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Inquiring children are usually
surprised when funeral director
Kevin McCabe tells them during
lectures that he has nevor seen a
ghdst.

Nor hams he heard things go
bump in the night,

But neither McCabe nor his fa-
ther L. David can dispute that the
splrite have been kind to them
and blessed them with good for-
tusie, eapecially as they celcbrate
the 100th anniversary of the
M¢Cabe funeral busincas.

1t's not easy to live to be 100 in
the, fun.u.-fnl hun(n‘em‘; with all its

ington Hills city manager Wil-
lism Costick, Farmington Hills
Historical Commission chairper-
son Kathryn Briggs and former
Farmington Hills mayor and
noted historian Jean Fox.

Fox naorrated the historical
cvents which transpired during
the past 100 years,

“That’s 10 decades, four gener-
ations, five or six wars, seven or
eight depressions or recessions,”
Fox said. “This business was oble
to wenther it all.”

‘The Botsford Inn is the only
other 100-yenr Farmington area
business, Fox said.

In 1833, Francis J. McCabe

an

Although the McCabe Funcral
Home has only been in Farming-
ton Hills for 21 years, the busi-
ness is receiving its share of offi-
cial congratulations,

“Wo decided to have a gather-
ing to celebrate,” Kevin McCabe
said,

The businesa soon received pla-
ques from the Farmington Hills
Historical Commission, the
Furmington/Farmington Hills
Chember of Commerce, the His-
torical Soclcty of Michigan and a
state proclamation.

Tho Historical Society of Mich-
igan lauds the McCabes for “100
years of continuous operation in
service to the people of Michigan
and contributing to the econo.
nomic growth and vitality of our
state.”

A specinl ceremony Oct. 1, dedi-
cated o historical marker present-
ed by the Farmington Hills His-
toricnl Commission.

Among those attending the cer-
emony at the funeral home with
the McCabes were: Farmington
Hills Mayor Nancy Bates, Farm-

d the Detroit Funcral
Home of Frank Gibb at Cass and
Grand River.

In 1902, McCabe moved to
Canfield and Grand River, again
moving in 1904 to Hudson and
Grand River.

In 1913, he built his own funer-
al home ot 5641 Grand River,
which he operated until his death

in 1850,

After World War 11, Clifford L.
McCabe, his son and successot,
moved to a new ranch-style funer-
al home on Grand River in Rose-
dole Park.

1.. Davld McCabe, o third gen-
eration son, joined the fim in
1956 and moved the firm to its
Farmington Hills location in

1971,

Kevin L. McCabe, the fourth
generation, joined the firm in
1981, A $700,000 expansion of
this home was completed in 1983,
The expansion provides for seven
state rooms, two complete chap-
els, a library, several conference
rooms and a parking lot for 100

cars.
“The services are o far cry from

McCabe Funeral Home hits century mark
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On the mark: Kevin McCabe, the fourth generation of McCabes, stands in front of a historical marking commem-
orating 100 years of business, including the last 21 in Farmington Hills.

the way things were done back be-
fore the turn of the century when
my grandfather began the busi-
ness,’ said L. David McCabe in a
1988 interview.

“In those days, the service was
cither in n store front *funeral par-

Yot or in the family’s home. And  McCabe strive to be active in the
going to the called for i
my grandfother to make the long
trip to the outskirts of town in a
horse-drawn carriage with the cof-
fin riding in the back.”

Both L. David and Kevin

doses of wit and humor on the
side.

Kevin McCabe especially is a Kevin McCabe also serves as
frequent lecturer on death and president of the Farmington/
grieving. He presents his topics Fi i Hills i
truthfully, scrved up with small Center.

M-102 project gets mired in a political gridlock

By BILL COUTANT
STAYF WRITZR

1 Sometimes cutting the fat takes
some of the lean in Washington.

At least that’s the opinlon of
U.S. Rep. Joe Knoltenberg, R-
Bloomfield Township, about the
removal of the M-102/Grand Riv-
or interchange reconstruction
project from the Transportation
Appropristions Bill on Sept. 22,

The project, which Farmington
Hills has been trying to get money
for since the late 1970s, would
have relieved “arguably one of the
worst  traffic i night-

of the project a “parliamentary
maneuver.

“It 15 80 unfortunate that an ef-
fort to help the people of

meres in Oakland County, 0l-
lenberg had satd in June, when $4
million was included in the
Transportation Appropriations
Bill for it.

Knollenberg called the removal

Oakland County,
while ot the same time saving the
taxpayer $12 million, has fallen
victim to politics as usual,” he

said.
‘The project would have includ-
ed o new two-lane bridge north of

The scaled down version won
l"(nvolr’ thanks to the efforta of

the existing four-lane bridge
across M-102 that serves traffic
turning on to Haggerty. The plan
would cost about $10 million, a
savings of $12 million over a full-
scale interchange. The appropria-
tions subcommittee had ear-
matked $4 million in this year's
budget and another $4 million
next year.

“There is a lot of concern about

pork barrel projects,” said Farm-
ington Hills city manager Bill
Costick. “This was a legitimat
project that got loat in that effort
to cut waste.”

Since M-102 and Grand River .
are state roads, the city has had to
wait for ever decreasing state rond
money for a project that would
have to be bullt to state standards
of a full-scale interchenge.

and
;;ha.h—man Bob Carr, D-East Lans. .
n L

I

Costick sald the project is mot -
dead, but will have to “get back in
line” with others for federal mon-

o .
~Knollénberg shld he won't let
the issue die,

.Standlng room:

other attractions.
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Visitors receive an inside glimpse of a helicopter during the Farming-

lon Hills Fire Department's Open House Sunday, which featured fire safety tips and

Firefighters open doors for
good times and safety tips

BY AILEENWINGBLAD
BTAFF WRITER

* Fire facts and safety tips — as
well as plenty of fun things to seo
and do — wero the day's fare Sun-

day nfternoon at the Farmington

Hills Fire Department’s annual
Open House held at fire head.
Qquarters on Drake Road.
i And judging from the reactions
bf the hundreds of local folka who
turned out for tho cvent, it was
fuite the success, For one, they
carned such things as

If o fire staris in your mi-
trowave oven, it's hest to keep the
floor shut and turn off the unit
until the flames die down.
W Youngstors should practice fire
drills and home cacape plans ina
darkened area to better {mulat
conditions during a fire.
R A amall kitchen fire can cause
fspwards of $60,000 in damage.
: “We all veally enjoy tho open
houses, We have been coming
tach year for tho past four years
or #o,” sald Farmington Hills res-
ident Lor Goldborg, who hed

JE TN

brought along her two youngaters,
Aly, 9, and Andy, 6, and thelr
friend Annfe Licberman, to the
firo atation.

“The kids get a real benefit out
of all of this, especially since they
are learning what to do in case
they are ever in a fire, like how to
get out, the ‘atop, drop and roll'
and all that,” sald Goldberg.

The “Smoke House” continues
to be popular with the kids as
well as their paronta during Open
House. Designed to closely simu-
late for people the expetience of
being in an actual hom fire, the
smoke house is a speclally con-
structed unit which is filled with
a non-toxic amoke; participants
then climb out of the unit's win-
dows and cscape with the help of
firefighters. -

Farmington Hills firefighter
Corey Bartach, stationed at the
smoke house to asslast folks as
they climbed out, noted that
many of the people who tako their
tums inside find out that escap-
ing, even from a simulated fire

"

station, can be a bit more difficult
than they expect.

“A Yot of the people &re very
surprised how tough it in to get
out,” Bartsch sald. “Parents, ea-
pecially, really apprecinto doing
this with their kids and letting
them have the cxperience of how
to react in cose & home fire ever
does happen to them.”

Fire chief Richard Marinuccl
agreed that the Open Houso is
gomething folks look forward to
ench year and something that of-
fers the community some resl
benefits.

“We are entertalning the kids
and delivoring the message of fire
safety . . . actuaily snfety in gen-
cral is what it is all about. And
since we've been having an in.
crease in the number of people
living in the area and a decreass
in fires, that leada me to belleve
that we are getting tho messsge
fm“' Somothing muet be work-
ng."”
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OUR ORIGINAL PRICES

Save on a special selection
of all-occasion fall clothes
for boys and girls, sizes 4-14.

BUT HURRY, QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED,

Talbate Kids, The Samersat Collection (net to Talbots).

Big Beaver Road of Coolidge Highway, Troy. Yel. 6499210
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