"County, DNR dispute landfill space available
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As Oakland prepares to make
plans to handle refuse in the 218t
Century, it faces a perplexing di-
lemma, according to the porsen
most knowledgeable about the
county's efforts to monage solld
waste,
f At a time when abundant land-
fill space s available, state offi-
clals are pressuring Oakland to
site more landfills, according to

Roger J. Smith, manager of the
Ookland County Department of
Solid Woste Management.
Landfill space is so plentiful,
snid Smith, that it negates the
necd — and rationale — for any
solid waste incincrator as the
county had proposed two yeara

ago.

Because of the large landfill ca.
paclty, Smith said, prices are at
unexpectedly low levels . . . s0
low there’s an Influx of solid

waste from Canada and East
Coast states, which find it cheap-
er to ship waste to Michigan than
to bury it at home,

Smith talked privately about
the dilemma Thursday at the reg-
ulor meeting of the anlnnd

committee after Public Act 641
that mandated it,

‘Among those 13 are Robert Jus-
tin of Rochester Hills, Rich Plr.
rotta of Bloomfield Hilla and Mi.
chael P. Tyler of Berkley.

They will work with voting

b inted to tho 641

County Board of C

One order of busincss at that
meeting was to appoint 13 non-
voting members to the county's

committee last month, They in-
clude Ben Marks of Farmington
Hills, Robert E. Leininger of
field, Yale Lovin of

Solid Waste Planning C

1ol

Alan Druschitz: of

T0;
Bloomfield Hills.

Tho 641 committee will have its
first forma! meeting Thursday
when it ia expected to elect offi-
cers and establish rules of proce-

ure.

Once those organizational
chores are out of the way, Smith
anid he will begin to outline the
county's dilemma as well as other
aspecta of Oakland's solid waste

also known as the 641
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Siting space

Ono aspect is pressure from tho
Michigan Department of Natural
Resourcea (DNR) which wanta
Ouakland to sito enough landfill
space to handle the county’s esti-
mated needs for 20 years.

“But that (requirement)

doesn’t make sense,” said Thom-.

a8 Woffen, who, besides being a
voting member of the 641 com.
mittee, i general manager of the
Southeastern  Qakland  County
Resource Recovery Authority
(SOCCRA). As Qakland sites
more landfill space, prices remain
low, attracting trash from other
states and Canada,

‘The 641 committee’s work be-
gina while Oakland residents still
have a sour taste from previous
offorts to manage solld waste.
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cility and en Oakland County-
owned landfill.
Also during Thursdey’s meet-

ing, ironically, the board passed a
resolution — at the request of
County Executive L. Brooks.
Patterson — officially killing the -
Figraahor |

and, os one
sioner put it, “wiping the (solid .
waste) slato clean.” .
“1t (the resolution) was a for- .
mality,” sald commissioner Sue
Ann Douglas, R-Rocheater Hills,

Market forces

Douglas, e vocal opponent of
the proposed incinerator, said she
i also pleased with the apparent
glut of landfill space. “Market
forces are at work,"” she sald, “and
landfill space is cheap. As long an |
it stays cheap, there’s no need for -
any inclnerator.”

In 1990, landfill tipping fees
were about $11.50 per compacted
cubic yard — and were expected
to skyrocket, according to Smith.
Last summer — with 10 active
landfills competing in southeast
Michigan — fees dropped to
about $8.50 per cubic yard al.
though prices now scem to have
stabilized around $9,

“What we have is competition,”
Smith seid. “And there appears to
be ample capacity available in the
long term at darm prices."

Prices are so good, Smith said,
that about 10 percent of the solid
waste being landfilled in south.
cast Michigan comes from outeide
the state. He said Michigan can
not block that influx of solid
waste because of a 1992 ruling by
the U.S. Supreme Court saying
that doing so would be an uncon-

itutional Iimit to i :

commerce
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' 20%. Off*-
October 25th - November 3rd
November 4th - November 10th

November 11th - November 24th

* On thousands of in-stock items
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Children

\ Learn How To Parent From The Hearll

This workshop is designed to help parents discover:

* Methods far i if-est

and thelr children

to your lamily's misslon and purpose
+ How to mave from reactive 10 proaclive parenting
* Fiva spocilic ways to parent from tho heart
* How lo davelop a sirong sense of family and teamwork.

Fee: $B0 por couple, $45 per parson
Time: 8:30a.m. - 5 p.m.
Doo

Proregistar early! Warkshop size will be limited.
For more Information or to reglster,
call Sinal Hospital Childblith Education at (313) 493-6088,
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OWNING A

1f you own your own home, you have
the key to free checking right in your
hands. Standard Federal, having helped people
achieve the dream of home ownership for gen-
erations, now introduces Free Homeowner’s
Checking. Its a Regular Checking Account with
no monthly service charge, no minimum bal-
ance requirement, and no per-check
fees no matter how many checks
you write. We'll also give you a
Coupon Booklet full of money-
saving coupons on
other financial services.

100 Years Of Helping You Along The Way™

HOME HAS MANY REWARDS.

Here's a new one:
Free Checking.

To get Free Homeowner’s Checking, you
just have to own a home. You don't even
have to be a Standard Federal customer. just
call or stop in and we'll show you how you
can start saving money with our Free
Homeowners Checking program, plus the
many other ways you can get a checking
account with no monthiy service
charges - even il you dont own a
home. At Standard Federal, we
want to help you save money
for the important
things in life.

Standard Federal Bank
Savings/Financlal Services

1-800/643-9600

Standard
‘Federal




