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Michael P, McGee of Livo-
nin, an attorney in the Detroit
office of the law firm of Miller,
Canficld, Paddock and Stone,
has been nomed by Crain's
Detroit Business to its 40
Under 40" list for 1993. His
principal practice area {s mu-
nicipol finanee law. He also is
n Livonin city councilman,

Shelley Darmetko  has
been nomed maorketing direc-
tur of the Onkland Mall, Troy.
She joins the mall with five
years of retail shupping center
marketing experience, includ-
ing Wonderland Mall in Livo-
nia,

William J. Wickett of Gor-
den City was named ansistant
director of public relations for
the Detroit Pistons. He will be
managing editor of Pistons In-
sider magnzine and will assist
with medin relativns, He pre-
viously was ussistant informa.
tion director for the University
of Michigan.

Cynthia M. Bates has been
named corporate sates director
for Jucobson's Store. She's re-
sponsible for overseeing the
specialty retailer’s year-round
Rift-giving program cstablish.
ed to meet the needs of corpo-
rate and individual clients.

cal summary along with a black-
to, if possible, to: Suburban Stars, Business, 0b-
server & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150. Our fex number i 313-
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Suburban Stars highlights promotions, trans.
fers, hirings and other key personne! maves
within the suburben business community, To

brief biographi-
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CEO speaks:
Robert J. Ea-
ton drew a
large and at-
tentive sub-
urban audi-
ence to hear
his views on
major issues
facing the
auto indus-
try. Listeners
interviewed
later said
they liked
what he said.
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Suburbanites echo auto exec’s views

Sce STARS, 3F

By DouG FUNKE

STAF? WRITER
obert J. Eaton, chairman and
chief executive officer of
Chrysler Corp., sarved up his

. view of key issues facing the suto in-

dustry during the efghth annual
business forum at Oakland Univer-
sity.

ARerwards, the Bloomficld Hills.
resident received good reviews from
suburban executives, academics and

The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAF-
'TA) and health care costs are major issues current-
}y facing the domestic auto industry, A key execu-
tive at one of the Big Three presented his insights
at an afterncon forum in Rochester Hills.

students who apparently liked what
they had digested.

] was very pleased with what he
said about NAFTA," said EJ. Hart.
mann, president of Zicbart Interna-
tionat in Troy.

“He expressed the same thoughts
I've had for U.S. industries to export
to Mexico. We have a dealer in Mex-

Sve SUBURBANITES, 2F

In & nutshell:
“The indus-
try has some
major chal-
lenges ahead
of it. Most of
them are di-
rectly reluted
to the eco-
nomic chal-
lenges facing
the entire
_ country,”

" Robert Eaton
said.
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Keep home organized by clearing the clutter

BY DoUG FUNKE
STARE WHITER

Call them clutter busters.

Componics such a8 the Closet
Factory, headquartered in Farm-
ington Hills, and Closct Interiors
in Troy offer homeowners the op-
portunity te live the moxim, o
place for everything and every.
thing in its place.

“We purchased a new house
that had & long closet and poles,”
said Bob Boesky of Farmington
Hills, “There was gond space in
there. We needed some creative
design o al] our stuff would fit."

Jeff Kaplan of The Closet Fac-
tacy responded to the challenge,

“He designed a closet that ine
cluded some drawers, some jewel-
ry shelves,” Boesky said. “He put
in some shoe racks, double, triple
huonging rods, belt racks, tie racks.
They did a really nice job,”

Karyn Bookmeicr of Livonia
snid she and her huaband, Brian,
grew tired of dealing with the con-
stant mess of a bedroom closet
and a linen/medicine closet out-
side o bathroom.

“Everything was on the floor
under clothes,” she said. “We
couldn’t find anything.”

Built-in shelving and baskets
installed by the Closet Factory
proved to be the solution.

“They met with us, asked what
we needed, what we were looking
for,” Bookmeler aaid, “They made
up n couple of designs. They
weren't pushy. They played along
with a lot of stuff we already had
in there.

] should have taken before and
after pictures. It's been installed
about two months now and still
looks like the day they were put
in," she sald.

Closet Interior, an independent
operation, and the Closct Factory,
a franchise, both build to specifi-
cation in their warchouses.

“We do all of our own manufac-
turing, all of the designing,” said
Angelika Fightmaster, owner/de-
atgner for Closet Interiors In busi.
ness since 1986, “There’s no in-
hetween, We havo control over ev-
erything.”

The average closet remodeling
costs just under $1,000, she add-

ed,

“Jewelry drawers arc popular
items and baskets are popular,
one for dirty laundry and one for
dry cleaning,” Fightmaster said.

Inorder: Custom-designed closet systems, compartments,
shelves and hanging rods can go a long way toward
bringing order from chaos.

Suveral
price, said Mark B. Ponski, presi-
dent of Closet Factory, which has
in business for two years.

“Price depends on size, obvi-
ously, the materials you use. We
can go from particle board to

lamine (plastic lami ," he
said. “It depends on the options
you use, Some like daors, baskets,
drawers,

“We charge by the number of
components, rods, shelves and
campartments, The customer has
a lot of Mexibility over cost. It can
get very elaborate.”

Some customers spend as little
as $200, others severat thousand
dollars, Ponski said, but the aver.
age job prices out at $1,200 to
$1,500.

“Everything is adjustable,” he
seid. “Shelving 18 on pins s0 you
con always change it.”

“It'a kind of contagious,” Fight-
master said. “As customers go
through my book, they say, 'l
didn’t know you could do this or
that' ™

Neither the Closet Factory nor
Closet Interiors do rough carpene
try work. They basically fine-tune
what’s alrendy there and work
within and around an existing
structure.

Closet Interiors utilizes wall-
support anchoring similar to cup-
boards, the Closet Factory floor.
based systems, Both also are ex.
panding inte office organizing and
even garages.

Ponski snid he's designed a
baby's changing table into a clos-
ct. Fightmaster has included an
extra door and kitty litter box in a
laundry enclosure,

Moat customers are remodelers.
However, some residential build-
ers are looking over more clabo.
rate closct arganizing systems.

“They're a good selling featura
for builders,” said Ron Jones, an
estimator for Beck Bullding. "By
the time you take the materials
you buy, labor Lo install and paint
and take those costa out and op-
ply them to the Closet Factory, it
probably ncts out $200 for eight
closets,”

Fightmaster sald she's also
wotked with residential bullders,

“New Decorated
Models”

Quality Custom
Homes
From 234,900

Pre-construction
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A community of impressive
single family homes ’

“natural setting.”

Heavily wooded and walk-out sites, rmvine
and creckview sites, Excellent location with
casy access 1o major expressways, malls,
recreation (suuh as
riding stables, state
parks, skling arcl
golf), churchies and

Estates offers value,
style and comfort.
Featuees include:
vaulted ceilings «
bayed breakfast
rooms * private 2nd
staircase designer
kitchens with built-ins » spacious peivate

master bedroom suites « huge foyers » attached

Salea Office
380-3088

Located
on T4t R,

Just Nortd Mode! Hours:
of 9 Mile Open Daily 126
(Closed Thurs.)
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