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The search |
Let’s look for ‘right stuff’

he Farmington Board of Education is

undertaking the arduous and delicate
task of replacing Michael Flanagan as
superintendent. We wish them well.

First, we like the idea the board is seeking
advice from the school employees and members
aof the community as to what qualities they'd
like to see in a new superintendent.

We also commend board members for taking
a more hands-on approach in this seprch whife
using the more cost-effective Michigan Associa-
tion uf School Boards to guide them.

We have a few thoughts on the subject, too,

For instance, trustees agreed at the Sept. 21
Ticeting that having a doctorate should not be
mandatory. They cite the current superintend-
ent, who has a master’s degree.

While we don't think not having a doctorate
should disqualify a sterling candidate, it would
be a plus and something to strive for,

It's also been mentioned the new superin-
tendent should be visible in the community. We
agree, but to what extent?

In his five years, Flanagan wore out a trail
from Shiawassee Hill to Glen Oaks Country
Club, the Farmington Community Center and
the Botsford Inn, representing the districtat a
myriad of functions from retirement parties for
city officials to lending the charge at cultural
diversity seminars. His efforts repaired what
were previously tenuous relationships at best
with city and community groups.

in the end, though, Flanagan admitted it
ware him out.

We think it would be unreasonable and un.
fair to expect the same of his successor. A good
school superintendent doesn't need season tick-
ets for every banquet dais to have a high profile
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in the community. We algo suspect o new su-
perintendent will be busy with other pressing
matters.

As for Flanagan, we give him our best in his
new position as superintendent of Wayne Coun-
ty Regional Educational Service Agency.

His commendable service to Farmington
schools can be measured in a number of ways.
During his tenure, he's brought in several high-
ly qualified administrators — including new
principals at all three high schools,

He also fostered an atmosphere of creativity
that is seen in such innovative programs as the
zero hour at North Farmington.

If there was one blemish during Flanegan’s
tenure, though, it was dealing effectively with
the segment of people who were less than satis-
fied with the schools,

Too often, he tried to “establish a dialogue"
instead of talking to them. He attempted to
“bring closure™ to matters instead of settling
them.

T'hat said, no one could ever question his
commitment to the most important people in
education: the kids. The sincere look in his eyes
when he handed a child a pen for lending the
pledge during board meetings expressed it bet-
ter thon any educationalese.

And that is going to be hard to replace.

Paper tailored to community

ationnl Newspaper Week hegins Sunday
N and this is the time we're making i major

change in our paper designed to bring us
even closer to you, our renclers,

Although the Observer &
centric Newspapers ce
to bu the name of the network of
“ 12 suburbian newspagpers you
read, we are decentralizing our
internal structure to hetter

Our awnrd-winning newspapers are heing
crafted into three divisions: the Eecentrics, the
Ohservers and a Regional operation. The re-
gional group includes the seetions such s
‘Iaste. Business and Entertainment, which go
into ench of our community newspapers.

I'his will make it simpler for you as n
newsimaker, reader or advertiser to pet in touch
with us.

Andl it will make it ensier for us to tailor our
s and cireulation to the needs of your
ual community.
T'he restructuring is o continuation of our de-

B The restructurlng Is a continua-
tion of our deslire to make the Ob-
server & Eccentrlc Newspapers
the best network of suburban
newspapers In the country. And In
our estimatlon, best connotes
Journalistic excellence as well as
leadership and responsiveness to
our communlities.

We began n dinlogue with you, opening up our
phone lines so that you could vote, comment or
pet information on local issues.

Andl our major local stories and editorinls, as
ul informa-
tion, is nDOw o ble to those with personal
computers through our On-Line computerized
information service.

Recently we offered our opinion pages for
readers to write u column on loeal issues or na-
tional events that hit home. You will find one of
vour neighbor® in cach Thursday edi-

sire to make the Observer & Becentrie Newsy
pers the best network of suburban newspapers
in the country. And in our estimation, best con-
notes journalistic excellence as well as leader-
ship and i 45 Lo our ITH

In the past yenr and a hall, we have rede-
signed our newspapers Lo make them more
render friendly, including more calor photo-
graphs, a weekly community calendar and a
tront-page index giving you a rundown on what

you can find inside.
We started monthly reader advisory groups in
ench community to help us find out whot you

tion,

Nest month we will begin opening upour
twice-monthly editorinl beard mectings to any-
ane who wonld like to see how we arrive at our
editorial stands. Stay tuned for information on
time, place and date,

We don’t take our job lightly; your communi-
ty is our ity. Nationnl N }

Week is an optimum time for us to update you
on the changes we're muking — and for you to
ke n look at how we're serving our community.

We want you to e ns proud of us as we are of

want covered,
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Thank you
n Saturday, Sept. 18, approximately 215
people met at Cloverdale Schoo), a school
for severely mentally and muitiply im-

paired children and adults, for the first annual

Road Rally Fund Raiser,

All the instructions were given and the race
was on. After working on mind bending chies
and running all over Farmington and Fary
ton Hills, everyone met at the Pi
in Farmington for food and entertainment.

The most exciting part of the evening was the
announcement by Nancy and Ray Merlo, par-
ents of a student at Cloverdale and organizers of
the road rally, that more than $5,000 was raised
for Cloverdale. This money will allow our stu-
dents to participate in a varicty of school activi-
ties, including a number of community experi-
ence trips,

Cloverdale’s staff and students would like to
thank everyone who attended the road rally and
those who worked behind the seenies donnting
their time, money, and talents to make it a won-
derful evening.

Cl dale School D

Clul

Claudette Bosscawen,
) 1 Training
Center

‘Inaccurate Picture’

he editorial “The Attitude” in the Sept.

23 Farmington Observer, I think, puinted

a very inaccurate picture of the residents
along Farmington Road and their recent ap-
pearance at a city council meeting to discuss
the proposed bike path. I, being one of thase

idents, am far from ‘" 1 " amd

found the council meeting one of the better ex-
amples of government working with the people
that I have seen.

People descrve to be informed by, and have
input into, the government that they support.
The large group of citizens that showed up for
this meeting, a number of whom are not even
living on Farmington Road, demonstrated that
people are interested in their city and want to
be heard.

We were kept in the dark on the city's plans
for the bike path until we were surprised by sur-
veyors on our front lawn one day putting in
stakes and tagging all the big, old trees out
front.

The disinformation reccived by residents
from different city departments regarding the
path since then is astounding. The council
meeting served to clarify discrepancies as well
a8 provide an apportunity for council members
to receive input from residents. We were grate-
ful to have the mayor, council members, and
city planners listen to us and our ileas.

Tssues such aa the following were discussud:
location of the path (i.e.: where in the landscape
it would go and whether it should be un the east
or tho west side of Farmington Road), vehicle,
bike, and pedestrinn safety concerns, whether

the path should cross a busy road like Farming-
ton Road, type and desigm of path construction
(asphalt, concrete, paving bricks) to best fit into
our nren’s rural-like atmosphere, maintenance
of the path (snow removal, clean-up), the fact
that the path goes to a park (Heritage) where
bikes aren’t atlowed on park paths, and the pro-
posed width of the path {or should I say
“I'lill(l").

“I'his is the first 8-foot wide bike puth that I
am aware of in our arca that crosses through n
residentiol aren, not a park (like Kensington
ropark), and thus there are many new spe-
cinl issues Lo be addressed. This is not a 4-foot
sidewalk. The mayor and council seemed im-
pressed with the level of dinlog at the meeting
mlui I believe learned something from the peo-
ple.

Overud, the opinion seemed to be that the
path should not be put in the “path of least
resistonee” just becanse it is easier to build
there or hecause we huve available grant money
10 burn, but the ideas and concerns of the peo-
ple should first be listened to.

1 am a jogger, cyclist, and walker and I know
with nl! the beautiful, quict subdivisions in
Farmington Hills that [ do these things in 1
surely wouldn't find it enjoyable to do them
next to a busy rond. I can live with the final
dlecision on the path ag long as 1 know that we
|I](l\'l: been given a chance to speak and a fair
shuke,

Mark Weber, Formington Hills

Future in jeopardy?
¢ hove inherited a planet of almost in-

W finite surprise and beauty. One aspect

s the tropical rain forest, and man is
raying this forest at the rate of an acre a
.,

T know this revelation seems incredible, but
it's true. We are losing more than just acreage,

"Fhe greatest profusion of life that has ever
existed is slipping away forever. This is a trage-
dy of unprecedented proportions, but the dam-
age is fnr more reaching.

We nre losing thousands of undiscovered
fouds, medicines and other valuable sut
Wo nre destroying a genetic diversity, that could
be a hedge against erop failure and other calam-
ities. We are ruining watersheds, changing rain.
fall and climate patterns, and we are gaining
very little or nothing in retuen.

Tinin furests of the tropics give life to an as.
tonishing varicty of plant and animal life. Mil-
lions of years of tropical sun and rain have
stimulated an extravagance of adaptation, spe-
cinlization and interdependence of plant, tree,
animnd, bird and insect life, .

1f yont wish to know more about life in the'
tropical rain forest, you can contact, Conserva-.
tion Internationnl, 1015 18th St. N.W,, Suite
1000, Washington D.C. 20036,

George R, Moll, Farmington Hills
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