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Patterson: ‘It’s not like
the Mafia took over’
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_'lqixklnnd County Executive L.
Brooks Patterson disputes the as-
pepament by prosecutor Richard
Thompson thot the charges
agiinst two Rochester Hills offi-
cirds ond six current or former
members of the sheriffs depart.
ment constitute the “worst case of
political corruption in Oakland
County history.” .

.In terms of numbers, the scan-
dals are extensive, Patterson ac-
knowledged. And the charges are
serious, "But it's not like the
Mufia took over,” he sald,

Patterson agreed with the as.
sessment that most of the people
accused — if convicted — would

“ be classified as petty thieves, not

violent criminals.

In the wake of the charges, two
views seem to prevail on Sheriff
John F. Nichols among Oakland
County representatives of our
chmmunities,

«One view holds that Nichols —
QOdBland County's cross between
Gep. George Patton and Presi-
dgm Harry Truman — was be-
tigryed by people he trusted,
“XBut ence he saw corruption,
homwent after it," said county
cammissioner Shelley G. Taub,
RBloomiield Hills. “He dida’t
trysto hide nnything he tried to
ﬂug! salutions,”

:=<The other view is quite differ-
entt Nichols is the new poster
ohild for term limits, said _one
BIfh ranking Republican official
wifo did not want to be identified.
=¥ This raises serious questions
about his ability to monnge,” said
dnother, who also spoke only on
‘the condition of anonymity.
“What was going on? Why wasn't
-hedn top of things?"

+ 5. Other officiala simply want in-
formation.

“] want some explanation,”
said commissioner Donn L. Wolf,
R-Farmington  Hills,“Il  some.
thing like this huppencd within
my vompany (Detroit Edison), d
want answers.”

Toub, Wolf and others gave
their views In response to ques-
tions asked Thursday at the regu-
tar meeting of the Oakland Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners, They
wage interviewed along with other
“afficials including County Execu-
tivy L. Brooks Patterson.

-Wait and sce

ost were willing to put aside
,concerns about the guilt or inno-
oonce of 11 people arrested last
wack. Most have already been ar-
.zojgmed, and the courts will gener-
.ally decide their fate.

-, But the hasic question remains:
\Da two separate scandals within

the sheriff's department — result-
ing in crimine) charges ogainst
three commond officers, three
deputies and the mayor of Ro-
chester Hills — indicate structur-
al problems?

The two scandals were spelled
aut Tuesday ot a press canference
by Nichols and Thompson.

“A pervasive pattern of corrup-
tion and misconduct at the work-
release facility,” said Thompson,
resulted In inmates getting privi-
leges in exchange for gifts or fa-
v‘um to command officers or depu-
tics,
“Food and alcohol were
routinely bartered In exchange for
extended hours away from the fa.
cility by inmates,” Thompson
suid. In other cases, sheriff's offi-
cers got reduced prices on auto re-
poirs and home

“But it’s even sndder far John
Nichols. He relied on people. .
he trusted them, And they let him
down.”

County commissioner Donald
W. Jensen, R-Birmingham, said
he doesn't have enough first-hand
information to dectded if Sherlff
Nichols can rightly be nccused of
bod or lax monagement. “All 1
know s what | read in the pa-
pers,” he said, “I don't like what |
read, but I really don’t know if the
sheriff did anything wrong.

“I know that Nichols is gener-
ally quick to discipline anybody
within his department who does
anything wrong,” seid Jensen, “1
don’t know how things got so out
of hand. But I would like some
answers.”

Colr:\mius(nner Sue Ann Doug-

n
P
exchange for special treatment lo
inmates who were supposed to be

las, ills, said she
too would like some answers.
C v

released only during working
hours, and then under close sur-
veillance.

As outlined by Thompson, the
situation was cqually corrupt at
the Rochester Hills substation
where county dcputies, under
contract with the city, perform po-
lice duties.

The Investigation uncovered
billing practices under which then
Capt. Gerard Carlin allegedly
received $20,574 in unwarranted

ime poy, said the y

Allegedly with the cooperation of
Rochester Hills Mayor Billig Ire-
land and' her sesistant, Doris
Keylon, command officers at the
substation received illegal Christ-
mns bonuses and the county was
cheated out of more than $425,000
gver two years.

In the work-release scandal,
seven people were arrested — for-
mer Capt. Gerald Recves, former
Sgt. James Coutu, suspended
deputies Arthur Kinney and Hol.
lie Spear and three inmates. They
are charged with 24 felonies.

At the Rochester Hills substa-
tion, four people were arrested —
former Capt. Carlin, suspended
Deputy Michael C. Schmitzerle,
Mayor Ireland and her assistont
Keylon. They are charged with a

. total of 47 charges, 39 felonies and
four misdemeanore.
‘A sad day’

“This is an embarrassment,”
said county commissioner John
P. Garficld, R-Rochester Hills. I
don't know how this could have
slid by" internal contrals.

County commisaioner Thomas
A Law, R-West Bloomfield, said
the scandals and arrests consti-
tute a sad day for Oakland and its
image o8 o county of clean govern.
ment.

don't have any di-
rect control over the sheriff's de-
partment, she said, “But we do
approve his budget. We should be
able to get some answers about
what went wrong.”

But getting answers from Ni-
chals — cven if they control the
purse strings — isn't ensy, said

issl Nancy Dingeld
whose 1ith District includes part
of West Bloomficld. “He's very
intimidating."

Nicholg was indeed intimidat-
ing at last Tuesday's press confer-
ence. With obvious contempt for
reporters, Nichols glared definntly
as he defended his department as
well a8 his handling of the painful
episode,

The state police, the FBL,
Treasury officials ond the US.
Secret Service were involved in
the eight-month investigation,
Nichols said. “With all those in-
vestigative agencies involved, I'm
sure we found everything there
was to find,

“If we didn't, we'll go back after
it,” he vewed,

Nichols looked strained and
weary at the press conference, Yet
he stood erect and held his chin
high.

He's got more than 700 depu-
ties within his deportment, he
anid, and they're all good officers,
The department shouldn't be
tarnished by the misdeeds of o
few officers.

“Even the officers who are
charged were damn good officers
in their day,” Nichols asserted.
“And don’t you (the media) ever
forget it."

Nichols, now 74, was elected to
his third four-year term last No-
vember. Nobody interviewed Inst
week would rule out his seeking a
fourth consecutive term.

Students attend OU writer’s confab

Seven Oakland County high
school juniors and seniors will at-
tend Oakland University's 32nd
. Annunl Writers' Conference Sat-
‘ufdny on scholarships from the

“Mary Kay Davis Student Writers

. Sehool, Bloomfield Hills; David-

Sses evessabe e taes -

Endowment.
“The five students from our aren
.are: Nozik Najar, Marian High

Wolnch, Roeper School, Bloom-
Jfald Hills: Leah Michaelson,
Merey High School, Farmington

Hills; Renee Chou, North Farm-
ington High School; Tarah Ken-
dell, Lutheran High School
Northwest, Rochester Hills,

The students were chosen on
the bnsis of their creative writing
samples and on teacher recom-
mendations, They will atiend
Saturdny conference sessions pre-
sented by professional writers, ed-
itors and agents in every ficld of
writing, Award-winning Michigan

novelist Tom Kokonis will speak
at the luncheon program.

Co-sponsored by the OU Divi-
sion of Continuing Education and
the Detroit Women Writers, the
conference for novice and experi-
enced adult writers has been ex-
tended to o limited number of
worthy high school writers, The
Mary Kay Davis Student Writers
Endowment honars the memory
;zl'n Detroit Women Writers mem-
her.

332-8348
Open Man., Thurs., Fd. ‘il 9 pm.
Taes.. Wed. & Sat, ‘il $:30 pan.

of Bicomficld Hlills

2600 N. Woodward Ave,
Juat South of Square Lake Rd.
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Fly First Class RoundiripTo EurO.Pé; "
OrIndia And Get 3 Free Upgrades-For Future
Transatlantic Flights.

Fly Business Class RoundtripTo
FuropeOrIndia And ReceiveAFree
Upgrade ToFirst Class Plus 2 Free Upgrades-
For Future Transatlantic Flights.

FlyEconomy Class RoundtripTo Europe
OrIndia And Receive AFree Upgrade
To Business Class Plus]Free Upgrade~ For

AFutureTransatlanticFlight.

Starting October 31, 1993, Detroit’s only nonstop to London
will continue to Frankfurt. And offer connections to 10 more cities across
Europe and India — including Athens, Delhi and Vienna.

There's more. Because as a member of Delta’s Frequent Flyer
program, when you purchase and fly roundtrip on a full-fare Business or
full-fare unrestricted Economy Class ticket on flights 24/23 to London,
Frankfurt or beyond, now through December 31, 1993, we'll upgrade you
one class free. Plus, with the purchase of qualifying fares, you'll reccive one,
two or three free upgrade certificates™ for future transatlantic travel.

For Delta Frequent Flyer enrollment information or rescrvations,
see your Travel Agent or call Delta at 1-800-241-4141,
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