contact police academy DJ.x
rector Richard Tillmen at 340~~
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ou see at once that Minolf™ lamps are
not ftke other lamps. Thelr destgns are

strong, striking, entirely new, And yet Minoff
Lamps offer an adventurous compatibility.
While they make a bold design statement,
you sense that they are very comfortable o
Iive with, And you are ight... foe good reason.

Minoll Lamps comblne the exclte-
ment of modem destgn with the warmth of
tradltional handcrafied materials. And behind
Minoff Lamp s Kichler® Lighting, the larpest
b y residential lighti in
the Unlzed States, an acknowledped leader in
design and qualtty for over SO years.

10% Off

Our 40% - 50%
Already Discounted
Prices!

SALE LASTS 10 DAYS ONLY.

Just in time for your Thanksgiving Dinner.
Before you dress up your turkey, let an Oriental Rug
from Azar’s dress up your room.

DINING ROOM SIZE RUGS V2 OFF |
ONE WEEK ONLY ;

West Michigan Store .
4265 28th St. S.E.

Main Store Outlet Store
670 S. Woodward 251 Merrill St.
Downtown Birmingham  Downtown Birmingham Grand Raplds

644-7311 645-0558 (616) 957-5666

et '1-800-622-RUGS (7847) |

LIVONIA, M1 48182 # (313) 484-221 . H

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Lightlog Plutwres Fat Every Decor © Widdag Sepplies sad Light Belie
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