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POINTS OF VIEW

Patterson prank undermines Detroit race

say this, he knows when to keep
his mouth shut, such as refusing
to endorse any candidate in the very
critical Detroit mayoral race.
Not 80, our county exccutive, L.
Brooks Patterson.
Patterson's so-called “endorsement”
6 Sharon McPhail is inappropriote

and in bad taste. 1, as a resident olf

! *m no fan of John Engler. But I'll

“] don’t want to jinx his campaign,”
Patterson said, “But I've known Arch-
er to be a professtonal” with a high de-
gree of integrity.

And that's how it stood until
MecPhail recently starting using
Patterson's endorsement as a reason
for Detroiters to elect her rather than
Archer, It fit well into her game plan to
depict Archer as the candidate of white

burbanites — such as Patterson.

QOakland County, am emt by

i

2 Heis playing games in an area that
is not his ball ficld.

= Here's the play by play.

Z Last November, soon after he was
gtected Oakland County executive,
Patterson endorsed Dennis Archer. A
Nov. 23 story by our county reporter,
Pat Murphy, said: At o press confer-
gnce called Thursday to announce
gome appointments, Patterson en-
dorsed Democrat Dennis Archer in his
kid to become mayor of Detroit.

”

ore and more frequently I get
invited to speak at various
ions where the i

'g‘i'!l"i”lll

Thursday, Patterson, at a press con-
ference, came out with what was de-
scribed in some reports as & “humor-
ous" endorsement of McPhail. In a
press release, which has a strongly of-
fensive tone, he claims: “I'm relieved
with having finally come out of the
closet with this issue.”

In later televised reports, he is re-
ported to have said that McPhail's
election would give Oakland County
control over the Detroit Water and
Sewer Board and that Oakland County

1've also been asked to speak at a
growing number of high school reun-
ions of i ingly ancient classes, in-

“grow increasingly long in the tooth. Re-
‘zently I spoke at a reunion of Macomb
College’s highly successful but long-
“defunct division of basic education,
.which 1 directed in the carly '70s.
it was nostalgia time to sce so many
of that liberal old guard who marched
* on the Warren Tank Arsenal during
- the Vietnam War, brought in Jane
' Fonda and the Black Panthers to
+ spenk at student seminars, orgazied a
. Black Student Union, set up an urban
bus line to attract Detroit students and
. did other deeds which didn't delight
: our conservative board and president.
. OQur activities ultimately got the
! 3,000-student division disbanded and
. its director suspended for insubordina-
" tion. (We had the last laugh, though.
Ex-divisi t ized politi-
: cally to elect a new board which fired
, the president.)

cluding Detroit Pershing High's ‘66
class and Southeastern's '63 class, 1
was track conch at both schools and
had state champion runners in both
classes. The Southeastern gathering on
Sept. 18 filled me with particular nos-
talgia, because over the time-weathered
span of three decades, 1 had forgotten
what a fine class that '63 bunch truly
Wwas.

Principal Margery Readhead made
sure that academic standards were
high and girls' skirts were low. When-
ever a teacher sent a student wearing a
short skirt to the principal’s office,
Miss Readhead would have the girl
kneel. If the skirt didn’t touch the floor
the kid got shipped home to change.

1t is against that sheltered backdrop
that I contemplate some of the ather
kinds of educational change which
have occurred during the post three

= Sharon McPhall recently
starting using Oakiand
County Executive L. Brooks
Patterson's endorsemont
as a reason for Detrolters
to elect her rather than
Dennls Archer.

A Not only are the skirts
shorter, go are the funding
{evels for the public educa-
tion to which most of us
owe our professlonal suc-
cess. So, too, are student
attention spans.

would take over ail the jewels of the

city.

The McPhail camp originally re-
sponded with good humor:

“We've had a day of laughs now,
from L. Brooks Potterson’s off the wail
endorsement, but it's time to focus
again on the problems of Detroit —
and how to solve them,"” the McPhail
cnmp said,

They suggest proceeds of the
“McPhail fund-raiser” — if in truth
ane is scheduled — be sent to the Engt

Patterson is known for his scnse of -
humor. But he obviously lacks a sense .-
of timing or his place. "

Detroit is in deep trouble. And in -~ 7
just two wecks Detraiters — not subur-
banites — will go to the polis to decide |
whether to let McPhail or Archer make, |
a run to get their city back on a win-
ning track. .

Patterson, until that time, isnota ..
player, He knows that he is viewed as =
anti-Detroit for some of his pust ac-

Side E: Shelter on Kerch
in Detroit.

But then, to add insult to injury,
Patterson did schedule a McPhail
fund-raiser at Dugan’s lrish Pub at
noon Friday. Cost is $20 and the pro-
gram includes topics of discussion:
M Regionalization of Detroit Water &
Scwer Systems,

M Repatriation of the Detroit Zoo,

Funny?

ttention spans, funding shorter in education :

decndes, Not only are the skirts
shorter, so are the funding levels for
the public education to which most of
us owe our professional success. So,
too, are student attention spans — due
to a junky, fast-fed, rappy diet of MTV
dbites, So are perlc stand-
ards. The change is particularly devas.
tating in hardcore urban areas stricken

tions and . Given that, he
has misused his position as Oukland
County exccutive — and deserves the
penalty of his own county’s rage, .

This Detroit mayoral race, is, after
all nat a game but a fight for the sur-
vival of a once great city.

Judith Doner Berne is managing cdi-n
tor of the Eccentric Newspapers. You
can reach her at 901-2563.
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demic department head for all depart-
ments and no metal detector. Rundom
gunshots have been fired into iny off-
ice. At night all phones and other hard=
ware (what there is of it) are discon-
nected and locked in the vault in hope .
they will still be there the next morn-
ing. Jim Solomon, my colleague from
the King High dn):s. is the belenguered”

by poverty, drugs and gunpl

And talk about deja vu.! I've re-
turned from retirement to develop a
guidance program at Detroit's Adult
High School, a stone’s throw (or an
Uzi's range) from where I used to
teach, coach and administrate at Mar-
tin Luther King High and Butzel Jun-
jor High. Every day, a thousand stu-
dents, including kickouts from other
schools, parolees, certified SEI's (se-
verely emotionaly impaired) and some
strif 1 30-year-old back
stream inta the big, battered building
to earn diplomas,

There are two counsclors, one aca-

I 's chief rator. {Dona-
tions can be mailed to the Trombly
Adult High School, 7630 Harper, De-
troit 48213.)

Despite debilitatively short staffing
and funding levels, Solomon and his
intrepid troops strive valiantly on their
students’ behalf,

Miss Readhead would be proud.

John Telford, a Rochester Hills resi-
dent, formerly was assistant superin-
tendcnt in the Rochester School Dis-
trict, He previously was exccutive diree:
tor for secondary education in the
Plymouth Canton district.

she had hoped for.

all 10 hours.

well taken care of, #*

most comprehens

Callusat -
1-800-633-737

__ %And, my room was greab. You know you're still in the hospital,
but it feels much more like home. I'm glad | chose Beaumont.
1 don't think ! would have been comfartable anywhere else. .
I anything had gene wrang, 1 knew both the baby and | would be

Beaumont, Royal Oak — Michigan’s .

sive obstetrical service -
in one ¢onvenle|!l lq:aﬂon. o T
: We'd like fo fell youvrﬁore; X .

*-.,

From first news to first

| Beaumont, Royal Oak offers the comfort of complete obstetrical,

p epidural, neonatal and pedialric services with the convenience of

I choosing your own birth experience. You can choose from o

: traditional labor room, a birthing room or a Labar, Delivery and

1 Recovery {LDR) room. And, you'll get to know your new baby in

' the home-like environment of a private postpartum raom,

! BeaumonY's new postpartum rooms have o full-size bath, hardwood
. floors, a refrigerater and a rocker-recliner for Dad,

For new mom Deborah Reinheimer, the nurturing care of Beaumont's
Obstetrics stalf and the comfort of Beaumont's mom-friendly
Obstetrics Unit helped make her delivery the special experience

% 13 was my first haby, so I was kind of nervous.
But the statf at Beaumont was great.

They made sure | was comfortable and made

: me feel like the only patient there. My nurse was
like my own personal coach. She was there
through my entire lakor and delivery —




