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Lit

— Did you know
THER that “The
REVIEW  MacGuffin” s

alive and well
and about to
mark a 10th an-
niversary at
Schooleraft Col-
lege in Livonia?
What's
MacGuffin?
Well, it's not a
strange animal
or an cxotic, rare
plant. And it's
dition of a fast-

VICTORIA
DIAZ

not_another

about what direction he wanted it

&N

“Bastcally, what I wanted to do
was develop o magazino accessl.
ble bath to students and to people
on the outside — a quality moga.
zine In which we'd publish the
best work wo could find,” Linden-
berg stad, “I wanted to give writ-
ers the kind of exposure they
wouldn't get if they wero pub-
lished just by an {n-house journal,
1 wanted o magazine that would

circulate notlonally.”
Aleng with that, Lindenberg
hasi he wanted to give

food restaurant, either.

It’s o lively literary magazine,
fast-growing In popularity with
students and other readers across
the United States.

In addition to selected Michi.
gan bookatores, it can be found in
shops as far away as Chicago and
San Francisco. It counts among
its contributors stuch literary lu-
minaries as Diane Wakoski end
Jim Daniels, together with many
new, yet-to-be-established tal-
ents.

1In the pre-MacGuffin days, lit.
crary journals at the college were
cssentially put togother by etu.
dents, and clrculated mostly on.
campus, according to editor and
Schooleraft College English pro-
feagor, Arthur Lindenberg. When

staff members a real opportunity
to gain editorial experience.
“Students can work on the ataff’
of “The MacGuffin,’ and get credit
for doing that,” he said. “It’s a
general requirement that they at-
tend at least a semester’s worth of
meetings and that they partlci-

Schooleraft  College Board of
Trustees.

“The MacGuffin" is published
three times & year now and runs
to 144 poges {although the special
10th anniversary issue, now on
sale, contains 160 pages of poetry,
short fiction, and artwork). The
500-copy run, in cantrast to sales
10 years ago, practically aclls out
every tIme, Lindenberg sald. (Per-
hape at least part of the maga-
zine’s success can be attributed to
the fact that, except for some time
off at Christmas, “The MacGuf-
fin" crow — unlike many literary
Jjournal staffs — operates year-
round.}

Anyone interested can submit
work to be considered for publica-
tion In the perfodical,

Lindenberg says he and his
staff look for work that is “espe-
cially well-erafted.”

pate not just in con-
sideration and selection, but in
some of the other labor, too.”

Spare beginnings

In the beginning, the small
staff worked out of a tiny, all-pur-
pose, “spare room" just around
the corner from Lindenberg's off-
{ce in the Liberal Arts Building,
producing & 64.page magazine
twice yearly,

Todoy, the 10-member staff
(Lindent i editors,

the veteran creative writing teach-
er was approached to lead the
staff of the new, school-funded

editorial assistants, and a busi-
ness manager) do thelr thing in
h, meeting room

magozine, he had several idens

t larg
otherwise designated for the

“With a poem, for instance, we
look closely at the way it is devel-
oped, at its focus, at the kinds of
images the poet uses, With short
fiction, we look for strong charac-
ters, plus a gituation that is well-
developed and defined,

“But we also look at something
else — a more difficult thing to
find, It's almost a myastical thing,
really. 1s some (work) crying out
to be published? Or is it 80 much
like 80 many other things that
have already been published that
it doesn't need to have its face
shown among readers?"”

rary mag marks 10th birthday

Annual poet search

Through the years, “The
MacGuffin,” with help from the
Michigan Councll for the Arts
and the Detroit Council for the
Arts, has aponsored an annual
“Poct Hunt," a statewide compe-
tition that awards cash prizee to
three winners, Their work is read
at an awards ccremony held on
campue every spring, and the
prize-winning poems are subse-
quently published in “The
MacGuffin,”

The mortality rate of literary
Jjournals across the country i no-
toriously high.

] think our success may have a
lot to do with the commitment the
college has made to help us ex-
presn good literature,” he said.

As to that odd name. . .

An Instructor at SchooleraRt,
using the pseudonym, Lioyd Dra-
ko, camo up with the idea in a
name-choosing contest for the po-
riodical 10 years ago.

‘The myaterious Mr. Drako told
judges that “MacGuffin” was a
term once uged by movie director
Alfred Hitchcock to mean “what
everybody was after.”

The title scemed to fit perfectly.

Victoria Dioz, a long-time mem-
ber of Detroit Women Writers,
tracks the books and literary in-
dustry for the Observer & Eccen+
tric Newspapers. You can leave o
message for her on a touch-tone
phone by dialing 953-2047, then
her mailbox number, 1854,
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DISCOUNT

(Complete Line of
Humidifier Parts and Pads
in Stock - All Makes)

Sa

6 MONTHS

SAME AS CASH
With Approved Credit
Good Untll 12-31.93

1l

EFFICIENT
GET THE RIGHT FURNACE
FOR YOUR HOME

« Low Monthly Bills
« Super Quiet Operation

« Long Lasting Performance
+ Professfonaf Instaifation

FREE ESTIMATES

HEATING SALES COMPANY

23262 Telegraph » Southfield, Mich.
We Service All Makes and Models

Service
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! ts very affordable.

Complete 24 hour service company

352-4656

A PRE-HOLIDAY OPPORTUNITY
for Grandparents & Seniors
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The Dol Foopiral
& 7oy Sotiier Shop

2947 W. 12 Mig + Barkloy
(313) $43-3115 » M-Sat. 10.530, Fi. 10-8

Your call could
make history.

Rigtht now, if you call

us, you'll be helping us find
parts of our history we're
missing. [t's all part of our

5th Anniversary
celebration,
Give us aring,
fteould bea
historic moment
for all of us,

The Easter Seal Story Search
1-800-STORIES (Vuice or TOIY

37 millon Americans
suffer from arthritis, That
makes it the number one
crippling disease in this
country.

It attacks in more than
one hundred different
forms. Some forms
disable,

All of them hurt,

If you need help, or
want to help, contact the
Michigan Chapter of the
Arthritls Foundation at

1-800-968-3030

The moncy you give to the United Way helps fund almost
140 charitable agencies. So every dollar works hard help-

ing to house the homeless, feed the hungry and shelter the
abused here in Wayne, Oakland and Macomb countics, And
that’s just for starters. Your dollar also helps fund medical
care and research, provides family
counseling, job training and much,
much more. More people than ever

before arc counting on your dollars.
So won't you please give more of them
to the United Way? Because, of all
the needs we face in the tri-
county area this year, the big-
gest one of all is your support.

Still the best way to show you care.
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