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POINTS OF VIEW

Who are bad guys in round of cable rate hikes?

8 aresponsible cable operator,

am compelled to respond to your

editorial of Sept. 2, 1993, con-
cerning the now cable rates.

I don't necessarily think the new
rates are fair either, nor did our rates
need regulating. Rarely in the history
of the cable industry have cable opera-
tors united so strongly against a piece
of legislation as we did the Cable Act of
1992. Congreas, however, chose to im-
pose regulation and to direct o be-
leaguered FCC to figure out how to
make the impossible work.

The FCC made the broad assump-
tion that all cable companices were
charging more for services than they
cost to deliver, so they calculated the
per-channel “benchmark" rate for sys.
tems nationwide — rural or urban,
large or small — based on the same
formula.

Monthly rates for customenrs are fig-
ured by multiplying that per-channel
rate by the number of channels on the
system, and then adding equipment
charges which are based on cost.

The number of channels and the
type and age of equipment used varies
widely among cable systems. That is
why the new rates differ from one com-
munity to the next, even if served by
the same cable company.

What’s the

QUESTION:Every

The FCC'u major ervor was its failure
to recognize the benefits that compa-
nies like MetroVision were creating by

horgt Iy low (subsidized)

prices for broadcast basic service. We
aro filling that need bccuusn, like your
editor, we believe that “residents of our
commumlles should have access to ba.
sic cable T'V at ns inexpensive a rate as
possible,”

In fact, our broadcast basic service
was free for many years. Then, the U.S.
Copyright Office said we were not per-
mitted to give a service away, so we
charged $1 per year — still more than
fair. Now the government's new regu-
lated rate, based on the uniform bench-
mark, is more than $120 per year. Yes,
something's screwy. The lower end
users may no longer be subsidized by
1he higher end users, That solution
seems to please only those customers
who were doing most of the subsidiz-
ing. No doubt this issue will be revisit-
ed by Congress soon and the FCC will
“fix” it for us again,

Despite the new prices we feel the
need to address the incentive behind
our delivery of programming. The cable
industry began as a delivery service for
customers who could not receive broad.
cast signals clearly over the air with
antennas. Never mind thot the broad-

truth abou

rators, that SAT scores have

magazine I read polnts out how puur
our high schoo! graduates perform
in the aren of basic skills, especially
reading and math. [ teachina
school district where our MEAP and
SAT scores have gone up. How
much fact and how much myth do
these journalistic news makers deal
with? What process would insure
children learn basic reading and
math skills?

ANSWER: In general, most newspa-
per and magazine articles report what
is called “group data,"” the casiest data
to gain access to and the poorest type
of data to quote from.

For instance, newspaper articles con-
sistently report how SAT scores have
decreased nationwide over the years,'
‘The inference then can be made that
SAT scores are down in every schoal
district including this readership aren.
Yet, ] know for a fact, from talking with

increased in many districts in this
newspaper’s readership area.

However, when the SAT scores of the
middle and upper middle class school
districts in this readership area are
averaged in with Detroit and other
communities with massive social prob-
lems, the overall SAT score in Michi-
gan and nationwide is down, And an
overall column on SAT or MEAP
scores being down is, I guess, much
more newsworthy than breaking out
the data and looking at each district as
an entity unto itself,

All this withstanding, we do have a
wmajor problem with too many younger
adults gradusting with weak basic
skills for reasons that can no Iungcr be
blamed on i

GUEST COLUMNIST

e and ndvertisers, and they're scared.

TYpw

haos come along and
eaten the lunch they took for granted.
Sorry, but that's free enterprise, and
that's the way it works.

Now Congress has permitted the
broadcasters to ask for cash or other
consideration from any cnble system
whn wants to carry b

gineers, entertainers and businesa peo-
ple who are dedicated to making televis
sion your link to the future, Thatis
why we are spending millions of dollnm .
right here in Livonia, Redford, F'
ington, Farmington Hills and Novi m
install advanced fiber optics and mal
use of new wchnolngy called “digital -~

{on" which has the potential +

Mclmvlmon is pleused that thcse

[ ToM BIORKLUND

congent”
are proceeding smoothly with our local

casters had promised universal service
in cxchungo for their frec use of the
public airwaves, We were not aellmx
those signals; we were g those

broadcasters. We hope to have agree-
ments with all of them by the Oct. 6
deadline; however, as we have stated
publicly, we w:ll not pay cash to any

signals,

‘We have never claimed any owner-
ship of them, nor do we now. We do,
however, take pride in the cable pro-
gramming that our own industry has
helped foster: CNN, Discovery, HBO,
ete.

As it turned out, those same custom-
ors who bought our broadcast delivery
service also became attached to these
cable channels, They started to watch
them, talk about them and even buy
ndverllslng on them. All of a audden

{and even
are seeing dwindling shares of audienc-

on smaller kids on the playground) for
years, Regardless of how much tlme
and energy h is de-

are  to paying
for progmmmmx that is free over thc

ln the unfortunate event that a
enies us to

conlinue delivering its signal, we will
have to remove that station from our
channel lineup. Either way, we will
preas forward with incrcuslngly popu-
lar cable programming and look for
-new and better ways to deliver it. We'll
look for ways to meke it interactive,
and casy to use, and more reliable, and
more fun, and well, you get the picture,

This is an industry of

to quadruple the number of channelg... et
our customers receive,

Most cable companies are private »
ventures started by real men and wom-.
en like your dad and your mom who .
went to the bank, asked for a loan, and-.*
took a risk to devvlop this televiaion ‘'
system that is now the envy of the
world. And we have done it at a price  **
that more than 60 million Americans™ """
decide is fair every single month, Some
72,000 of those people live right heren...
the area MetroVision serves.

With or without competition, we will.
continue to deliver qnnhly program-t:
ming at rezsonable prices if the govern~
ment will please keep out of our busiz, ::
ness. nE

Guest columnist Tom Bjorklund i w... =
vice pmsrdcnt and regional manoger Qe
McrruVstn, which provides cable tefps
mswn service ta Livonia, Redford, 92

"
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— bright, hard working, innovative en-

t those MEAP and SAT scores?

classes for non-performing students
taught by those teachers who don't
want to be there (they want the more
disciplined, less obnoxluus brighter
students). And then we give the kids
the same material (basic math and
English skllls) year after year, &}nth no

Hillsand =%
Nouvi.

Ilht»:ﬂlll
fus

PAREREIITE

And if the principal believesa wnchch
is not using the correct teaching mef

ods and pushes too hard, he can expeuC
lhe district’'s MEA npresenmtive to.sr.
raige the question of the academic fme\
dom clause in the contract.

I But don't just blame the MEA or th(
1 because the centrsl =

bility at all i the
student or their parents.
@ If the remedial math or English
teacher retains certain kids, he/she
gets those same kids back next year in
the same textbook, possibly the same
seat.
W In some school districts, if a teacher,

and
vote to non~dlscml|ncd adolescents,
there has been minimal pressure on
those su_ldmts to “put out or get out™.

nwuy. \What arc some nf the major is-
sues?

# Many districts have used social pro-
motion (moving the kid on because he
is too big for the desk and may beat up

Insti ly they know what the man.
dutory age 16 system is all sboul, a sys.
tem that will carry them on their
backs, often to graduation.

W We create middle and high school

remedial (refresher) math and English

The Southfield/Lathrup Multicultural Coalition Presents:
[[[A COMMUNITY FORUM|||
LIVING IN
SOUTHFIELD/LATHRUP

Changes, Choices, Challenges

Part [I—Solutions

Thursday, October 14 « 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. « Southtield-Lathrup High School
North Commons Caleteria (use entrances at northeast of northwest corners of the building)

NAME:

YES, twe will attend the Community Forum

CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Take an active part in making
Southfield/Lathrup a great place to live.

Keynote Speaker: Reverend James Lyons, Director,
Ecumenical Institute for Jewish-Christian Studies

R.S.V.P. by Wednesday, October 6. Call 642.5393
or mall the form bolow

Arab Anti-Dis

ially a middle or hlgh school
teacher takes a hard line and flunks
Lhone who are doing llwmlly nut}ung.
with the
will result.

For those who weren't aware, most
principals keep data on their teachers’
grading style. Give an abundance of
A(s) and you could be suspect, give too
many E(s) and better have a reason.

and ANY LENS
from our entire
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Cﬂyel Lathrup Vidlago

ADDRESS:
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PHONE:

]Cmamaalm Shoarey Zedek
Ecumonical Instituta for Jewish-Christian Studies
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Amorican Cilizens for Justice
| Chaldoan Assyrian Foundation
Chaldoan Federation of Amorica

| First Baplist Church of Datroi
Hope Uinked Mothodist Church
il

selection FREE

with any other
eyeglass purchase of
equal or greater value.

Hurry in-and save big!
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| St. Bode Clmohe Chulch

29501 Plymouth
Opon Housing 427-1600

Authority

| swmlmldﬂomoowmn Coalition

] Southliold Public Schools
Tho Noighboood Projsct
Young israol of Southlield

13551 Michigan Ave.

WATERFORD

Summit Mall Reglonal

office staff often requires principals to 3
keep the grading data. So the bluma.- e
obviously has to end up, as always, i i
one office - the superintendent.

Regardless of how we paint the pie—;
ture or rationalize, there are children ~\
graduating without the basic skills e
necessary for succeas in the work pla
And community colleges have now if-
herited the task. You ask if I knew ol
process that 1 believe will increase chil:
dren’s basic skills in my next column’b

James "Doc" Doyle, a former twch,;:—
er/school admmmmlor/umuemty i
structor, i president of Doyle and Ag:-
sociates, an educational consultin,
firm,

o
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