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“Fifty Years publiclzed dlsmissal frem the
THEATER Ahead of the auto compony has never been

EVil

R News," by John
E. Sattler (288
pp.,  $§19.95,
Whistlestop/S1).

told?

Read this memoir, subtitled A
Lifetime of Practicul Public Rela-
tions Experience," and penncd by
the man who, in 1946, cstablished
Ford Motor Co,'s public relations
department, and you'll find out
about af) this, You'll also find
out, in eyc.opening detail, how
public relations works to enhance
the publlc image of big business
and the powerful people who run
the show,

Born in a railroad flat in Brook-
Jyn in 1919, Sattler says he never
heard the term “public relations™
until 20 years nfter his birth.

After moking a name for him-
self in the public relations feld

Did you know
that the basic
design of the
Volkawogen Bee-
tle was ved
Diaz ot Ford Motor
—————— Co. during the
early 193087 That TV's Batmo-
bile was originally an experimen-
tal car also created by Ford? That
Henry Ford 11 destroyed nearly all
of his personal papers hefore he
died? That Ford's side of the sto-
1y regarding Leo acucca's highly

during n World War Il Army
stint, Sattler accepted an offer
from Ford at its New York offices
at the close of the war. (“I was as-
signed to the New York office,”
writes Sattler, “but, in fact, there
was no (PR} office . . . 1 was to
establish it — from scratch.")
One of the first things he leomed
on the job was that he couldn’t al-
ways trust even in-house staff to
give him a “straight story.”
Sattler would remain with Ford
for the next 35 years until his re-
tiremeont in 1980, He spent 20
years in the New York offices be-
forc he and his wife, Elinore,
moved to Bloomfield Hills in
1966, He concluded his career at
Ford World Headquarters in
Dearhorn. (Though his story is al-
most  relentlessly upbeat, his
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ies of the “inbred” atmos-

phere of World Headquarters are
Iess than fond.)

‘While at Ford, Sattler was wit-

ness to much of the drama that
went on behind-the-scencs of
auch events as the death of Henry
Ford I; the introduction — and

Ford’s original PR man shares his memoirs

to ramblo on at times — indulg-
Ing, for instance, in writing at
fength about his homes in Michi-
gan ond New York, even w'l:e

1 ety o

demise — of the Edsel (“primari.
1y a case of bad timing"); Ford's
finenciatly shaky role in the 1964
65 New York World's Fair; Henry
Ford II's L drinki

point of «includ [

text of an Indian deed to some

Southampton acrcage. What this

hos to do with his life in public
Jations is not clear,

and declining health; and lacoc.
ca’s departure.

Scenes are sparked with brief,
but sometimes up-close appear-
ances by such 20th-century celeb-
rities as Eleanor Roosevelt, Babe
Ruth, Hank Greenberg, Monty
Waoley, Walt Disney, Clark
Gable, Irving Berlin, various
members of the Ford family and a
slew of others,

Some picks and pans: This self-
published book could have used
the loving touch of a more ruth-
less editor, Sattler tends to occa-
sionally repeat himsell and also

But with ail the distracting
typos and printing glitches typi-
cal of self-publishers, you'll find
this little book of recent history
worthwhile, fun and user-friendly.
Much of its success can be credit-
ed to Sattler's lively, highly acces.
sible writing style, Reading the
book feels a little like sitting
down to visit with an eld friend
who {8 brimming over with great,
sparkling conversation,

Clearly, this is a guy who can
tell a story, More than that, he
has a good story to tell,

To get a copy of “Fifty Years
Ahead of the News," send $19.95

it
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=:
to Whistlestop/SI Publishing=i
P.0. Box 1866, Portage, MI 49081.™"

Last words: A new booklet, the
Detroit Women Writera Speakers .
& Writers Directory, is now avail-
able for anyone interested in con-
tacting writers who teach or speak
about writing. Copies can be or-
dered for $6 from Detroit Women
‘Writers, c/o Virginia Parker, 6263
Runnymeade, Canton, MI 48187,

Victoria Diaz of Livonia, a long-
time member of Detroit Women .
Writers, tracks the books and lit-
erary industry for the Qbserver &
Eccentric Newspopers. She says
she “hes a lifelong interest in
reading, everything from great
novels to cercal boxes.” You can
leave a message for her on a
touch-tone phone by dialing 953-
2047, then her mailbox number,
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Put Your Money To Work
In A Higher-Paying Position.

Here's your chance to advance with
higher earnings and guaranteed security in
aCD. But this rate is only being offered for a
limited time, and only al Firsl of America
Bank. As always, depositors are FDIC
insured up to $100,000. And the rate is
locked in for the full 15-month term of the
certificate. So if you're looking for a safe and
secure investment that's guaranteed to pay
off, come to First of America. And opena CD
that's bound o raise your money's eaming

power to a new level.
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~ who aren't afraid

For more information about tuv of the highest-performing CDs you'll see this year,
call or visit sour nearcst First of America bank office today.
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Lock Up A Rising Rate With A
CDThat Won't Lock You In.

Every six months of its two-year term, our
Rising Rate CD gives you a guaranteed
increase in your interest rate without locking

you in. The rate earned for each six-month

ﬁcriod rises as the chart above indicates,
giving you a 5.0% APY during the final six-
month period. And you can withdraw all of
your investment within the first 10 days of any
six-month interval without penalty. The mini-
mumdepositand balanceamountisonly$1,000. .
‘The Rising Rate CD. The liquidity you want,
with the guaranteed interest growth you need.
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