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hm CENTS

Question time: There were ques-

tions aplenty at a candidate forum

for the six who’d like to serve on

;he Farmington Hills City Council.
4A

Something scary: Some young
Farmington-area filmmakers have
produced a Halloween horror flick
to be shown at the Civic Theater.

/2A

Charity time: Oakland County
Republicans will donate money
‘from their mock fund-raiser for
Detroit mayoral candidate Sharon
_%{i{’hail to the Salvation Army.

What a dump: Yes, Oakland
County has enough landfill space
to last 20 years, but the state DNR
recognizes that Canadian refuse is
fast using up that availability.
/10A

PR

Looking good: The proposed 2-
cent increase in-Michigan’s sales
‘tax worries some retailers, but
‘others say shoppers will take it in
stride. /TA

Peppers: Turn up the heat in
foods with peppers, but handle
them with care. /1B

Recipe Makeover: Make a
brunch quiche with only 3.9 grams
‘of fat per serving. /1B

Hard set: When Matt Johnson
‘visited the Metro Musicafe in
" Royal Oak last week he may well
- have cemented the future for his
_band, The The. /48
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By BiLL COUTANT
STAYY WRITER
As clection day nears, many local
candidates believe their fote may ol-
rendy be sealed — in an envelope con-
taining an absentee ballot,
Increasingly, absentec voters are
having a bigger say in who is elected.
And this year, with city council races

In official-speak, they’re known as “AVs" — absen-
tee volers to the rest of us, Anyway, they play a huge
role in local elections. Some candidates believe that
absentee ballots may account for more than half the
total vote in Farmington Hills,

the only issue on the ballot, and a low
turnout expected, the absentee vote is
more important thon ever.

In Farmington Hills, it could ac-
count for more than 50 percent of the
vote, several city counci! candidates
said.

“That number has gone up from
4,000 to 5,000 {5,735), to 6,000 (6,399)

Absentees to make mark in

in the last three elections,” said Ka-
thy Dur{lnn, Hills city clerk.

vote

and again this year, Grant has bought
duplicate mailing labela of those who
recelve ab ballota and pays to

Hills
mails out about 12,000 ballots to vot-
ers over 60 years of age within the
city, she satd, The bulk of the absen-
tee vote comes from those seniors,
Dornan said. And that fact has not
heen lost on candidates,

“In my first campaign (1985), I lost
badly among absentces,” said Farm-
ington Hills Council candidate Jon
Grant, an incumbent. “The second
time (1989) I knew better. I had actu.
ally beaten Terry (Sever) at the polls
(in 1985)."

In 1989, a successful campaign,

have his campaign literature mailed
to the same voters (16,56 cent bulk

rato),
It works this way:

W The city automntically mails out
absentee ballot requests to about
12,000 seniors.

M Once a large number of requests
are received, the city prints mailing
labels and sends out the ballots. A
candidate pays 3 centa per label and
receives a duplicate set, which is then

Seo ABSENTEES, 4A

Bv BiLL COUTANT
BTANY WRITER

To many people, once a woman
takes the vows to become & nun she
must give up many freedoms, But to
Jenny Kreft, that commitment will
allow her the freedom to be and ful-
Rl herself.

Kreft, 28, is o candidate to be-
come a Sister of Mercy, It's some.
thing she I,md thought about while

Thereligious life: Jenny Kreft,
in a wooded area of the Mercy Center.

who intends to become a Roman Catholic nun, pauses for a moment at a Station of the Cross

of Mercy.

she was growing up in I.}mnlnx.
something she thought she would
never know about when she contem-

Thinking things out at the Mercy Center

Unto God: Sisters act on 'missions

thinking that it would be something

1 woutd nevor be able to experience.”
But despite graduating from

Michl te U ity, having

plated marrying, but hing that
could become a reality within two

yeara. '

“It wns something I thought
about a lot in grade school,” she
snid. “Really, I thought nbout it a
lot later. At one time I thought that
I would be married. I remember

goad friends, a good job and a rela-
tionship that sho thought would
Jead to marriage, Kreft still thought
something was missing. R

1 hod everything I necded,” she.
sald, looking reflectively at the view -

. has embarked on a life of service to
.an order that traces ita roots to Ire-

| SHARON LEMIEUX/STAT? PHOTOGRAPIER

ice at the Mercy Center on 11 Mile
in Farmington Hills. “But it wasn't
enough.”

Alifeof service . . . :
And so, like nearly 7,000 other
women throughout the world, Kreft

through the front window in’an off-

Soo SISTERS, SA

By LARRY O'ConnOR
STAFY WITER

While some downtowns are fretting
about dire financial circumstances,
Farmington's is having o harum-scare
‘em time.

This weckend’s Farmington Hal-
loween Fest is expected to be a bash
frightful for visitors and delightful for
downtown merchants,

H'‘We're gotting a lot of Interest in the area. . .
We're Just trying to broaden the appeal of down-

L
town. 3 Judy Downey,
Farmington D Development Authority director
Saturday. the arca,” said Farmingtan Down-

A costume conteat, live music,
country line doncing, lortune tellers

People from
ities nre expected to pour in for the
event that kicks off 6 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 29, and runs through midnight

and  tric} treating of downtown
stores are some of the activities
planned,

“We're getting a lot of interest in

town Development Authority director
Judy Downey, who has been on radio
stationa trumpeting tho fest, “We're
just trying to broaden the appeal of
downtown.”

The Halloween fest fa the first of

Merchants hope Halloween fest scares up some green

its kind for Farmington. The Down-
town Farmington Businesa Assocla-
tion and the DDA arc hoping to capi-
talize on the resurgence of celebrating
ghouls and gobline.

Ideally, visitors will be dropping
green paper with dead presidents on
itin dnwmowv; Btores. . N

In preparation, street lamps have
been ;:'lecked out in comn stalka. A
pumpkin Jarge enough to meke a pie
for tho Seventh Flect haa been deco-
roted outside of city hall,

Soo FEST, 2A

Party with a cause
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oo old to trick or treat? You can atill cele-

brate Halloween — and help a charity at

the same time — at the Great Halloween
Charity Bash at 8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 29, ot the Met.
ropolitan Musicafe on 12 Mile between Drake and
Farmington roade. The charity bash will benefit
the Childrens I Disorder 1zati

The event will feature Kevin O'Neill from a lo-.
cal FM radio station, as well as food, entertain.
ment, prizes and a cash bar. Music will be provid-
ed by the Sgt, Rock band.

Guests are d to come in H
costumes. Thoy will be judged and prizes awarded.
Tickets ot $15 and $20 may be bought at the door.
(inll 380-8100 for reservations or more informa-
tion,

FARMINGTON FOCUS

On race and diversity

he Multicultural/) il O o

Council of the Farmington area will hold

monthly foruma on the second Tueaday of
cach month, beginning Nov, 9, at the Farmington
Training Center, 33000 Thomas, Farmington. Tha
forums will be 8.9:30 a.m. Anyone may attond.

The Nov, 9 forum will feature Evelyn Speara of

the Inatitute for Healing Raciam, Ann Wettlaufer
and Deborah Taylor of the Oakland Center for
Open Housing will speak at the Dec. 14 event.

Any contributors?
nyone who wanta to contributa to the 125th
A anniversary sculpture being bullt should
send the checks made payable to tho 126th
Anniversary Sculpturo, Farmington City Hall,
23600 Liberty, Farmington 48335,
1£$10,000 is raised, the sculpture, designed by
Kegham Tazian of Farmington Hills, will be erect-
ed near the Farmington City Hail next spring.

For a story on tha sculpture, sce Page 3A in the
Oct. 18 Farmington Observer.

Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
the Farmington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road,
Farmington 48336, foxed ta 477-9722, or dropped
off ot the newspaper office.




