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Eaxon rips plan, Dolan expects changes

)
BY Tin Riciiarp
STArF WriveR X

Tax differences can be lroned
ouf, but Gov. John Engler’s plan
for'non-union “charter schools" is
in :big trouble in the Michigan
Legislature.

‘"He's attacking leachers. It's
an affront to their profesaional.
ism,” said Sen. Jack Faxon, D-
Fermington Hille, Faxon called
the charter school plan a refugee
from “Alice in Wenderland — off
with their hends!”

“Buzz words,” scoffed Rep.
Williom Keith, D-Garden City,
chairman of both the House Edu.
cotion Committee and a Demo.
cratic task force on school reform,
*Qur survey showed 74 percent
don’t want to use public tax dol-
Yars 1o fund charter schools, The
vaucher plan may droin taxes into
elitist schools."”

“Gov. Engler has proposed
some sweeping changes in how he
addresses not enly the funding of
public education but in quality
and cost contaimment,” explained
state Rep. Jan Dolan, R-Farming-
ton, in a written stat t

M ‘The governor has been consistently wrong.
He lost on Proposal C. He lost on Proposal A.
He does not hear what the voters are saying.’

Sen. Jack Faxon

prison), a “menopoly,” & “Berlin
wall,” the “company store ...
holding kids hostage” os ho adve-
cated competition through charter
schools,

The first-term governor spoke
to & natfonal televisi di

B No income tax hike — OK
with 1 bl

that would be lost next year,

Even if Engler’s plan were to
poss unchanged, the etate would
be $300 million short of replacing
the reptiuled prnpgny taxes. He

auch a8 :compctlt(vnubidding on
school district health lnsuunfu.

Engler from page 1A .

the plan to be challenged on Con-
stitutional grounds,

“This is all talk, by the way. -

Most of the legislators who hung
around afterwards said that 50
percent of this will never happen.
But no one knows which 50 per-
cent.

Tauded selectivel

dur-

P and cutting adm#
trative costs,

emong Democrats.

W A statewide business property
tax of 18 mills — a stronger ver-
gion of the tax baso sharing plan

a8 well as 148 legislators, He aaid
local schoo! districts should be
empowered to grant chartera to
groups of teachers, a buslneas or
other entities to operate a school
speclalizing in math, history, the
arts, technology or even preachool.

Charter schools would bo free
from “hurcaucratic rules” such as
dealing with unions or using cer-
tified teachers, he said.

“No public school teacher
should be compelled to be in the
union to teach in the classroom,”
said Engler to prolonged Republi-

1 House D

that suburban schools bitterly re.
sisted in court — OK with both
parties this time.

W A 16-mill property tax on sec-
ond homes and non-residents’
homes — not objectionable to el-
thee party.

M A 0.5 percent hike in the single
business tax rate (now 2.35 per-
cent) — nat overly objectionable
to either party.

W A 4 percent tax on homestead
transfers — no Immedinte reac-
tion but probably facing a mojor
fight from real estate agents.

B A 50 cents-a-pack hike in the

Wednesday.

“As tho suggested chonges
move throughout the legislative
process, I'm quite certain some
revisions will occur, The final
product must place the edueation
of a1 children in Michigan at our
top priority while not negatively
impneting our high quality dis-
tricts,” Dolnn said.

Plan outlined

Engler Tuesday came out
swinging against public schools
s o foilure, a “gulag” (Siberion

can
many with teachers union leaders
as their floor guests, sat In stany
silence.

‘The House Taxation Commit.

tax and other tobacco
taxes — no audible objections.

Sales tax hike

tee will hear public
three times next week: from 10
a.m. to noon Wednesday, Oct. 13;
1:30-5 p.m. Friday, Oct. 15; and
from 9 a.m. onward Monday, Oct.
18, in the State Capitol, GOP co-
chairman Willis Bullard of Mil-
ford announced.

To pay for the $7 billion in local
schoal property taxes which En-
gler and the Legislature wiped out
in July, Engler proposed:

The t of Engler's
plan is a 2 percent hike (to & per-
cent) in the salea tax. He naked
for o Feb, 8 spectal election on
this item,

Thot ballot proposal also would
raise the Headlee amendment's
limitation on state taxes as a per-
centage of income, Without both,
Engler anid, “We will be $2 billion
short” of replacing the nearly $7
billion in property tax revenue

¥ p d a three-
tier system for school funding: (1)
Every district would be guaran.
teed at least $4,500 per pupil; (2)
schools already spending $4,501
to $6,5600 wauld be “held harmless
(would be fully reimbursed)"”; and
(3) the 35 school districts spend-
ing more than $6,600 would be al-
fowed to ask voters for local prop-
erty taxes,

“He wants to bring the bottom
up, not the top down,” sald Sen-
ate Education chairman Michacl
Bouchard, R-Birmingham,
summing up a broad suburban re-
action, He praised Engler's local
option tax proposal.

Bouchard was cool to the sec-
ond home tax and raising the sin-
gle business tax.

“The governor has been con-
sistently wrong,” snid Faxon, “He
108t on Proposal C (a sales tax in-
crease In 1992), He lost on Pro-
posal A (a sales tax incrense in

June 1993). He docs nat hear

what voters are saying.”

Faxon and a group of Qakland
County Democrats this week will
launch a petition drive to repeal
PA 145, the law that eliminated
school property taxes, CARE (Cit-
izens Alliance for Responsible
Education) can be reached in
Farmington Hills at (313) 478-
0942, fax (313) 473-6441.

p (
ing the speech),” Flansgan said.
“It’s awkward to do when others
around you are applauding for ev-
erything”
Who's broken?

Follow-up speech .
Debbie Cornwell, a PTA repre-

sentative, and Debbie Lukasiak,

of Advocates for Excellence in Ed-

ucation, attended a second Engler :

speech Tuesdsy nigh
High School in Bloomfield Hills.
Cornwell favors improving ex-
tsting schools and wonders if dia-
tricts that don't open their
schools to non-resldents would be

¢ at Lahser .

penalized. She called Eogler's

plans “grandiose.”

is not le and does not

Bruce Barrett, super-
intendent for finance, criticized
Engler's speech for lacking sub-
stance and for calling the entire
school system “broken.”

“Farmington isn’t broken,”
Barrett sald,

Barrett said the schools of
choice idea s flawed because of
the limits of both building space
and the willingness of parents to
drive farther to get their kids to
school,

Parents ore nlready in their dis-
trict of choice in Farmington, Bar-
rett sald,

A common Engler refrain was:
“They (school children) deserve
better.,” School board president
Cathy Webb believes Farmington
schoolchildren are already getting

etter.

“Y feel that ‘better’ will be taken
away," she sald,

Also, Webb is “frightened” by
the concept of charter schools but
is trying not to be “skeptical” of
the entire plan,

“Who will open and govern
them (charter schools)?” she
asked., “There will be no labor ne-
gotintions end no unions in-
volved.”

with local control issues.

Lukesiak said the Engler plan
itab deal :

And she spurned the proposed

sales tax increase.

“How many times do you need *

to say, ‘No'?'

“This (Engler's plan) tran,
slates to another shell game. I :

don't see where we will be any fur-
ther ahead,

Economiat Patrick Anderson,
who works for Richard Headlce's

Co. in Farmington Hills, wel-
comes Engler's proposal.

“It would inject Bome competi-
tive pressures,” Anderson sald.
“Schools of choice would give us
the ability to demand good ser-
vice”

He favors neighborhood schools
at the elementary level but wel
comes flexibility to choose high
schools.

The plan would put “new mon-
ey into a changed system,” Ander-
son said.

1t's what Engler didn’t say that
concerns Farmington Hills City
Manager Bill Costick.

“I didn't hear him speak to
state revenue sharing,” Costick
said. “He didn't outline it.”

confort again. - »

awn two (eel.

Don't let foot
sneak up

Most people don't realize the punishgient they put their feet through every day.
Squteezing vour [eet into shoes that are too tight or wearing heels that are too high may
aggravate foot problems. Sporting activities and centain medical conditions may also
cause toot and ankle discomfort which could hamper your daily routine.

That's why it will probably take more than a pair of sneakers to make your feet [eck
1 better. Your ftst step to healthier feet is to call West Oaks Foot & Ankle, Novi, Dr. Hilary
Rosenthal will diagnose your problem and recommend treatment so you are walking in

Pr. Rosenthal provides quality care to all age groups for a variety of foot and ankle
complaints. including sports injuries (sprains and fractures), ingrown toenails and
diabetic and geriatric foot problenis. Yout will receive quality. compassionate care,

+ combined with the latest in diagnostic and therapeutic equipment.

: Whether you have a foot problem now or just want to be sure you never get one, you
have two very good reasons 1o call 348-7684 today. And those two reasons are your

12 MILE ROAD

West Oaks
Fool & Ankic

problems

For an appointment, please call:

kN

decisions quickly and responsibly.
. Friedman believes in giving carel

I n e ,
Especially This One . . .

your relationship with your ebstetrician/gynecologist is one of the most important ones
vau'll ever have. Good communication with your doctor is the key to making your pregnancy

great stant? Select an

Communication Is The Key
To Any Good Relationship.

and the birth of your baby one of the most special times of your life.

You want a doctor sensitive to your beliefs, vet professional enough to make medical
‘At Meadowbrook Obstetrics and Gynecology, Dr. Steven
ful consideration to your necds and desires while doing
evenything possible to ensure a smooth, safe pregnancy and delivery.

He encourages discussion of any prenatal and birthing concems ranging from cravings
and varicose veins to amniocentesis and epidurals. He pays close aitentton not only to your
body and the baby growing inside, but also to your thoughts, feclings and questions too.

Dr. Friedman will communicate various birthing and prenatal options, ensurin that
everyone — doctor. patient and family — has all the information necessary 1o make
educated decisions at this momentous time in your life.

Why not get the latest relationship in your life — the one with your new baby — offtoa
bstetrician/gynecologist who cares about communicating with you.

! g.i g . Hilary Rosenthal, D.P.M.
I 8 West Oaks Foot & Ankle
e ™ H (313) 348-7684 For an appointment, call: et
: 27780 Novi Read, Suite 101 Steven ). Friedman, D.O. E| ccrono
s 1695 Novi, M1 48377 Meadowbrook Obstetrics and Gynecology - &
i 1275 (313) 380-9890 2 1458
: Metro Medical Building & R
: 40000 W. Eight Mile gl oSS
H (Just west of Haggeny)
! Northville, Michigan O MILE ROAD .
7 Open 9 a. to & pn Monday and Friday, 9 am. to 7 pm. Tuesday and Thursday ~
i and 9 a.m.to | pan. Wednesday. An Feoviding a full amay of women's health cane senvices Including Laser and lapasoscopic SUrgery, .
¢ . Aae | Meadowhnook Obstetrics and Gyneeology is open 9 am. to 5 pam. Monday through Friday.
H Sesed| DI Fridman, ahmdml: of the New York Coliege of Osteopathle Madicine, o‘ldr Westbury.
: Cemeat | NV completed his It p and residency d logy' at Detroit h
H Meesst [ progpital, Highland Park, and Bl-County Community 1ospital, Warrea.
- - - R N - . - ) . -




