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‘Steel Magnolias’ beauty of a show

Capturing all
of the Dbit-
tersweet emo-
tlons of “Steal
Magnolias,” the
. current St. Dun-
stan  Theatre
Guild production
{8 extraordinarily
BARBARA Well-acted and
MICHALS directed.
———  Robert Harl-
mgu comcdy~¢lrnmn mkes place

“STEEL MAGNOLIAS"”
Theater: St. Dunstan’s Guild
of Cranbrook, 400 Lone Pine
Road, two miles west of Wood-
ward, Bloomficld Hilla,

n timo: 8 p.m. Friday
and Saturday, Nov, 5-6
Tickots: $10 general, $8 stu-
dents and senfors, call 644.
0527.

owner of lh? shop, is a buoyant

of good cheer and

bunuty
sl\o p.  The
“rcgulnra visit for more thnn Just
a new hairdo; they share their joys
and sorrows, and offer each other
support.

Under the dircction of Edgar A,
Guest, each of the six-woman cast
gives a strong characterization,
The actresses also do a remarka-
bly consistent job with their
Southern accents. Comic timing
and overall pacing are very good
throughout,

Truvy (Lizabeth Brooks), the

wisdom. Her motto is
— “there’s no such thing as natu-
ral Leauty” With her ehildren
grown, and her spouse a con-
firmed couch potato, Tritvy assu-
ages her loncliness by “adopting”
her new employec Annclle (Julie
Yolles).

‘The shy and awkward Annelle
iz in emotional turmotl, not sure

if she is even legally married to,

the man who has just deserted
her, With Truvy's encouragement,

| REVIEW

Annclle gaine poise ond sheds her
ugly duckling image.

Nancy Brassert gives & power-
ful performanco as M’Lynn, the
magnolis whose steol {a most sc-
verely tested. Married to an ec-
centric who terrifies the neighbor-
hood and the mother of a head-
strong daughter with diabetes,
M'Lynn maintains her cheerful
facade even when she is worried
SICK.

As Shelby, M'Lynn's willfu)
daughter, Laura Jerrell is con.
vincing and Jikeable. An irrepres.
sible optimist, Shelby insists on
taking risks with her dellcate
health because she'd “rather have

the many social obligations she

enjoyed. On a suggestion from

Shelby, she seizes an opportunity

to biegin a new career and give her

life purpose again. Garrison

shnws a smaolhrcomlc l'lnlr in her
s

Marquee

from page 2C

‘The recital' is followed by a
reception in the Oak m
where patrons meet the artist.
For ticket information, call

61-2436.
J Karamedjian  of

re-
marks,

Fran Hayes is absoluw perfec.
tion as Oulser, the local curmud.
geon, Her superb facial expres.
slons, timing and sardonic deliv-
ery add bito to the comedy.

Bill Evorson's realistic sot
works well, and under the tu-
telage of hair consultant Josh
Dawson the ladies' hair really
does got washed and set on stage,

‘The women of "“Steel Magnoll-
as” apeculate on what mon must
think goes on in a beauty shop.
The anawer {8 a lot of bonding,

derle, and shoring up of

a half-hour of detful than a
lifetime of nothing special.”

Clairee (Sally Garrison), widow
of the late mayor, rnda herself
adrift, her life borren of

flogging spirits.

Barbara Michals is an invet-
erate playgoer who regularly
ca.'c{rce up on all the New York

CLASSICS

1! classical
muslc concerts, Send items to be
considered for publication to: Keely
Wygonik, Entertalnment editor, the

BENEFITS

B PIANIST
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Observer &
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150,
Our fax number is 591-7279.

COLLEGE
W GAKLAND UKIVERSITY

Concert band performs 8 p.m, Fri-
day, Nov. 5 in Varner Recital
Hall. Call 370-3013.

B SCROOLCRAFY COLLEGE

Music Club presents mezzo
soprance Lauren Wagner, noon to
1 p.m. Wendesday, Nov. 10 in the
Forum Building Recital Hall, F-
530. The concert is free an open to
the public. Verdi Opea Theatre
Night, 8 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 20 in
the liberal arts theater on cam-
pus, 18600 Haggerty, Livonia.
Show tunes, light opera, wine and
cheese afterglow. Tickets $25 per
person, coll 462-4417.
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sents planist Laura Spitzerina
benefit concert for the prevention
of drug and alcohol abuse, 7 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 14 at The Somerset
Collection Rotunda, Big Beaver
at Coolidge, Troy. Admission in-
cludes afterglow of international
coffecs and desserts, Tickets $20
per person, patron tickets $50 per
person. Call 740-0431.

RECITALS

B DETROIY MUSICIANS LEAGUE

Adult recital 2:30 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 14 at Hammell's Stelnway
Hall, 16630 Middlebelt, Livonia.
Twelve planists and one slnger
will participate. There is no ad-
mission charge. Pianist Dady
Mehta will present a master clags
10 a.m. Monday, Nov. 22 et Evela
Music in Bloomfield Hills. Call
689-3459.

COMMUNITY

N BBSO
Birmingham-Bloomfield Sym-
phony, “Inside the BBSO" 7:30
p.m, Sunday, Nov, 14 at Temple
Beth E, 14 Mile at Telegraph,
Birmingham. Call 645-BBSO for
tickets.

B RACKHAM SYMPHONY CHOIR
Joonnes Brahms' "A German Re-
quiem” will be presented by the
85-voice Rackham Symphony
Choir directed by G. Kevin Dewey
of Farmington Hills, 2 p.m. Sun-
day, Nov. 7 in the Cathedral of
the Blessed Sncrament, 9844
Woodward, Detroit. Tickets $10,
call 885-8692.

& PLYMOUYH SYMPHONY

“An Orchestra Safori” 3 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 14 at Novi High
School. Call 451-2112 for tickets,

sented by the 46.voice parish
cholr 5 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 7 at the
church on the comner of Cranbreok
and Lone Pine roads in Bloom-
field Hills. The public is welcome.
Call 644-5210 for Information.

& VIVACE

Mezzo soprano Irina Lekhtman at
Birmingham Temple, 28611 West
12 Mile Road, Farmington Hills,
7:30 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 14, Pia-
nist Zina Astrakahn will accom-
pany her. Call 647-4632 or 544~

W CONCERTS IN THE QARDEN
Ervin Monroe and Patty Maari-
Fletcher of the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra who recently recorded
“After o Dream," featuring mclo.
dies from opera and ballet per-
form in Southfield’s Concerts in
the Gnrdvn Scdca. Spnduy. Nov.

SERIES

B CHRIST CHURCH CRANBROOK

Evengong for All Snints to be pre.

14. C: served
10:30 a.m. followed by cancert at
11 a.m. at the Prudentiol Town
Center, 2000 building, Call 354.
4717 for tickets,

Birmingham Muswale hosts dinner theater

The Birmingh
sponsoring e dinner theater pu-
formance of “Once Upon a Ma-
tress” 6 p.m. Snturday, Nov. 13,
at the Lutheran Church of the
Redeemer, 1800 W. Maple, Bir-

'I‘lckuu $25 per person, in-
cludes dinner and theater; patron
tickets $40. All proceeds go to the
support of the scholarship fund,
Call 548-6340 for information,

This musical comedic spoof of
the fairy tale, “The Princess and
the Pea” will be performed by the
Wing & A Prayer Playera directed
by Pam Dundas and music by
Joan Bowes.

Orchard Lake and other mem-
bers of the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra  Hall Volunteor
Councll are busy planning a
Gala Benefit featuring workd-
renowned soprano Dame Kird
‘Te Kanawa on Thursday, Nov.
18. Tickets for the gala range
in price from $350 for benefac-
tors to $150 far denors, Concert
tickets are $60 for main floor or
$100 for box seating. Call 962.
1000 to make reservations,

The evening will begin ot 6
pam. with dinner at the Whit.
ney. After dinner guests will be

transported to Orchestra Hall

for the concert. At 8 p.m,, the
DSO will perform with legend.
ary artist Dame Kirl Te Ka.
nawa, New Zealand born,
internationally-scclaimed star
of the operatic world, as a so-
loist. This will be her only per- |
formance in Detrolt.

After the concert, transpor-
tation will be provided to a lav-
ish afterglow at the Whitnoy
whore Dame Kiri will be pres
ent,

Kecly Wygonik i3 editor of *
the Taste end Entertainment | .
sections of the Observer & Ec- -
centric Newspapers. She wel-
comes your calls and come .
ments, 953-2105, fux 691-7279,
or write: Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers Inc, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia, M1 48160,

Fine showmanship in
‘Annie Get Your Gun’

Songs as good
as “There’s No
Business Like
Show Business,”
“Falling in Love
is  Wonderful,”
“The Girl that |
Marry,"” and
“Anything  You
Can Do I Can Do
Better” takeon a
life of their own
outaide the musical that gave
them birth, And any musical that
spawned so many wonderful
songs deserves a rovival. The
Bloomfield Players’ revival of
“Annie Get Your Gun” is feisty
and fine, filled with Irving Ber-
lin's marvelous music and the su-
perb singing of leads Judy Zorn
and Paul Beck,

Besides the fine music, the
Bloomfield Players under the di-
rection of R. Dean Acheson, fill
the Lahser High School stage
with all the spectacle of cowboys
in buckekins, Indians dancing,
and shooting contests, When the
Bloomficld Ployers say they have
real live Indinns, it's not Wild
West Slmw hypc ’l‘hcy renlly do

CATHIE
BREIDENBACH

“ANNIE GET YOUR GUN"
Theater: Bloomfield Players at
the Lohser High School theater,
3466 Lahser Road, Bloomficld
Hills. .
Curtain time: 8 p.m. Fndny
and Saturday, Nov, 5.6; 2 pm;
Sunday, Nov. 7,

Tickots: Adults $8, students| -
und seniors age 60 and older, $7.
Call 433-0885.

sharpshooter who likes his wom-
en to wear pink satin and have
soft submissive personalitics to
match their ladylike clothes. An-
nie doesn't meet bis specifica-
tions for o wifc; she's a strong, ope
Inionated, modern woman and
what wounds Frank's ego most
ahe's a better shot than he is.

Paul Beck ploys a fine Frank
Butler, who may have been a hero
in the old West, but doesn't qual-
ify as a 1990s hero because he
can’t accept a woman as his
cqual, And Annie also loses
points as role mode) for the 19903
beeause she stoops to hiding her
talents to win her man, Annie and -
Frank arg backed by en encrgetic

have Reg
Winnuhngo Indian dnnch and his
company. One very tiny American
Indion girl steals the limelight
from the grownups deapite thelr
full feathered regalia.

Annie of the title is, of course,
the legendary Annie Oakley, n
sharpshooter  from Ohio who
joined Buffalo Bill Cody's Wild
Went Show and became an inter-
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& CIDER MILL
Large Varlety of Apples
Cider, Donuts, Jellies,
and other orchard store items,
10-6 Sat, & Sun, Only

9252 Cutrc « ibctween 7 & & Mife Rds.
4 \ules W. o Bech A & Mnbury State Rarki
349-5569

9531 HIGHLAND RD.
{M:59)
3% Miles
Westof
Ponlisc
Aport

SATURDAY

SOoupP

-COMING DECEMBER 2, 3, & 4

FOR RESERVATIONS 698-2414
P S COUPON i 55 o 1 e
1 campllmnnmry Grand Opening Passes

ALES

8 FREE TICKETS
coucswou | TO COME EXPERIENCE OUR NEW CLUB o
W.I.I‘ poroon s By 151490 OAE
S WA l-- [Ty 1)

Sasha Burshstein, piano
David Wilson, piano

The Lyric Chamber Ensemble
presents
“SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN”
at the Gem Theatre

A brunch concert of music
from the movies

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1993
Light brunch at 10:45 a.m. Concert at 11:15 a.m.

CALL 357-1111 FOR TICKETS NOW!
(Visa & Mastercard accepted)

Songs from Foctor Zhivago, Singing in the Rain, Casablanca,
Shall We Dance, The Wizard of Oz, Top Hat, Aladdin and morc!

Valerie Yova, soprano
David Troiano, tenor

Bnumeum.

CELEBRATION!
November 1993

Come celebrate the
100th Anniversary of
Edsel Ford’s Birihday with us! 9
0 Enjoy...
¢ FREE Tours of Ford House &
Birthday Caks, Nov, 5-7
4 A Pictosial Dispisy on Edsel Ford
4 An Exhibition: *Ford Toys:
Cars, Trucks, Planes, and Tractors,*
Nov. 3-Jan. 2, 1994
*A Lcclum, “Edsel Ford: The Geallo
Thurs., Nov. 11, 1993
4 And much more...

EDSEL & ELEANOR FORD HOUSE
1100 Lake Shore Rosd, Grosse Polote Shores
Space b Lisited
CALL 884-4222

PiNHIN

| star because she could
trick shoot and knock off clay pi-
geons better than any man she
challenged.

Judy Zorn plays Annie as tough
and spunky with a tender heart.
Zorn can belt out a song like *You
Can’t Get a Man with a Gun” but
can algo sing a lyric duet like
“Falling in Love" in a pure and
melting soprano.

After one took into his hand.
some blue cyes, Annte falls in love
with Frank Butler, the famous

cast of over fifty led
by young players Luke W, Capiz-
zo0 a8 Little Jake, Elizabeth Haw-
ley aa Nellie, Allison
Brown as Jessie, and Alyssa

Schefman ot Minnie. W, Gerald
McCray plays a robust Bill Cody,
Donna Kussad, a meddlesome
Dolly Tate, Gary Quick, a believ-
able Pawnee Bill, Alan C. Jablin
is Charlie Davenport, and Mark
Bello is Chief Sitting Bull,

side from a few city slicker
cowboys whose whips won't crack
and look more like lethargic rib-
hons than rawhide, the Bloom-
field Players’ “Annie Get Your
Gun” presents the story of a he.
roine of the old West with encrgy
and fine showmanship.

Cathie Breidenbach of Weat
Bloomfield teaches college writing
classes and works as a freelance
writer.

Authentic
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Fiom
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b T:yumummumm @ o 1 ot everything swoel, sour, hot and spicy.
h femon shiimp soup 10 poanut chicken. Your senses wil be Beighled

Hugo Lunch Butfet 5695

Southfleld Road beleon 12 and 13 Milo Roads
Southfleld Commons S69-1400
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