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“Cliffhanger” Arch-enemy: o
put Sylvester
Stallone back on REV'EWS Wesley Sn[p cs
top of the sum- portrays Simon
mer actlon movie,  This big budget battle of good Phoeniz, a psy-
bgm.t x—n:i lnlv‘eft and .,;u |;:lent¥u|1y ﬂ?“;‘f? und;{. chopathic erimi-
cffort, deapite ground, where free-thinking radi- i
the jokey and cnln cling to old-fashioned all- gal o, k‘g‘meli'
implausible fcan vices liko } 08, o emon
JOyN  seript, moy just und muscle cars. If this isn't tion Man. “ - »
MONAGHAN keep him thers strange enough, Stallono fulls for DIHOLITION HA
— through the holi-  the female officer (Sandra Bul- .
days. Tock) you just know will turn out . | Retoased by: Warner Bros. .
Slmply put “Demolition Man" o be his daughter in the inevita- Starting: Sylvester Stallone, '
is-the best time I've had at a truly  ble “Demolition Man” sequel, Wesley Snipes, Sandra Bullock,
bid movie thie year. While Stallone does his most Nigel Hawthorne, Denise Leary
JIt's 2032, An earthquake has fi-  convincing acting while encosed Directed by: Marco Brambilla
nally leveled Southern California  in a large block of ice, Snipes has Produced by: Joel Silver, Michael |
and paved the way for the peace-  a great time playing the bad guy. 'Levy and Howard Kazanjian )
ful, but dull megalopolis of San  Qutfitted with blond hair, o blue Wiitton by: Danie! Waters, Robert
Angclea‘ Murder has been wiped  eye, and attitude to spare, he en- Reneau and Peter M. Lenko s
aut, along with everything clse ergizes the movie and makes you eter M. v
ddemed bad for you — cigarettes, forget how shakey this roller - Ratod: R (Restricted. Under 18.
caffelne, alcohol, salt, and even coaster really fs. 'ANDREW COOFER WMWMWPW‘”
OXe Take the running gag about or guardian.) - -
Police officers now shrink from  profanity, which has also been Any serlous social discussion nounced that old TV advertising  fied on most pointa, I'll stick with | Running time: 2 hoitrs; 8 .
violence, which makes it all the outlawed in the future, Whenever  ends here in a flurry of explosions  jingles would now become the the crowd on this onc. It’s no Rating (out oiupomblefaur)‘

more difficult to deal with Simon
Phoenix (the ever-watchable Wes-
ley Snipes), a super-villain liter-
ally put on ice in the 19908 who
escapes the deep freeze,

Only one man can stop him —
Stnllonc s John Spartan, the hot-
headed LA cop who put Phoenix
away in the firat place, The prison
system froze him when his appar-
cnt carelessness led to the deaths
of hoatages, and now, 40 years lat.
er, they put him back in uniform.

you swear, an omnipresent ma-
chine issues a ticket and a verbal
warning. After while, as the action
grows more and more intense,
characters can cuss a blue streak
without consequence,

But “Demolition Man" isn't
ahout logic or even about the for-
seeable future. Like most science
fiction, it's o reaction to cvents to-
day, specifically about our fear
not only of police brutality, but
also our fear of a world without It

and car chases.

To his credit, first-time dircctor
Marco Brambilla stages some ex-
cellent fight scenes, pitting
Snipes’ convincing martin! erts
moves against Stallone's atill-im-
pressive bulk. Moreover, this for.
mer TV commercia! dircctor hos
mannged to work in product en-
dorsements in the cloverest and
meost shameless ways possible.

Imagine the feeding (renzy
emong ad execs when it was an-

stuff of oldies’ stations circa 2032,
The Jolly Green Glant and Oscar
Meyer wieners are just two of the
big winners,

And we can only guess the price
tag paid by Taco Bell to become
the one restaurant which, accord-
ing to the movic, came out on top
after the "food franchise wars” of
the carly 21st century. Now all
restaurants are called Taco Bell.

Most critics will cruclfy “Dem-
olition Man" and they'll be justi-

Cultures collide in ‘Beverly Hillbillies’

When the

oil in the swamp
hehind their Ozark mountain
shack, their new fortune inspires
them to relocate to the stuffy city
of Beverly Hills, where cultures
collide with hilarious results on
both sides.

. Twentieth Century Fox pre.
sents a Penclope Spheeris Film,
““The Beverly Hillbillics,” open.
ing Friday at metro Detroit movie
theaters, The film stara Diedrich
Bader, Dabney Coleman, Erika
Eleniak, Cloris Leachman, Rob
Schneider, Lea Thompson, Lily
Tomlin and Jim Vamey, and is
directed by Spheerls and pro.
duced by lan Bryce and Spheeris,
=t was during casting for “The
Beverly Hillbillies” that Spheeris
got her surest sign that movie au.
diences were primed for a reunion

with the Clampetts and their .

Beverly Hills neighbors.

’

“It was a Santurday morning at

Sphceria. “Over 250 girls showed
up to read; some were ideal for the
role, and some were obviously
inappropriate. But what [ gat that
day was proof that everybody
loves the Clampetts. Everybody
wanted to be part of the ‘Beverly
Hillbillies’ spirit.”

For Tomlin, who plays the im.
possibly efficient Jane Hathaway,
the same discovery came a little
later. “We'd be filming on Sunset
Boulevard in the Clampett's ja-
lopy,” the actress recalled, “and
you could see the affection on
people's faces as they watched us
drive by, They just llt up when
they saw thaot old car.”

Jim Vamey~(who plays Jed
Clampett) hos hecome well

“known to sudiencea over the past
decade as know-it-all Emnest P,
Waorrell in scores of commercinls
and in four “Emest” movies,

Cloris Leachman (Granny) is

Discussion series
features Fellini film

nvwcronm Diaz Screenings begin 7 p.m. sharp,
Skrciat, WiTzR and seating s on o first-come, en lacty, “YOU’LL STAND UP AND CHEER FOR ‘RUDY

“TPalk Cinema, a film discussion  first-served basis. For informa- PTG AN -~ IT'SAWINNERY
serics aponsored by the Friends of  tion, call 426-4053. X -muwumnmnw&
the Livonia Public Libary, con-  pederico Fellint's award-win- KA !
tiges 7 pun Wednendat Oct 20 ping “La Dalco Vita” s scheduled B l “TWO THUMBS UP!”

- ~Shlel B
brary, 32777 Five Mile Road. for showing on Oct. 20. GVGI'
. Upcoming movies include —
‘Veteran film professor, Frank ‘Ingmar Bergman’a *'Wild

E. Ross will lead the series, sot for
the third ‘Wednesday of each
month through June.

.Admisston for the serics is a $5
membership in the Friends of the
Livonia Public Library, payable
either in ndvance, or at the doot.

Strawberries,” “Bridge on the
River Kwal,” and ono of the most
popular musicals nf all time,
“Singin’ in the Rain."”

Provided by Blockbuster Vidco,
each film will be shown on & full-
sizo screen.

UPCOMING MOVIES

«Action, drama, romance —
there’s something for everyone at
the movies. Here's a list of what's
In the wings: 4

Opening Wednesday, Oct, 13.
udy” — Based on the Nll‘“f.
smry of Rudy Ruttiger, the fili [s

.dn uplifting tale of how one youpg

man overcame incredible odds to

tin, Nod Beatty, Charles Dutton,
Juon Miller, Llll Taylor and

ltrvphlc and
son It mchu two aurvivors about

- the value of life, Stars Jeff Bridg- -

es, Rosle Perez, Inabella Rosselli-
ohn

PREVIEW

wetl-remembered on  the big
screen for her work in the Mel
Brooks films “History of the
World: Part 1" “High Anxicl.y"
and “Young anknmuin and in
the Peter Bngdnnnv:ch film “The
Last Picture Show," which earned
her an Academy t\wnrd for Best
Supporting Actress,

Erika Eleniok (Elly May) co-
atarred last year as Jordan Tate,
the birthdoy surprise who found
herself unwittingly teamed with
Steven Seagal in “Under Slege.”

Diedrich Bader (Jethro) makes
his motion picture debut as the
dim-though-enthusiastic Jclhm
Bodine. He has made over 20 cpi-
sodic guest nppearances on alwwn
such as “Fresh Princo of Bel Alr,”
and 21 Jump Street.”

Dabney Colemen (Mr. Drya.
dale) has made a career of playing
loveable bad guys in such films as

“On Golden Pond,” *“Tootsie,”
and “9 to 5,".in which he played

the sexist boss of Jane Fonda,
Dolly Parton and Lily Tomlin,

_. the Hollywood Presbyterian .
7 ,?e];mpz;"::nn Church, an open casting call for For the role of Jed, the unflap.
| , Y+ the port of Elly May,” recalls pable mountain man who finda

good in everyone, Speeris found a
natural in Jim Varney. Varnoy, it
turns out, is descended from Ap-
palachian Kentucky hi!lhillieu,
and the Clampetts hail from tho
Qzarks. The fit was perfect.

“Jim's a real hlllbllly. g0 half
my wark was done,” said Speer[u.
“And ho really knows comedy.”

*Jed is an American from the
Inst frcntlcr," sald Verney of his
charactor. “He is a remnant of a
bygone age. He's Daniel Boone,
he's Davy Crockett.

“Being from Kentucky, 1 ro-
member my dad taking us kids up
to West Virgina, where he was
born, It was pretty far back into
the woods, very similar to where
the Clampetts start out. So as I

" got into this character I tricd to
remember tho people I met there
— real hillbillies, people who
lived In shacks on stilta with tin
rools. It was an intereating life.”

masterplece, but fans of high-oe.
tone action won't walk away dis-
appointed.

To leave a message for John
Monaoghan, dial 953-2047, mail-
box number 1866, on a touch-tone
phone, fax him a note at 581-7279,
or write him in care of Entertain-
ment, Observer & Eccentric News-
popers, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonia
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Clampett reunlon: Diedrich Bader is Jethro, Cloris Leach+
man, Granny; Erika Eleniak, Elly May; and Jim Varney, ,
Jed in “The Beverly Hillbillies.”"

“ITS THE FUNNIEST FILM OF THE YEAR” |

Thde Polumdy, I AFRS AETWORK

eluoy Hilarious!"

Hillbillies

From the Director of Wayne's World,
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A\ good clean celebration for the whole family to
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'WHEN PEOPLE SAY DREAMS DON'T
COME TRUE, TELL THEM ABOUT RUDY.
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“AN UNFORGE'!‘IZABLE REAL-LIFE ‘ROCKY:..
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pursue his dream: to play lootblll
Stars Sean As-

Turturro . and Tom
for Notre Dame, e
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