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Repair shops sought for auto mechanic referral

By MARY RODRIQUE
STAFF WHITER

It sounded like a good iden, but
Steve Hamed’s auto mechanic re-
ferral service Is stalling before It
gets out of first gear,

The Canton resident Is trying
to launch the Auto Repair Refer-
ral  Association (ARRA), The
iden: consumers would dial an

Minority

The Small Business Strategy
Group, a Southfield-based con-
sulting company, was named run-
nerup as the 1993 Minority Busi-
neys Advocate of the Year..

The announcement was mude
by the Minority Business Devel-
opment Ageney of the U. S, De-
partment of Commerce.

The award wos presented to
West Bloomfield sesident Don
Reimer, co-founder of the compa-
ny, and was presented by B, Kev.

800 number for referral to a reput-
able aute mechanie in their area.

Livonin, Canton, Plymouth,
Northville, Farmington, Bloom-.
ficll Hills and Blrmingh

sity with a degree in aviation

management technology.
Hamed was laid off from an alr.
Iix‘m jol} nlle!r three years in ﬂl;;llxt
e

wouldl be covered in the network.
“When I returned from Califor-
nia last July, I had this idea in
mind,” said Homed, a 1989 grad-
uute of Bastern Michigan Univer-

went to California to care for his
ailing mother & year ago. There,
he.worked for an electronics com-

pany.
“I noticed radio and TV ads in

Culifarnin for such 1 service. 1 fig.
ured it would be o very good iden,
benefitting conswmers and inde-
pendent repair shopm. And there
isn't such o service in Michigan,”
Hamed said.

submitted his proposal
edd 121 repair shops, Re-
sponse was less than stellae, “I
don't huve any clients yet, They

business advocate named

in Louderdnle, project director of
Grant Thorton's Detroit Minority
Business Development Center,

“Don Reimer has been active
for many years in consulting and
promoting minority owned busi-
nesses and I am very pleased that
Don's effurts are now being recog-
nized,” Lauderdale snid.

‘I'he Small Business Strategy
Group i: in develop:

growthioriented, closely held

busincsses,

A pioneer in [fostering ussist-
once for minority  businesses,
Relmer spent 10 years with the
Greater Detroit Chamber of Com-
merce. He also ereated a mile-
stone for aasisting minority busi-

develop his business in 1987,

“I am delighted to be recog.
nized for wumy of the contribu-
tions tmnde over the past 26 years
to fustering ainority businesses
in this community,” suid Reimer,
a first-time awnnd winner,

Reimer is on alumnus of Law-
rence ‘Pechnologicnl  University

nesses with the Small B
Department, which led to the de-
I of the Busi Advi-

management  strategies  for

sory Resource Bank. He helped

and an adjunct professor in the
College of Manugement on the
Southficld enmpus,

didn’t sound al! thot interested. I
only got response from four
shops.”

Hamed ib sending out a second
correspondence to his target
group and also paying personal
visits to those shops.

“I'm looking for good quality
work and special services. Do they
have tow trucks? Do they offer
pick up and delivery? Are they
member of the Automobile Asso-
ciation of Michigan? Also, I will
chueck with the state to see how
they hendle censumer come
plaints.”

Homed figures he needs 16 cli-
ents to launch his business, He
plans to charge $300 a month to
clients, which would cover radio
ndvertining coats.

“In California, they charge
$1,000 a month,” he seid. *1
charge a much lower price be-
cause 1 need to get started.”

Consumers are not charged for
the refereal, They would simply
dind 1-800-CAR-4-FIX for refecral
to an auto repair shop in thelr

area to auit thelr problem. .
“This would benefit individu-
als who seck a trustworthy ropair
facility but are afraid to be taken
advantage of by just any repair
shop,” Homed said. “The repair
facilitics who connot afford
liroadeast advertising would gat
Lo boost their business, iy
“There in such new and (s.
manding technology, a lot
shops cannot fix the electronicsior
don’t have the computers or train.
ing for the newer cars. We want to
muke sure consumers are getting
certified mechanics who have puy-
sued training and lnveated money,
in the proper equipment.” e
Hemed likens his operation.
the very successful 1-800-DEMN..:
TIST, in which consumers can
find a reputable dentist in thelr
arca, There are 1,000 member
dentists plus a waiting list with
100 more names. That service
gets 4,000 calls daily.
Hamed has hopes of cventually
expanding the service to include
the entire tri-counly area.

Standard Fed earns support award ,

dent. “The boank has been, and will continue
to be, very active in developing programs thut
promote affordable home ownership in all of .
the communitics that we serve.” o ) : Lo

Standard Federal Bank has been awarded ‘

21 doble housing program grants by the
Federal Home Loan Bank of Indianapolis to-
taling over $1.3 million in subsidy and sup-
porting nearly $20 million total development
costy,

Working with o wide range of nonprofit
sponsors and government agencies in both In-
diunn and Michignn, Standurd Federal has
used these funds to create a total of 341 units
of affurdable housing to date.

Standard Federnl has ale received eight
Community Investment Progrom advances to-
taling over 382 million, These funds were used

Troy-based Standard Federal Bank was
among winners of the President's Community
Support Award granted by the Federal Home
Loan Bank of Indianapolis,

The award, presented to two Indiann nnd
wo Michi LBank he, 1)
is in recognition of efforts to meet needs of
individuals and communities they serve.

In every city, one true builder rises to the top.
il 50 i ble from their yuniti

that when you think of one name, the other

always follows. *

. Mary Fowlie, Standard Federal vice presi-
dent, accepted a plague in honor of the awnrd
from Martin L. Heger, president and CEO of
the Federal Home Loan Bank, As o part of the
award, the FHLBank will donute $500 to the

fi ization of Standard Federal

That's why West Bloomfield and The Herman
Franke] Organization have been synonymous
for over 35 years, Today thousands of lives in
our widely acelaimed city are being enhanced
every day by Herman Frankel’s award-winning .
style, customer service and lasting value,

Bank's choice,
Award winners are nominated by represents
atives of the communities in which they oper-

ate. {0 finance conventional mortgage Joans to low- Sce for yourself, Showcase model centers are
The Housing and Oy ity Devel and mod i families and for a varie- open daily from

Corp. and Lighthousc of Oakland County sub-  ty of othier community developient projects. Noon to 6 pm "Besman frankel

mitted nominations for Standord F "The Federal Home Loan, Bank of Indinnop- (Closed Thursdays). Rt

olis, which provides services to federally in-
sured depository institutions in Indiana and
Michigon, is one of 12 such banks across the
country. The FHLBanks are government.

| i ing over $165

Bank, recognizing the finnneinl insti
activities to improve the affordability of hous-
ing for low-incame families.

“We nre very honared to be a reci
this prestigious award," said Thoma
¢tty, Standard Federal chairman and presi-

Collector’s Edition Condominium Residences
Ensconced Behind A Charming Village
Gatehouse, The Design Mastery Is
Unmistakable. Priced
From The $180's.
Farmington Road, Just
Nortlt of 14 Mile Roadd.
Call: 851-3500

§
billion in total assets.

Custom-Quality Homes In A Prestige Location

% That Places Your Family Close To Every H
Imaginable Convenience, Single-Family Homes

From The Mid $300s.

Located 1 Mile West

of Orchard Lake Rd,

ot Pontiac Trail, Left

on Mirror Lake Drive

to Woodcliff,

Call: 683-3502

AMasosase<Frin ©
Divacash CONBOMNILA Henits
Nistn Auona O 40 Acriy

" o MWHOHIANI AND PARRY”

WOOD ]

phi d Detached Cond. Homes
Set Along Morris Lake And A Magnificent R
160-Acre Nature Preserve. Priced From The $330's.
Located 1 Mile West :

d These Beautifully

Yo, you can ill enjoy West

Woomfietd's thoranghly cosmapolitan - [AS Affordable New Homes, IsA ‘
lfestyle in an wnspoiled atmosphere of © 4 300 Acre B d - of Orcliard 114":[7";_“’;”
abiobite tranguility. -acre bac y on Mirror Lake Drive
TR to Woodcliff. 'QODCH

You'll never find a back-
yard quire like this . . .
with an 18-hule golf
course, buating, fishing,
swimming and miles of
nature trails 1o explore,
Plus Benvyek’s exclusive
adjacent Saddle Club and
cquestrian facilitics are
also at yaur door seep!

Call: 683-3502 On The Lake

At Home With Your Lifestyle.

Our imaginatively designed ranch, toft andd ewnstury
pans otfer a wealth of uxurics ioside al vut, For thow
oF you who take yaur style of living sly, we g
gest you make the move 10 the Lagoons. ot hurey, lar
st watk-out and wandeed sites visit wlay.

Priced fram $169,900

€ hildeen € an Wtk Neat Dunt 1 The New

Heawans |ibe Fletncmsy Sobomd I

uilt From Nature's Blueprinis T B

Mudels Open Noon-6 p.on. It

{Closed Thursday) i ]1 I
0

Irokers Welcome 681-5001
\FYTRH  An irvine-Jacobsan Commendy -

£177,400

[y
Kenungen Mgk

As in every long-lasting relationship, the bond
between The Herman Frankel Organization and
Waest Bloomficld grows stronger every day. Be |
among the first Lo preview Village Square, N
a new generation of family homes built on tradis;
tional values. Opening soon in West Bloomfield.:
MAIN OFFICE: 683-3500 :

Open Dudy
R

684-2600
BERWYCK ..

Anather Qisfintiive Comwnily by The bvine Group-

BUILDERS HOT LINE DIRECTORY

FOR THE LATEST NEW HOME AND CONDO CONSTRUCTION INFORMATION

““FiowTre 8632020 e, gl

for builders then the Hotline Number lisled below or follow the recorded instructions and browse through the listings,

g

Ty

OAKLAND COUNTY

DEVELOPMENT CcitYy PRICE BUILDER BUILDERS HOTLINE
THE VISTAS..atn enclare of eight dramalic cusiom hamesites olfeting com Maplo Farost Wixom $123,700 Bosco Bullding, Inc. 4511
manding panoramic sunset views of Orchand Lube. Trom (Re prisale gated Rolling Meadows Lako Orion $170,000 Pulto Homos 2512

entry 18 the opulent lamdscaping thal keavily sarcens the entire site from
both Long Loke and Orchani Luke Rwnts, three is o sense of wtiling for
this rare communily o come of ityr.

WAYNE COUNT

THE VISTAS is further enfutced by eiuhl individaad bl wells whick are
ateessed viie a private passogensay whick lies feneath Orchand Luke Road.

DEVELOPMENT oy PRICE ‘
THE VISTAS is an unetyeited epportunita or akefront homenemership. bis Country Club VIl = ] BUILDER BUILDERS HOTLINE
Iocation. gated security and ambiance offer w truly dilferent view of the worid oun) ub Viiage Northvillo From $190,000 Pulta Homes. 4513
for & limited few. Blovmlield Hills Schwols $600.008 to $625.000 B- 15962 Glangaery Village Canton From $180,000 Pulte Homes 4514

Call for further inforntation on this exciting new project]

HANNETT, INC. REALTORS
646-~6200




