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Literary watcher weighs success as forecaster

—— .
. THEATER , Oother ‘round,
. REview lodies and gen-

tlemen, This is
my Day of Reck-
oning.

Remember
way back on May
20, when [ ven.
tured out on that
literary Hmb? 1
B named four not-
. wvicroma Yet-published
N DIz novels — Scott
- Turow's “Plead.
ing Guilty," Stephen Coonts’
“The Red Horseman,” Jack Hig-
gine' “Thunder Point" and Bar-
barn Kingsolver’s “Pigs in Heav-
en.” And I said we'd see each of
them “on bestseller lists before
summer's end.”

I then invited Interested partics
tg check back here in September
to see how my predictions went.
There was the possibility, of
course, that said interested par-
ties might just get the chance to
watch me eat my words.

So an this fateful day, do I find
myself a condemned woman?

*Well, yes and no.

As it turned out, ench novel did
find a spot on either or both the
New York Times and Publishers

Weekly lists by the end of August,
By then, Turow’s legal thriller,
“Pleading Guilty,” had made a
continuing appearance on each
list for approximately 12 weeks.
Ditto for Kingsolver's “Pigs in
Heaven,” a timely story about a
struggle for custody of an adopted
chitd.
Higgins' “Thunder Point,”
featuring his old hero, Brig.
Charles Ferguson, had fared all
right, appearing on one list or the
other throughout the manth of
July, Coonts' post-Soviet “The
Red Horseman" popped up on the
NYT list for o short while toward
the end af June,

As the eternal optimist com-
mented during his plunge from
the tip-top of the Empire State
Building: “All right, o far,"

You may remember that I
didn't stop at forecasting bestsell-
erdom for each book by summer's
end. Nooooo, not me. { went on to
predict that these novels would
make “some of the splashiest lit-
erary hits of 1993."

So much for quitting when
you'te ahead,

“Pleading Guilty” has disap-
peared from the Publishers Week-
Iy list and hos dropped out of the
top ten in the New York Times,

“Plgs in Heaven" stands about
midway, where it has remnined
for several weeks now. (Of the pre-
dictions I made, I expected “Pigs"”
to make the lenst impressive
showing, Now, as things look from
here, it may possibly out-do Tu-
row's expected blockbuster in
terms of ataying power.)

1 cxpected Turow's latest
thriiler to hold n spot among the
top ten bestselling movels for
much longer than 12 weeks,

1 expected “Thunder Point”
and “The Red Horseman® to ap-
pear among the top ten soon after
publleation and atay there for scv-
cral weeks, Neither book ever

mado it past number 11,

In comparison, as of Scpt. 1,
Robert James Waller's sensntion-
al seller, “The Bridges of Madi-
son County,” has been firmly en-
sconced on the list some 60-plus
weeks; John Grisham's “The Cli-
ent” more than 20

Laura Esquivel's offbeat *Like
Water for Chocolate” also hes

to test my powers of prophecy in
print again.

You renlly should keep an cye
on Tom Clancy's “Without Re-
morae,” though. Also, Larry
McMurtry’s “Streets of Laredo.”
Also John le Carre’s “The Night
Manager.” And, of course, Elmore
Pconnrd's “Pronto,” dug out in

held on to a spot in the top 15 for
more than 20 weeks. (Although a
place on the Hst doesn’t indicate
exactly the number of books sold
in any given week, of course, it is
usually safe to assume that if it

8000 . . .

Last Words:Friends of the
Plymouth Library has scheduled
a writers’ workshop for middle-
school students Nov. 4, 11, and 18
at Dunning-Hough Library in
downtown Plymouth. The event
will be d by Pocts &

has held to a top spot subst
tially longer than onother title, it
has sold better in the long run.)
And so, here I am, nibblingon a
word here and a word there, smil.
ing sheepishly, and vowing never

Writers, lnc: through grants from
the Lila Wallace-Reader's Digest
Fund and the Lannan Founda.

tion.
Twenty students will be Invited

o participate. H
Applicants must submit a wxit- }
ten statement, stating why he or ¢
she wants to participate Inthe.
workshop. A statement from; an ;
adult telling why the student
would benefit from the experiénce |
should accompany each applica- |
tion for admiasion. e
The workshops will be led by
area authors Barbara Hood Bur- ¢
gess and Thomas Sulliven, |
Deadline for submitting appli- |-
cations is Oct. 7. F
For information, call the Plym- ¢
outh library: 463-0750, .« 1
Victoria Diaz of Livonia tracks -
the books and literary industry. |
You can leave a message for-her;
on a touch-tone phane by dialing |
953-2047, then her mailbox num- ¢
ber, 1854, H

As I write this, you'll not find
“Thunder Point” or “The Red
Horseman" on either list.
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You Buy The Wall Paint
: and get the Trim
Paint FREE!
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" FREE TRIM PAIN
WITH EVERY WALL
FINISH PURCHASE!

Now you can get famous Prat¢
& Lambert Interlor Wall
Finish at "Special Shocker
Sale Prices® and get the trim
paint you need for FREE,

Simply clip the coupon above,
visit any Painters' Supply &
Equipment location, purchase
up to two gallons of selected
Prati & Lambert interior
finishes and get up to two
quarts of Pratt & Lambert trim
paint absolutely free.

See store manager for detalls.
But, hurry. This salesends soon,
And don't forget the coupon, -
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‘CDs for people -

“who aren’t afraid
___of heights.

15-month term

Put Your Movey To Work
In A Higher-Paying Position.

Here's your chance to advance with
higher earnings and guaranteed security in
aCD. But this rate is only being offered fora
. limited time, and only at First of America
Bank. As always, depositors are FDIC
insured up to $100,000. And the rate is
locked in for the full 15-month term of the
certificate. So if you're looking for a safe and
secure investment Lhal’s guaranteed to pay
off, come to First of America. And open a CD
that's bound to raise your money's eam'm§

power to a new level,

For more information about two of the highest-performing CDs youl see this year, :
call or visit your nearest First of America bank office today.

A pealiy may be impesed for early il other thaw periods

- mumdepositand balanceamountis only$1,000.
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Lock Up A Rising Rate With A
CD That Won't Lock You In.

Every six months of its two-year term, our
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Rising Rale CD gives you a guaranteed
increase in your interest rate without locking
you in. The rate earned for'each six-month
period rises as the chart above indicates,
giving you a 5.0% APY during the final six-
meonth period. And you can withdraw all of .
your inycslmcm within the first 10 days of any

six-month interval without penalty, The mini-

The Rising Rate CD. The liquidity you want,
with the guaranteed interest growth you need.
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Rates pood as of 10/8/%3, subject 10 chaxge withoxt xotice. Limited time offer arailable at porticipating danks only. At the foxrtk motunily,
your CO will axtomatically rexew as @ twoyear C), Anxxal perventace yields skourn abare refect the yreld for eack sivmoxth peri

separately, axnd are xot cxmulative yields. S1.O00 minimum depesit. Equal Howsing Lender. G Memder £DIC. if hearing impained, TDD

arailable from 95 EST at INOO2SA4614. & For more infirmation, eall: 19006534454 Fymowth, 4509000 Wayxe, 15007350034

Depasit limits appy. Individwals axd sole propritiors onfy.




