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',County residents lead opposition to Engler plan

BY TiM RICHARD
Bravy Wamen

A day after Gov, John Engler's -

special address, opposition began
forming to both the tox and re-
form lege of his education pro-

fram.

I “We've printed 50,000 petition
forms, and we've ordered more,”
snid Vicki Bamnctt, an Oakland
County Democratic activist seck-
Iing to stall the nearly $7 billion
property tax cut voted by the Leg-
islature and signed by Engler.

“The Michigan Education As-
sociation (123,000 members) will
circulate them, The Detroit Fed.
eration of Teachers (10,500) will
circulate.

“I've been Inundated with colls
from Realtors,” Barnett safd. The
reason: opposition to Engler's
proposed 4 percent tax on proper-
ty tranafers.

“Many out-of-formula superin-
ndents and school board mem-
bers are calling. They (petitions)
.are going like gangbusters,”

© Qut.of-formula schaols got
:none of the $3.5 billion in state

eid to public schools under the

program due to expire next July 1, -

‘They live almost entlrely off local
property taxes at rates averaging
34 mills, Mony officials are fear-
ful that Lansing will have no re.
placement taxes In place by the
end of the year.

Others dislike Engler’s complex
constitutional amendment, In-
cluding a 2 percent on the dollar
sales tax rate hike, that he wants
to put on the batlot next Feb. 8.

Seek referendum
“They keep asking, ‘What part
of NO doesn't Gov. Engler

understand?' ” said Barnett from
her Farmington Hills home. She
referred to 1992 and June 1993
ballot plans rejected by voters.

Barnett’'s group is called
CARE, for Citizens Alliance for
Responsible Education. It's led
by Barnett, 11th Congressional
District Democratic chairwoman,
and Sen. Jack Faxan, D-Farming.
ton Hills.

MEA spokespersen Kim Bren.
nan-Root called the CARE drive a

W ‘Many out-of-formula superintendents and
school board members are calllng. They (peti-
tions) are going like ganghusters.’

Vicki Barnett
anti-plan activist

# Shortage of ekilled workers —
“Most fes a) d

Options needed R
The Michigan A

re
with personal and soctal skills
rather than academic preparation,
Research shows that 90 percent of
the dollars spent by buainess for
ndd‘uionnl training are spent on

“gafety net” if the Legislature
fails to enact an acceptable school
funding plan,

If the drive succeeds in raising
129,000 signaturcs by April 1, the
property tax (Public Act 145) will
be held in limbo until voters de-
cide the issue in a referendum,

Schools defended

The Michigan Association of
School Administratora attacked
Engler's broad denunclation of
public schools. The governor
bronded them a “gulag” (Siberian
prison camp), “Berlin Wall" and
“a company store" of mediocrity,
He proposed a system of nonu.
nion “charter schools” freed from
most of the state school code but

funded by state money.

ASA cxecutive director
Gerard Keidel issued a point by
point rebuttal:

W Dropout rates — “have never
been Jower and ere continuing to
decline. When those who return
to school to galn their degree in
an adult education program are
counted, the graduation rate is 85
percent — best in the world,"”

M Big spending — "steady for the
last 15 years, while the Invest.
ment in special education has
risen dramatically.”

Cost containment — “we've
done it in the arcas in which we
have authority and autonomy. In
sgccl'nl education, we have nei-
ther”

colleg and highly
trained skilled employees. Very
little is spent (by business) on ba-
sic skills remediation.”

M Folling test scores — “Not
true. Scores on virtuslly all mejor
tests have been stable, if not in-
creased, in recent years, What has
changed is the number and per-
centage of students taking these
tests.”

M Adult literacy — *20 to 25 per-
cent of those adults deemed less
then literate were i

of
School Bonrds said it will “have
problems” accepting Engler’s tax
plans, fearing they are inade-
quate.

Biggest “flaw™ Engler would
allow no local option funding for
nearly 530 of tho state’s 660-plus
public school districts,

“Philosophically, it scems in-
conslstent,” sald MASB executive
director Justin King, “for the gov-
ernor te endorse choice as a con-
cept for parents and thelr chil-
dren and then deny cholce to local
communities if they want to raise
additional revenue to enhance
their basic education program.”

MASB said Engler's plan goes
from one extreme to the other —

not products of American school.
ing"

# Math scores — “In 1977 the
90th percentile score in math was
628; by 1986, {t had risen to 642,
‘This is no accident. It is the prod.
uct of hard work by school sys-
tems ond students,”

“from ov on the proper-
ty tax to overreliance on state
funding.”

To obtain a CARE petition, call
(313} 478-0942, fox (313} 473-
6441, To comment to your legisia-
tor, write to State Capitol, Lans-
ing 48913.

Dunaskiss in minority against latest no smoking bills

BY T RICHARD
STArF WiITER

Bills to ban smoking in all
child care facilities are on thelr
way to Gov. John Engler after o
divided Senate lost week op-
proved the House biils,

Lining up ngainst one or more
of the bills were Sens. Fred Dill-
ingham, R-Fowlerville, Mat
Dunasklss, R.Lake Orion, George
Z. Hart, D-Dearborn, and the

Senate’s two party leaders — Re-
publican Dick Posthumus and
Demoacrat Art Miller,

“When a neighbor might snitch
on someone who is smoking a cig-

arette — how far are we golng to
go here?” said Miller, of Warren.
“You are listening to a person
who has suffered serious health
damage because I smoked.”

“How far ore we going to go
when we go into someone's pri-
vate home — even though it is a
business during the day as a doy-
care center?” asked opponent Jim

Berryman, D-Adrian, a non-
smoker. “We are saying that the
individual (smoker) cannot even
smoke at night unless the parents
have given written permission.”

Two dozen In both
parties lined up in favor, while a
dozen apposed the four bills.

“These would cover day care
centers and homes and affect any-
one handling infants and small
children,” said Sen. Jack Foxon,

- D-Farmington Hills, a vocal anti-
smoker. -

The bills came {rom the House
Public Health Committee co-

- chaired by Rep. John Jamian, R-

* Bloomficld Township. Current
state law places no restriction on
smoking in child day care homes

. and sllows smoking in child care
centers with a smoking lounge.
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MEeET Rosa LLADRO

SHE WILL PERSONALIZE YOUR LLADRG

PURCHASE

WITH HER SIGNATURE.

WELCOMING RECEPTION AND SIGNING EVENT
TWELVE OAKs: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15, 6:30 TO 8:30 P.M.
CHINA DEPARTMENT

SIGNING EVENT

LAKESIDE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16, 4 TO 6 P.M.
CHINA DEPARTMENT

PRE-SELECT YOUR LLADRG FIGURINE NOW. CHOOSE FROM OUR
EXPANDED COLLECTION AT RITHER LAKESIDE OR TweLvE OAks, IF
YOU $URCHASE A FIGURINE OF OVER $100 BEFORE WEDNESDAY,
OCTONER 13, IT WILL BE SIGNED BY ROSA LLADRG AND WILL BE
AVAILADLE FOR YOU TO PICK UP AFTER MONDAY, OCTOBER 18.

\‘ﬁ
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RosA LLADRO, CONTINUING THE LLADRGO TRADITION

IN 1951, THE LLADRO BROTHERS, JOSE, JUAN AND VICENTE, BUILT A
RUDIMENTARY BRICK KILN iN THE YARD OF THEIR HOME IN SPAIN,
THEY STARTED MODESTLY, PRODUCING FLOWERS, VASES AND URNS.
YET THEIR WORK 1IAD A SPECIAL BLEGANCE AND STYLE. ToDay,
LLADRG PORCELAIN FIGURINES ARE ADMIRED THE WORLD OVER.
Rosa LLADRG, DAUGHTER OF JUAN, FOLLOWED IN HER FATHER'S
FOOTSTEDS, STUDYING PAINTING AT THE ACADEMY OF FINB ARTS OF
SAN CARLOS IN VALENCIA. TODAY, SHE 18 PERSONALLY INVOLVED IN '
THE CREATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF NEW LLADRO WORKS.

ANGELS IN HARMONY, OUR EXCLUSIVE INTRODUCTION, CAN BE
VIEWED AND PURCHASED oNLY AT HupsoN's. $495.




