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hat would Dorothy Gale
sy if she were walking
olong Eight Mile Road
instead of the Yellow Brick Rond?
:* “Hookers ond bandits and
ithieves, oh my!"
+ Well, the Eight Mile environ-

“ment isn't quite that

ANMIE

pleasing environment than a typi-
cal Eight Mile Road vista brings
to mind, but an outfit called the
Eight Mile Boulevard Association
alms to change all that,

Formed lost April, the associa-
tion is an alliance of 13 communi-
ties, three countles and the state
transportation department. ’l:hc

'(nt least in daylight), despite the
.propensity of many to believe oth-
wrwise.

- Certainly the aforementioned
‘undestreable professionals occupy
‘the boulevard to some extent, but
none were in evidence on a recent
‘Monday during several trips up
:and down the road between the
‘enstern edge of Southfield and the
‘western reaches of Farmington
+Hills during daylight hours,

" \Vith the exception of a few top-
less bars on the Detroit side, like
Frumpps, Body Rock and Fatal
Attraction, Eight Mile Road is o
lot like any other Lusy commer-
cinl artery in metro Detroit.

From the Finnish Center in
Farmington Hills to the
Nosthridge Commons strip mall
in Livonin to R.J. Leeds Furni-
ture in Redford to Livernois Auto
Glass & Body Repoir Co. in
Southfield, the ambiance of Eight
Mile is embodied in an amalga-
‘mntion of the busineases along-
side of it.

Working for change
Granted, the word “ambiance™
-y conote a mote acsthetically

idea is to 3t
between the many local govern-
ments, businesses and residents
who occupy the 27 miles of Eight
Mile Road from Lyon Township
to Eastpainte,

With one staff member, $90,000
collected from annual dues and

ane $50,000 federal grant so far, |

the associntion is hordly o jugger-
nout, but its effect and presence
are beginning to be felt.

The federal grant has been used
to build a “prototype landscaping
island” on Eight Mile between
Ferndale and Detroit, association
director Sharlan Douglas snid,
Basically all they're doing is add-
ing trees and flowers to what's al-
ready there, but they hope to ex-
tend the treatment up and down
every portion of Eight Mile divid.
ed by a median,

Shopkeepers and homeowners
are important to the plan, too,
Douglas said, “We really need to
contact and listen to the business
owners and residents.” In fact,
she said, “I would love it if they
called me.” You may reach Doug-
las at 585-2643, With no secretary
on hand, she's likely to answer
her own phone.
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Windshleld washer:

GUY WARIIEN/STATF PHOTOGRAMIES

Lon Matthews has been cleaning windshields on Eight Mile at Southfield Freeway since

March. He's there every day from about 9 a.m. till 7 p.m. or until he gets enough money to take care of his needs
for the day. He says that South field police are generally very kind to him. Sometimes they bring him breakfast.

It’s different
When one drives up and down
Eight Mile between Haggerty and
fiold, it b

Py
that parts of the avenue need less
attention than others.

In Farmington HHIs for cxam-
ple, there's a place called the
Finnish Center where folks of

TRata €

> that since I-96 opened business has not been as good. Before the freeway op
. traffic would come right past Kashat's store on Eight Mile Road.

Guy WARREN/STAFF PIGTOGIATIIER

L Could be better: Freddy Kashat, owner of G & J Party Store in Farmington Hills said

Scondinavion descent meet and
socialize. Inside there’s a gift
shop stocking many things with
the Finnish word “sisu” (muaning
guts) on them, and everything is
very pleasant and cordial.

Across the street is Northridge
Commons, a nearly new strip mall
where londscapers plant flowers
and oceupnncy is near capacity.
Livonia resident Rita Borrelli,
who mans the counter at CCS
Joewelers, waves toward the De-
troit side of Eight Mile and says,
“There's probably more news
down there. This 1x a nice orea.”

The Redford Zone

The bucolic splendor of Eight
Mile fudes semewhat when onc
moves into the Redford Township
zone, An RJ. Leeds Furniture
store just east of Beech Dal
exeeption, stecking top-of-the-
line items as well s couches for
lesy then $250. Manager Guy
Hipwell said Eight Mile Rond is s
good location for R.J. Leeds and
business has been good. “1 don't
think (Eight Mile) was ever us
bad as some of the stories you
heard,” he said,

But it’s hord to miss the aban-
doned gas station at Eight and
Inkster, and mony of the othor
husi are hurdly harbi

d all the

of prosperity, what with their
cement block construction and

pinted-on signs, |

However, one must trek cast of
Telegraph before o plethora of
signs screaming  “LIQUOR,"
“CHECK CASHING™ and
“Michigan's Most Beautiful
Dancers” make their presence
felt. These are mainly on the
south side of Eight Mile, where
bnlm and liquor stores are plenti-
ful,

On the north side in Seuthfield
you'll find mainly commercial
businesses; places like Tire
Wholesalers, D.0.C. natlonal
hendquarters, Livernois  Auto
gluuu and Belvedere Construction

N

We do good work

Maurice Lezell, who owns
Belvedere Construction and has
played “Mr. Belvedere” in TV
commereinls for 30 years, soid
he's “very hoppy” to have his
husiness located on Elght Mile
Road and would “recommend it
to anybody.” Although Lezell
characterized Eight Mile as “very
safe,” visitors to his office have to
ring a bell so that a secretary can
unlock the door #o they con enter.

Down the road a few blocks at
Livernois Auto Glass an employ-
ee who requested anonymity said
Eight Mile Road life is betler in
Southficld than Detroit. Although
one can be sure that any hitch-

hiking woman along Bight Mile
“is in a dirc cmergency or B pros-
titute,” the man goid, the hookers
stay on the south side of the rond.
*The big batch of them are down
there on the other side of Green-
field,” he sald, attributing the
lack of hookers in Southficld te
diligent police,

Sa what is on the other side of
Greenfield, anywoy?

Just ncross the Southfield line
in Onk Park is the Koepplinger's
bakery and adjunct thrilt store
where one may buy fresh bread,

cakes and danish for half of what |«

grocery stores get, Corol Schwen-

demann has worked behind the [
counter there far eight years, “It's |
a little store, but it's busy con- |
stantly,” she said, “1 love working |
here, and I love the people I meet |

in here. Ninety-nine percent of
the customers who come in here
are terrific.”

Schwendemann, who lives in
Warren, drives to work every doy
on Eight Mile, which she says is

much more lightly travelled since |

1-696 opened.

She hos also noticed something
that the Eight Mile Boulevard
Association would be happy to
hear.

“People are starting to do
something with the (ronty of the
buildings,” she said, *I think it's
starting to turn around.”
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21st Annual

Anniversary Sale!

- 21%-40% OFF
g 4 DAYS ONLY
~Thurs., Oct. 14 thru Sun,, Oct. 17
: 824 Penniman
Downtown Plymotth
(313) 455-8110
Mon.Fri, 10-8 Sat, 10-5_Sun. 12-5

?Your call could
make history.

Right now, if you call
. us, you'll be helping us find
'+ parts of our history we're
.. missing. It’s all part of our
< 75th Anniversary

-

* celebration.

: Give usaring.
ltcould bea
historic moment
for all of us.

“The Easter Seal Story Search
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= 1-800-STORIES (Voice or TDD) |

Pre-Seaton Sale

s250%° __

DISCOUNT

(Complole Line of
Humidifler Parls and Pads
In Stock - All Makes)

Sa

HEATING

23262 Telegraph *

We Service All M

6 MONTHS

SAME AS CASH
With Approved Credit
Good Until 12-31-93

GET THE RIGHT FURNACE
FOR YOUR HOME

« Low Monthly Bllls

« Super Quiet Operatlon

» Long Lasting Performance
+ Professional Installation

FREE ESTIMATES

SALES COMPANY

Southfield, Mich.
akes and Models

Service ance agi

Complete 24 hour service company

352-4656

vary affordable.
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playing with matches. |

Sorry if that sounds like your mother talking. But with pas logs in your fireplace,
there’s never a need to touch a match,  log or o hearth full of ashes
imply touch a button to instantly start 8 clean-buming natural gas fire. You'll also
be keeping 50 percent of your money from going up the chimney.

With no more fires to light, just think how big your matchbook

,

in,

Corowmery
[

For a gas log dealer near you, check the yellow pages under Fireplace Equipment or call:
«J & D Distributing 1-800.828-4688 .

» Thermo-Fire Distributing 1.800-878.72400
« Federal Fireplace 313-557-3344

NRG Distributing 1-800.288-8NRG
» MS Distributing 313.229.2+451




