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"~ BYPAT MURPHY
BrAr? WRITER
-Irony? Or poctic juatice?

An Oskland County womon
convicted of mnking false state.
ments while trying to vote is to be
sentenced — on election day.

Marilynno Burton-Ristau of
Orion Township facea a maxi-
mum five years in prison after a
circuit court jury Monday found
her guilty of one charge of making
a false affidavit to register to vote
and a second charge of giving a

" OU sets talk
on Mideast

Vernon Egger, Ph.D., expert on
Islam end recent interviewer of
the PLO's Arafat, will present a
free public lecture at Oakland
L ity Oct. 8 on hinkil

the Middle East: The August

Surprise of Isreel and the PLO."

Egger, & faculty member at
Georgla Southern University, will
lecture at 2 p.m. in Rooms 126-
127 of the Oakland Center. The
talk is sponsored by the OU De-
partment of History.

Egger is fluent in Arabic and
hns done research in Egypt, The
United Arab Emirates, Oman, the

: Yemen Arab Republic, Morocco
and Tunisia.

Egger hos received numerous
_fellowships and travel awards.
His most recent book nearing

- completion is ecntitled “The

Tslamic Experience.”

A reception for Egger will follow
in St. John Fisher Chapel.

Health fraud
forum at OU

Oakland University will host a
forum on health fraud at 2 p.m.
Wednesday at the Shotwell-Gus-
tafson Pavilion,

Tickets are $30. Call 370-3198.

Evelyn DeNike of the Food and
Drug Administration will speak.
Her topic is “Current FDA Iasucs
and Initlatives.”

The purposes of the forum is to
fnerease awarencss in recognizing
health froud, to educate profes-
slonals and the public about new
food labeling requirements and to

- review new recommended require-
ments for vitamin and mineral
producers to support claims of
thetr benefits.
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false statement on an cbsentee
ballot.

She is scheduled to be sen-
tenced by Judge Richard D, Kuhn
on Nov. 2, the same day dozens of
Qakland County communities
will conduct municipal elections.

Burton-Ristay, a Canadian
who has permanent resident sta-
tus because she is married to an
American, was found guilty In a
three.day trial o!: .twlca‘ filing

In the process of applying for
the ballots, Burton-Ristau signed
statements spying she wos an
American_citizen. She testified
that ehe did so after an employee
at the U.S. consulate in Toronto,
Kenneth Shivers, edvised her she
was eligiblo to vote In local elee.
tions.

“Jt was a mistake,” she said.
“Hed I known I couldn’t vote, I
would not have tried.”

inded

for
ballots in 1990.

The p
Burton-Ristau violated voting

laws. Tho jury agreed.

“They jury obvioualy rejected
the argument that It (the state-
monts) was a mistake,” sald Ger-
ald D. Polsson, chief assistant
prosecutor. “Exlsting law clearly
mandates that we prosecuto viola-
tions of eloction laws and that's
what we dld.

“The purity of the clection pro-
cess moust be presorved. It's the
way wo clect officials and decldo
issues of public policy.”

Polsson sald the prosccution
will not ask for the maximum
penalty. “It's up to the judge, but
ll don't think she'll even got jail
time,'

"Anti-incinerator activist convicted of voter fraud :

Burton-Ristau was president of
RAIL (Residents againat Inciner-
ators and Landfills) and a vocal-~
critic of Oakland County's pro- =
posed $500 million solld waste A
program that included & $200 mil-

o Inclnorat

in Aubum Hille.

Burton-Ristau's in
he {me, Insist the p
tlon againet her was politically

motivated.

“Sho stepped on some_toes,”
said ‘Thomas Strangway of Orfon
Township. “This whole thing was
politics.”

In 1891 Burton-Ristau wae In’>
the forefront of a highly contro- =3
versiol campalgn a8 county offi-»
cials sought voter opproval on awi
bond lssus to finance the eolidy!
‘wasto program.
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