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Patrons view

To leave a message for Gretchen Hitchi /'n;m'a
touch-tone phone, call 953-2047; Ext. 1885.
Material for The Scene may be mailed to Hitch at
646 Kimberly, Birmingham 18009, or you may
call her at 646-5277,

he Detroit Symphony Showt
Thmlitsupucmculnrprcviquct. 1withpa- ,

trona first stopping at First Sccurity Savings,
Banktohavecocktailsand hors d'ocuvresandto’
catch theshuttle van tothe palatial Villa Baronnn,

Co-chairwomen Lidijn Grahovacand
Carmen Dellns greeted arrivalsatthefootofthe

indi i alongwithl chair-
woman Patricin Auerand preview chairwoman
Linda Piljan, People crossed the marble court-
yardwithitstwot Nanki
trance,

Onthelowerlevel we mettheowner-builder
Jozef Gurkaand architect-designerwife Vlasta
Siler, both glowing with pridein theirbaroquecre-
ation ofa French Chatenu in Bloomfield Hills.

Gurkatold us,“Oncen yearwe build aspectacu-
larhouse, showingourunderatandingof European
culture.” The couple fled Czechoslovakia whenthe
Sovicts came 20 yenrs agoand moved toCalifornia,
Gurknsaidthateightyearsagothey cametothis
cultural arenof Bloomfield Hills and Grosse

1
theen-

-+~ —Pointe; where where people would appreciated his-

toricand classicarchitecture, Eurapean atyle.

Gurkaobserved, “Wearetwo parta-my wifethe
. designerisCzechand Iam Slovak.” Thebuilder
was n professorof enginecringat Slovak
University, while hiswife Vlasta had livedin
Pragueand holds amaster'sdegreeinarchitecture.

Phe Gurkas livein Bloomfield Hills and built
the Villa Baranna on speculation at a costof more
than$2milion. Gurkasaid,“Forus,thisisahob-
by."They seek tokeep traditional designin archi-
tectureand craftsmanship of detailin their
constructions.

In Europe, only aristocrats suchasbaronscan
liveinahomelikethis,but in“open”™ America, any-
onewhohasthemoney canlivein traditional clas-
sicheauty.

Earliernt thebank reception, wemet Dr.John
and Annette Balian of Rechester, who weretalks
. ingwith Dr, Reza Mohajerabout hisrecentletter
. from President Clinton.

Mohajer,ngynecologist who practicesat St.
Joseph Mercy Hospital, wrote tothe President sny-
inghecould savethe United States §1 billionayear
. withhisown popsmeartest,swhich he calls Cell

. N

Villa Baronna
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Playful kids: Dianne Raftopoulos of Rochester Hills has her hands full with 2%-year-old triplets Andrew (clockwise), Nicole
and Regina. She jokes that she stands a lot because when she sits down she gets “attacked.”

Mothers of multiples

Having more than one new baby in the house can
* be a real challenge, Some moms belong to a sup-
port group, the Greater Oakland Mothers of
Multiples, where they can get advice and share

By ETHEL SIMMONS
STAFF WrITER

Taking careofonebabyisenough
toputa new motherina whirl. But
whenitsdouble, tripleor even more

their experiences in child raising.

Reginaand Nicoleclambered over
play equipment and had fun withoth-
ertoystheyhad strewninthebigfam.
ily room. Mom, whoworksathomeas
agraphicdesigner, sat down withthe

birthsatonetime, need
toknow how tocope,
Thestrategy of Dianne
Raftopoulosof Rochester Hillsisto
keeplnughing, althoughshesaysthat

- Sweep. Tt forerroriszero, t at
tested. Therehavebeen nowsand television
storicsonthe highmarginoferrarunderpresent
testingfor paptesta, Ithad takenthree monthsto
getan vertohisletter, butitfitsintothe
President’shealth core reform, said Mohgjer,
WeranintoGudrun Letica-whowithherhus-
bandisbuildingamognificent homein Bloomfield

sheflindaa pri 1l

visitor d,“It'san experi-
ence. They keep merunningallthe
time. Ifit's notone, it's someoneelse.
Oneinstigatestheother.”

There wasnosignofkidsbehaving
Jikethe“terribletwos,"anagelevel

1 P

3littlchelpers
They plied the visitorwith wooden
puzzles, stuffed dinosours and other
cuddly animals, They cvenhanded
herher coatand herumbrella, from
thesafn, whenshe wasrendytolenve.
Raftopoulos said thetoughest part
of parentingtripletsis“tryingtokeep
them from fighting witheachother,
andtryingtokeep themout fromun.
dermy feet, Youmissoncand turn
around,andthere’sababy!”

Area moms see double, triple or more

knew tripletswere onthe way, about
fourweeksahead of theirbirth.
Husband Andrew, whoisasenior
projectengineer at General Mators
Tech Centerin Warren, helpsthe
triplets’ momstay in good spirits. One
doyhebrought homealittletoddlers'
creed thatreadin part,“I wasplaying
withit. It'smine.” Shesaid, “That's
definitelythestagethey'reinto.”
Lastyear, Raftopoulosjoined the
GreaterOakland Mothersof

Their
andit'sensyforhertosliponthem.
Also,as amennsofself-protection, “I
don't sitdownnlot. I get'attacked.'T
standalot. [t'ssafer,”

underfoot,

Yes, Inc., (called GOMOMS*“go
moms"forshort). Sheattends monthly
meetingsheld at the Troy Community
Center where motherasolmuitiples
can hild risi

toher2/4-year-old fraternal triplets,
Onarecentafernoon, Andrew,

Andrewlaughed outloud fromtimeto
time,

andscreams, It'shard toimaginethis hildrenare But thil (whoisanid: 1] alsohearspeak
whenyoutalkto Raftopoulos,whohas  thoughttoreallyactup. Thetri plets twin herselD actunlly welcomesthe
areadysmileand acheerful played herhar jously,and 10" il ingundergoneinvit-

Hosnital

rofertilizationat B

talkonavarictyof
subjects, suchasamother'smental
health-howtotaketimeforyourself.

inordertobecome pregnant. She

See MULTIPLES, 2C

Hillson Island Lake-with her daughters Mara
Leticannd Suzanne Letlca Hoganand her
granddaughter Knte Johnson. Marahadbeen
named Amb dorto Yugoslavia under Presid;
Bush, but that appointment was over when
Clinton waselected, .
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Provlew night: At the Gala preview

night, co-chairwomen Lidija Grahurac

and Carmen Dellas greet patrons for
Y”m Designer{ Showhouse.
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BY ETHEL SIMMONS

Headache sufferers find relief
at leading pain institute

School inTroy, started having mixed migrainesin

STAFP WRITER

Headaches- everybody getsthemnowand then.
Butsomepeoplesuffer fromthembigtime.

Itath o wk

coliege. Her mother alsosuffered from headaches. “I
dan’tthink they had theinformationback thenthat
they donow,” Vilea said. “My mother wenttoseveral
doctors. They'd say, Taokencoupleasplrin,’”

k rolicfatthe
fick Head Pain and Neurological Institutedr Vileswentthr
Ann Arbor, which hns patients from througk ¥ neur

S viaited
vigiteda

+
B
logist butit wasn'tuntii 1984 thnt sho sought

United Statesand theworld. “Arccurring headache
isachronicilinessand nnunderestimated public
health problem,”said Dr.Joel Saper, whodirects
theinstitute,

Patientsreferred by such prestigious medical
centersns UCLA, the Mayo Clinicand Johns
Hopkinsare amongthose whoaretreated, citheras
outpatientsorataninhospital unitatthenenrby
Chelsea Medical Center.

Luckily, someoftheinstitutes patientadon’t

helpfrom MHNI. She'son twopreventivemedi-
cines. “T have wonderful reliel,”she said, *Istill get
the headaches, butTh he painrelievers.”
Onechendachetrigger forherisct inthe
wentherinspringand fall. Shebeliovesher
headnches also have a*hormonal quality, and
stressplaysafactortoo.”

Hewashospitalized
KeithTurner, anengineerat Acme

havefartogo,oftenbeingreferred by di inthe
Detroitarea. Noncy Vilesof Troy, a school tencher;
Keith Turnerof Farmington, anengineer, and Ryan
Carolinof Birmingham, a high achool student, are
umongpcnplowl_mgnthelpforthelrhendnchesnt
MHNIL
NnncyVilen.whutcr;(dmsntCoawlloE!cmcnwry

Manufi inginMadison Heights, began getting
clusterhendnchesinhislate40s. Each headache
wouldlast an hourand he would geta newoneevery
twoorthree hours, Turnerhasbeen goingto Dr. )
Saper forabout ndozenyears,ondin 1986 his

Seo HEADACHE, 2C
o




