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Students challen

BY HELEN NIEMIEC
Srary Wi

* Area students with a vested in.
terest In Gov. Engler’s plan to res-
tructure &chool finances pulled no
punches, asking questions and
challenging new ideas as they met
with state Sen, Dave Henl

Especlally critical, they said,
was the concept of “charter
schools” wherein an Industry or a
university could open its own
school,

Buser wanted more specific in-
formation on how a charter schoal
is formed. H lained

R-West Bloomfield,

Honigman invited 10 students
1o his house Tuesday night to
wateh the WDIV.TV Channel 4
Town Meeting with Gov. John
Engler. The hour-long program
pave the students from West
Bloomfietd High, Detroit Country
Day ond South Lyon High a
chance to listen to the issues and
hear the governor's response. The
students jotted notes during En-
gler’s talk and Honigman ocea-
sionally would interject who a
purticular spesker was or explain
a political term,

Key concerns to the students
weree loss of talented or athletic
students  because  they could
transfer to schouls that specialize
in une urea or one that is an ath-
letic powerhouse. They also were
concerned about the funding,
voicing worries that sending the
same amount to each district
would make all schupls mediocre

that a business or educatlonal in-
stitution can come up with an or-
ganizing board of trustees, set a
curriculum and then seck out stu-
dents, The funding would come
from student enrollment since the
34,600 per pupil allocation follows
the student and is not earmarked
to any ane school,

“What if all the tolented people
chose the charter ‘schools?”
Rosenberg asked. “As [ see it,
there's o benefit here for smart or
talented kids. I worry about the
average kids, They won't have the
same chojces,”

As for the specinlized schools,
Rosenberg safd that if there is an
cengineering school in the discrict
or nearby, then the local high
school may not offer a class in
calculus beeause the mojority of
students who would have enrolled
would be ottending the other
school,

soid the charter

rather than g the dis-
tricts that need help,

. 1t was u casual setting, Honig-
man and the students sat in his
living room and bandied about
idens and opinions. The two
Honigman cats strolled in, stop-
ping for n bit of attention, though
they didn't divert the students’
interest,

* West Bloomficld High School
students involved in the exchange
were Michelle Berris, Borry
Rosenberg and Scatt Buser.

Question charter schools

school cancept would ndmit stu-
dents by lottesy and wouldn't
bleed the local schools,

“Now every school tries to be
everything to everybedy, We're
asking them to do too tnuch,”
Honigman said.

Even with the charter schools
ol the chonce to transfer to
school districts with “open” bor-
ders, Honigman said the vast ma-
Jority of students still would opt
to ottend thelr neighborhood
school buth because of conven-

‘Mulling changes: Sen. Dave Honigman and Elliott

‘Weiner, 10, of Franklin buddy up to hear the Engler
:plan, which Honigman supports. .
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Allears: Dave Honigman (at fireplace) occasionally interjects a comment as he and the students view Gov.
Engler’s televised explanation of the school financial package.

ience and hecause their neighbor.
hood friends would attend there,
Honigman told them that by
not guarantecing  enrollments,
schools would have to compete
and improve their offerings to at.
tract students,
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Skeptical of financing

Making sure that West Bloom-
ficld schools maintain thelr level,

o problem to pass a millage that

would continue the current fund-

ing level, which is 84,000 per pu-

pil above the slnle’ullotmcnt.
Rosenk

the students voiced that
with the state guarantecing one
level of funding, that there may be

how many
millnge clection attempts a school
board would be given to supple-

ment the state funding and
whether the difference would have
to be renewed in a lump sum.
“Bloomfield Hills is at $10,700
per student. If they lose one mil-
lage, will they drop down to
$4,5007” Rosenberg asked.

Undivided attention: West
Bloomfield High students
Michelle Berris and Barry
Rosenberg focus on the
plan’s details.

Look up - Edison is clearing lines

Detroit Edison's line clearance
crews will continue projects as

even more difficult for line crews
to work around, said Robert J.

interference from just one tree can
cause outnges that affect hun-

well a8 begin new work in our Buckler, Edison’s scnior vice dreds of customers gerved by the
Oakland County ! itles o id for energy keti snrge lectrical circuit,” Buckler
tooh k! field  and distributi suid.

est B
and Auburn Hills now through
December,

With the summer atorm season
neatly over, Edison's line
clenrance crews are bracing for the
next punch — winter ico storma,

Lightning and high winds can
play hevoc with tree limbs too
close to electrical lines and equip-
ment. But winter ice storms are

Line clearance — a major part
of the utility’s three-year, $236
million program to improve elec-
trical service — Includes main-
taining 10-foot minimum
clearances between teee branches
and wires,

“Trees that touch energized
lines can conduct electricity and
pose safety hazards, In addition,

“During the past year, the utili-
ty has reduced the number of
outages by neatly 30 percent and
shortened the length of id,

able service.”

From 1991 through this year,
the company will have spent $101
million on line clearance. Al work
is performed by professional line-
clearance crews.

“Trees are trimmed according
to Nlnl(nnnl Arborist Assoclation

ds, which are designed to

ble outages by 77 percent com-
pared with the average of the pre.
vious three years.

“We've been abie to prove that
there is definitely a correlation
between line clearance and reli-

protect the trees and keep them
healthy,” Buckler said.

A new customer toll-free tele-
phone number — 1-800.477-4747
— also was established as part of
service improvement.
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FREE SEMINAR

WINTERIZING YOUR YARD & GARDEN

Tues, 7;-1- Deartorn Heights

Weds, Jpen West Bloumnfichd Ganden Center
Thun. 7pnt Clinon Township Ganden Ce
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Heights Garden Center®
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ENGLISH GARDEN)

Nursery, Garden Center, Florist & Landscaping
Hourx: Mon. thra Sat, 9am-9pm, Sun. 9am-6pm

DELIVERY AVAILABLE:
CHARGE BY PHONE:
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With VIS4, MasterCard, Ametican Express

Clisten Tewnshlp » 2366100
250 Garficld Rosd #t Hall Road
2 Miles East of Lakeside Mall
Dearborn Helghts
Nygery I + Pl s4sa130
23030 Ford Rowd st Outer
2 Miles Weat of Fairtane Mall
Wet Bloamfield ¢ £51.7506
370 Orchand Lake Road ol Mapie
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