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Firry CeNts

Oh doctorl: Two Farmington .
Hills physicians tell how they’ll do
business under thé new wor[fi
medical order. /3A

D-Day coming up: That's D for
deadline, as Farmington High's
marching band raises money for a
trip to France. /3A

Take a walk
with us along the border between
Detroit and our suburbs, /8A

Eight Mile Road:

It's a tax, folks: And another tax
isn’t what downtown Farmington
needs right now. Here are some
things it does need. /18A

Butt-basher: Anti-smoking senti-
ment, especially at the Farming-
ton Hills senior center, lights up
this guest columnist’s ire. /19A

% 2 v .

Girls basketball: Harrison High
battled perennial Western Lakes
power Plymouth Salem

Tuesday. /1B .

County swimming: Mercy High
_had a number of fine individual

swims and placed sixth in the

Oakland County meet. /1B

A

Thritling movie: Sylvester Stal-
lone and Wesley Snipes star in
“Demolition Man.” /8B

g

Joh-sharing moms: Whether
their kids are small or grown up,
some area mothers like splitting
the office scene with a job-share
co-worker. /1

Breast cancer awareness: Local
women tell how they detected their
own breast cancer through a self-
examination. /1

Crossword . . . . 8D
Entertainment 7-10B
Obltuarles + . . . 6B
Opinlon . . .18-18A
Polico, firocalls 16A
Porsonal Scene. 11F

Building Scene. . 1F
H 12

Employment . .E,F
Renl estato « .+ D,E
- Creatlvo Living . 1
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BY BiLL COUTANT
Stars WRITER

A move by Oakland County to cut
costs and consolidate library opera-
tions could reduce the ability of many
blind and handicapped patrons to use
the facility.

Since 1974, Farmington Hills has
housed the Oakland County Library

A library serving the blind and handicapped, currently
located in Farmington Hills, will be moved to Pontisc
next year, The move worries staff’ and patrons,

for the Biind and Physically Handi-
capped at the 12 Mile Rond main 11
brary, But n longtime struggle to
move that facllity and staff to the
county building on Telegraph In the
new court annex hos some patrons
angry and Jibrary officinls d

ald Johnson. “They do a wonderful
Job, I don’t think it'a fair to the staff.”

The county will consolidato ita law
library, reference library and blind
and handicapped library at the Ponti-
ac location, But there have been prob-

lems.

The stafl from the Farmington
Hills branch was supposed .to be
transferred. Although the county pays
their salaries, their county seniority
is in doubt. Adding more confusion to
the situntlon is a countywido hiring
freeze 1 d by E: i

“t's very disturbing,” said Beverly
Hilts resident and library patron Ger-

Brooks Patterson to offsct an anticl-
pated $21 million budget shortfall.

57 “Onthe h’brdé_r

ol_versity:. Eight Mile Road

" ‘is a whole différent world

: Ceriter's gift shop. See
'~ Page 8A for the whole nine
o yards on Eight Mil

in the Farmington vicinity '

- from Eight Mile Road in .
Detroit. Above; road con-:

Richard Tupper iz one of four can-
didates, including two incumbents, for
Farmington City Council. Election
Day is Tuesday, Nov, 2.

By LARRY O'CONNOR
Srarr WRITER

No one would ever accuse Richard
Tupper of sitting on the fence. .

The longtime Farmington council-
man is on one side or the ather, tell-
ing the awner how high and wide it
can bo. Whon it comes to city ordi-

nances, Tupper is the scif-appointed

Richard Tupper.

- Fences, signs and recreational vehi.

== Clty Councli

AKINGTON

cles and any other possible encroach.
ment on city codes draw the watchful
eye of the councilman, Often, they are
n point of contention.

“Tho message we want to convey
around hore is wo want a community
that is neat and clean and people can

be proud of,” sald Tupper, 60, who.
haa lived in Farmington for 66 years,.
“and you can't be proud of romething,

vy —
+ 1992 Sutnrban Communcatons Comporston

‘County to move library for blind

“It has worked excellently,” said
Carole Hund, director of the blind
and handicapped library, whero she's
warked for tho past 12 years. “I'm
going to be leaving in four doys and
they (county) haven't even thought
about training new people.”

The library started with about 380
patronsa in 1974 and now sorves 2,600,
most of them in the southemn part of
the county, sald Farmington Commu-
nity Library director Bev Papai.

“T have a personal bias," said Pa-
pai, the first director of the blind and

Sce LIBRARY, 2A

City hails

Mercy
land buy

BY BiLL COUTANT
STAF? WRITER

Farmington City Council membera
all had something to say about the
purchase of the Mercy Center — and
it was all good.

The council unanimously voted to
acquire the 27-plus acres of propesty
from the Sisters of Mercy including
67,000 square feet of building spnce
for $3,050,000, The decision had to be
made by Oct, 15 for the deal to go
through and only after a public hear-
ing, Except for Bome concerns about
dedicating space in the buflding for
senior programe, there were few ready
to quarrel with the decision that sev-
eral called “a bargain.”

“This is the most gratifying action
I've been a part of (as a council mem-
ber),” said moyor pro tem Larry
Lichtman, “So often the council has
to choose betwcen competing inter-
ests. This time we're on the same
team. We did something that govern-
ment isn't always able to do: We got a
good deal.”

Council members were not the only
ones bubbling over with joy about the
deal, which will give a permancnt
home to senior programs and provide
space for ather cultural and commu-
nity activities.

“TI'm your elder,” said Kathleen
Nylin, 80, with some good-natured
chiding. The 27-year Hills resident
who has been involved with effurts to
acquire a permanent home for senior
programs congratulated the council.
“As always, when I come to thank you
for something, I want to ask you for
something.”

That something was the promise,

which she got from council members, -

that space for senior programs would
be dedicated, rather than

She added that seniors are happy to
see the facility used for youth pro-
gams and cultural events, such as
Farmington Arca Philharmonic con-
certs, but they want to sce their pro-
grams offered in the same space, not
moved around.

Ve want firat dibs,” she said.

The council agreed to buy the facil.
ity and property Sept. 3 end worked
on the details of financing at a study
session Oct. 6. The city agreed to pay
for the property over 12 years, rather
than 16 or 20 years, The shorter term
will save the city an estimated
$691,500 (for the 15.year term) to $1.6
million (20 years). That estimate is
based on borrowing at 8 percent, City
officinls think tho actual rate of inter-
est will ba Jower.

* The city will borrow $4 miilion —
the purchase price plus $350,000 for
renovations and improvement. The
council also voted to uss $200,000
originally planned for Woodland
Hills Park development, $500,000
budgeted for expansion of the San

Seo MERCY, 2A

clean, safe :

il you have junk all aver the place.”
Tupper ia proud of Farmington. He
praises its public services, defends its
seturn on the tax dollar and, cbvioua-
ly, wants the city to stay that way.
‘Some codes were allowed to slip,
Tupper sojd. As a result, the city
looked tacky 15 years ago, ho said.

He pointa out the ordinance con. .

cerning storage of light industrial
cquipment was allowed to slip, taking
two years to fy and clean up.

“Jf wo lot these ordinances slip in
enforcement, wo have to go back over
agoin end spend four o five yoars to

. oo TUPPER, €A




