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Transportation looms big in city/suburban forum

BY SANDRA ARMBRUSTER
STAFF WRITKR

Light rail systems from Detroit
to the suburba got a green light
from three of four representatives
from the region in what was the
most heated exchange of the eve-
ning at the first Intercongrega-
tional Forum at the Birmingham
‘Temple in Farmington Hills.

Algo  sponsoring the forum
Monday night, besides the Bir-
mingham Temple, were Temple
Shir Shalom of West Bloomficld
and Congregation Beth Shalom of
Oak Park.

Transportation seemed to be
one of the “very important is-
sues” Rabbi Sherwin Wine of the
Birminghom Temple was refer-
ring to when he spoke in his open-
ing addresn of a “new age” begin-
ning with Tuesday's Detroit may-
oral election.

*'Can the two (suburhs and city
of Detrolt) cooperate ta serve each
athers needs?” Wine quericd to a
L':llpncity crowd of about 400 pro-
ple.

Panelists Don Barden, a De-
troit businessman with communi-
cations and real estate holdings,
Maryann Mahalfey, 8 Detroit city
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Detroit city councilwoman

councilwoman, and Edward H.
McNamara, Wayne County exec-
utive, all said they supported a
light rail system during the ques-
tion and answer seasion that fol-
towed the panel discusslon.

Oukland County Executive L.
Brooks Patterson was the lone
diskenter, pointing to a new com-
puterized vehicular teaffic system
that he called exciting. The sys-
tem is now fully operational in
Troy, and he said is soon to he
introduced in Rochester, Auburn
Hills und Pontinc.

What about the poor?
Disagreeing with Patterson was
an sudience member, who shout-
ed out, “How do poor people ride
your system?”" Patterson and
Mahafley vied for the floor at that

point. Mahaffey, with arm extend-
ed and finger pointed in Patter-
son's direction charged he was in-
terrupting her, but Patterson said
he was interrupted by the audi-
ence member,

Patterson said the SMART
system was avatlable and that he
was “opposed to a gas tax to fund
the 2,600" ridership. Mahaff

the suburbs needed each other.
“There’s no connection (from
Detroit} with the suburban trans-
portation system,” said Mahaffey,
who withdrew as a mayoral candi-
date last May, “If (a Detroiter) fi-
nally gets a job, but finds it takes
two hours to get there and two
hours to get back, they have to de-
cide what to do with the kids."
Patterson agreed that there
should be cooperation, but “not at
the expense of Oakland County”.
He odded that he was particularly
opposed to any regional level au-
thority, especially for *controlled
growth.” However, Patterson said
there were areas where coopera-
tion could be useful, such as in
controlling solid waste, transpor-
tation, crime and roada.

picked up the debate, noting that
many people still rely on relatives
and neighbors for rides because of
problems with the system.

“Appointments have to - be
made in advance and you can't
count on it,” she said.

Mahaffcy carlier had brought
up the subject of transportation,
when the panel was asked by
Rabbi Dannel Schwartz from Shir
Shalom if the city of Detroit and

In the
McNamara chaostised Patterson
for his endorsement and fund-
raising party for Detroit mayoral
candidate Sharon McPhail.

‘Questionable taste’

“The program was in question-
able taste,” McNamara said. “It
wasn't funny to the people in De-
troit. You may say that Is their
shortcoming, but. . ."

McNamara added that if he
were mayor of Detroit, he would
work to provide better baslc ser-
vices, such ns garbage pick up,
street cleaning and clesring
burned out buildings.

But it was businessman Bar.
den who drew the loudest ap-
plause of the evening when he de.
seribed what he would do if he
were elected mayor, a position he
“thought about for a while, but
the timing wasn't right”, Barden,
however, didn't rule out a future
try for public office.

I elected, he would “call the
people together — my African-
American brothers and sisters —
and tell them permissiveness ia
out. It's over with. Accountability
and responsibility are in”.

He said that people have to re-
alize that their “plight is not nec-
cssarily some other person’s fault.
We have to recognize and imple.
ment a new tone, a new spirit of
education, dedication ... and
not expect inftant wealth and
gratification".

Barden said he would call o
“peace summit between neigh-
bors” first and then meet with
those “outside our own city to
start to work together to resolve

oy

disputes”,

Barden sald the city would no-
longer be a “sales marketing todl.
for any medie, or be the laughing
stock of the region. We'll demoxi-,,
strate that stercotypes are Inaccu®!, *
rate.” W

On other issues, the panclista
agreed that crime, or the fear of
perceived crime is @ big fssue. An.”
other is the uncontrolled use of*
drugs, although there was disa-?
grecment over how to deal wit]
both issues. S

Patterson suggests “locking up.
repeat criminals and throwingi
away the key”, and he opposes le- ;
galization of drugs. Mahaffey says
she hasn't discarded legalization -,
of drugs, noting that prohibition.,
didn't work. Instead she looks to
more education and treatment for,
control, "

Mahaffey met with favor from’
at least one audience member,’
Anna Cook of Southfield, who*
knew her before she went inta pal.,
itics. “She's intelligent, capable
and caring — with atl caps (capl-*
tal letters)”, she said. "
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«J & D Distributing 1-800-828-4688
« Thermo-Fire Distributing 1.800-878.7400
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For a gas log dealer near you, check the yellow pages under Fireplace Equipment or call: H
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Spend Your Day at
"An Art Array”

Join us for a five day arts
and crafts extravaganza...

WEeDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20TH
THROUGH

Live demonstrations will take place at Center Court dally fecturing
basket weaving, water color painting. floral arranging and morel
Oackiand Mall. What shopping should be.

OAKLAND MALL

14 MILE & I-75
Hudsons, JCPennay, Sears and over 130 groot stoxes ond services « Hours: Mon.Sot. Vamfpm;Sun. lam.-6 pm. *
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The sign of excellence
©199) Omega®a cvwon of BTN AUS) inc.

578 Nosth Woodward « Bem

REENSTONE

nagham. 81« 4 Blocks
Wonday - Saturday. 9.30 - 5 30

ALLEN-EDMONDS FACTORY SHOWIN
ALLEN-EDMONDS

Stop by and
take advantage of
this opportunity to get

$25% OFF

on the purchase of any

Allen-Edmonds

Guaranteed to make a deep impression

Omega Seamaser 120 m
18K gold and stainless atee)
men’s automatic chronomerer with date.

Vit UF Frea [rasiy Sy 19223
orih of Mapfe «

SPECIAL
FRIDAY & SATURDAY
ONLY

Allen-Edmonds
*Sanford”

Seratch-resistant sapphire crystal.
Screw.dowa crown.
Waterptoof 10 120 m/439 k.
Swiss made vince 1840,
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51 90
shoes in stock or 79
i special ordered Reg. $230
| Jeft Fannin, trom Allen-Edmonds factory Available
will be in our store FRIDAY, October 25th In Stock:
and SATURDAY, October 30th to assist you BLACK. OAK
with fitling selection and purchase of your !
choice from 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Available
. To Order:
We believe that BURGUNDY,
When You Buy The Best, o
It is very important that you —
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SLEVE TETIX
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31455 Southfield Rd., Beverly Hills
between 13 and 14 Mile Roads
645-5560

HOURS: Daily 9-6, Thurs. 9.9, Sat, 9-5:3|
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