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Senators split over school finance reform plan |

By ’l‘m mannD
Brary Wi
i "Chuus rc!gna.

¢ In two words, a school lobbyist
summed up four months of work
on 30 schoo! reform bills by 148
legislators, scores of staff, the gov-
ernor and the top brags of the
Treasury Department.

The lobbylst asked to remain
anonymous go he wouldn't frritate
tawmakers, But few of them
would disagree. After repeallng
$6.7 billion in scheol property
taxes in two days in July, the Leg-
{mlature has neither put together n
packoge of replacemont taxes nor
agreed on how to Improve public
education.

Take the Senate special com-
mittee on school finance, which

Inst week almost broke down as
its cight members split in three
directions,

® Three Republicans — chair
Joanne Emmons of Big Raplds,
Harry Gast of St. Joseph and
Robert Geake of Northville —
were ready to vote on one of Gov.
John Engler's proposals, a 16-mill
statewide business property tax.

M Two Republicans — David
Honigman of West Bloomfield
and Doug Car) of Utica — offered
different plans on state spending
cuts and replacement taxes.

M Three Democrats — John Kel-
1y of Grosse Pointe, Joe Conroy of
Flint and Virgil Smith of Detroit
— wouldn’t vote fur any tax in-

posals such as charter schools.

Honigman plan

“The Democrats claim Lhey
won't vote for anything unless the
other committee changes on the
quality bills,” sald Honigman late
‘Thureday. “Kelly promised he'd
vote on a tax bill but rencged.
Kelly wouldn't e¢ven vote for his
own tax bill,

“Daug Carl docan’t want to vote
for a (state) tax increase unless
the governor mokes budget cuts
by exccutive order. We (legisla-
tors) have no power to make the
governor do that.,”

Honigman pushed
plnn‘ $1 billion in state general

creases until backed
off some of the school reform pro-

cuts, half going to
hclp “at-risk" pumlu, the other

Body language is seminar topic

Experts estimate that 70 per.
cent of mmmunlcntion is non-
verbal, Thot's why “aigns" or
“gignals" can help or hinder a re-
lationship.

The Oakland University Con-
tinuum Center will offer a pro.

* grom that explores the Issues with
“Body Langusge: Whnc ] 'l‘hu
M " 7.8:30 p.m.

Nov. 17, on campus.

Communications Specialist
Rabierta “Jeff™ Dailey will exam-
ine non-verbal messages, both de-
liberate and uncanacious. Partici-
pants will discover how to inter-
pret body language, check it out,
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Save
a bundle

For the price of a stamp, you
can get the latest edition of the
federal government's free
Consumer Information
Catalog listing more than 200
free or low-cost government
publications on topics such as
federal benefits, jobs, health,
housing, education, cars, and
much more. Our booklets will
help you save money, make
_|-money, and spend it a little
more wisely.

So stamp out ignorance, and
write today for the latest free
.Catalog. Send your name and
addressto:

Cnnsmnu Infonmation Center
entSB
Pueblo, Colorado 81009

A public service of this publication
and the Consumer Information
Center of the US, General Services
. Administation.

N

and avoid making snap judg-
ments and decisfons, They will
become more conscious of the
messages sent and clues rece cejved
about and

gram 20013CC by Nov. 15; call
370.3033. Outside Oakland Coun-
ty Call 1-800-370-3042, The Con-
tinuum Center is part of Oakland

Unlversity'’s Division of Continu-

needs of others.,
The fee is $39; MasterCord/
VISA accepted. Register for Pro-

ing Education and snecmllzea in
enrl

uml mafeusionul development.

his own.

hnlf golng back to taxpayers; o
freezo on

apendlnx at 1993-94 levels except

for education; and half of all

growth in state tax revenues going

into education.

road,

A House plan to give moro
school districts local tax opportu-
nities pleased suburban districts,
Engler wants to give ?nly|35 top-

T Tiatel 1

“I think this i has
come to the cnd of its pmduclivx-
ty,” soid Emmons, who hea En-
gler’s old mid-state Scnate seat.

“1 don't know why I told (ma-
jority leader Dick) Posthumua l'd
serve on this [riggin' committee,”,
said Gast.

“Qur party is undergoing an
jdentity crisls, I would llka to
focus more on budget cuts,” said
Carl, one of the Senate's mosat.
conservative members,

Middle ground

The House Education Commit-
tee, on the other hand, was mov-
ing toward compmmlso The two
Bills who co-chair the panel —
Democrat Keith of Gardea City
and Republican Bryant of Grosse
Pointe — dumped Engler’s “char-
ter schools™ idea in favor of a less
radical “academy" system.

Result: Conservative Republi-
cans and labor-oriented Demo-
crats jumped off the wagon as it
headed down the middle of the

taxes, he wanta to get
administrators and school boards
out of the millage campaign busi-
ness,

Suburban school people also
are concerned about cuts in state
aid for adult education. Currently
state aid for adult ed is $285 mil-
lion a year, but there is a move to
cut it entlrely. A Senate bill puts
adulteed aid at $160 million —
“better than nothing," said the
anonymous lobbyist.

At Schoa!-:mﬂ College in Livo-

Engler’s “overwhelming concem
is how cheaply we can educate
children, not how well.” Maddox:
sald the best thing Englcr and
lawmakers con do is “mandate 4.,
high-quality core curriculum for
overy child,” fully funded by Lhn
state and implemented by “site:
hased declsion.! mnldng lnvnlvm;,
teachers and parents.”

If o charter-schools law were
passed, the state or a school dls-
trict could charter a group of

ora
— but not a church affiliated
group — to set up 2 specialized
nchool in a union-free environ-
ment with many state regulations
removed,

The teachers® unions de-

! Engler's | to

nia last week, L
PPA leaders rallled in support of
public schools and against En-
gler's charter and voucher plans,

John Elllatt, president of the
Detroit .chcmtlon of Teachers,
called charter schools *'a manage.
rial gimmick” that will “divert
public tax dollars to private inter-
esta,” Elliott said charter achools
“will have no impact on stu-
dents,”

union and”

“privatize” non-teaching func-
tions such as transportation. En-
gler seces “competition” from
business as leading to lower costs,

MEA's Maddox sces “an out-
gide company buying school
buses for 10 cents on the dollar,
hlring back the laid-off llrlvem at

wage and no

and putting up with a high turn.
over of empluycen thnt 15 bath

Julius Maddox, Michigan Edu-
cation Association president, said

2 to pupils
—and sllll mnkmg a profit.
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