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Suburban Stars highlights promotions, transfers,
hirings and other key personnel moves within the
suburban business community, Send a brief bia-
graphical summary — including the towns of resi-
dency and i a black-and-whit

Lawrence Tech offers an in-
novative program In architec-
tural illustration. Graduates
will be able to merge art skills
with computer technology.

rehitecture links

finie arts, high tech
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Eli V. Bergor of Birming-
ham was instatled as president
of the Great Lakes Association
of Orthodontists, part of the
American Association of
Orthodontists, He Is an assist-
ant professor in the Depart-
ment of Osthodontics at the
University of Michigan,

. William J. Austin of Livo.
nig, Michigan Credit Union
League chajrman, was clected
to the Credit Union National
Association’s nine-member ex-
ccutive committee, He's chief
executive officer of Livonia
Community Credit Union.

Jill E. Woodward of Bir-
mingham has been named
public relations director for
Detroit Symphony Orchestra
Hall. She comes (rom Olympia
Arenns Inc., where she direet-
ed, afl national, corporate and
event PR activities,

Marla Falck, store manager
of Tiffany & Co. ot The Som-
erset Collection in Troy, has
earned the diamonds certifi-
cate of the Gemological Insti-
tute of America. Falck, a Troy
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and
photo, if desired — to: Suburban Stars, Building &
Busil E ic Ne 36251

er &
Schooleraft, Livonia 48160. Our fax ntimber is 313-

BY MARY RODRIGUE
STAr? WRITER

Combining tech.
* nology with fino

arts, Lawrence
Technological Uni-
vorsity I8 offering

.. architecturoe stu.
P dents a majorinile
lustration in a first of Its kind in the
natlon degreo program,

. “This College of Architecture is
uniquo in ita ability to attract facul-
ty with strong graphics back-
grounds,” said Harold Linton, pra.
fessor and assiatant dean of Law-
rence Tech’s College of Architecture
and Design.

" “Lawrence Tech has a strong
group of registered architects who
are practicing illustrators and archi-
tects who can draw, This program
has growni naturally out of the tal- |
_cnitg of the faculty.” :

Linton, who Jives in Farmington
Hills and has been on the faculty of
tho Southfield campus for 20 years,
concelved the program with input
from some of the nation’s top archi-
tectural iltustratora,

.. Converging on campus in spring .
1992 were Sydnoy Mead, o Los An-
geles entortainment industry mogul;
Paul Stevenson Oles, co-founder of
the American Society of Architec.
ture Perspectivista (ASAP); Wil-
1iam Mitcholl, dean of the Collego of
Architocture, Massachuseits Insti-
tute of Technology; Frank Costanti-
no, former ASAP preaident from

Boston; Richard Rochon, a local
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Learning tool: Lawrencé Tech Professor Harold Linton points to an architectural illustration
of the King Fahd Terminal in Saudi Arabia, produced by Kenneth Divito, a LTU faculty
member and an architectural illustrator.

{llustrator with a nationnl reputa-
tion; Bob Ferler, professor of archi-
tecture and iltustration at the Unl-
versity of Texas; Harvoy Fervero, a
cutting-edge local designer and
llustrator with a national reputa-
tion; and Dick Howard, a major
illustrator with Howard and Assaci-
ates of Toledo,

I presented our plan,” said Lin-
ton, himeelf a fine arts gradunte
from Syracuse University. “It was

reviewed and lead to coordination of
technlcal skills and artlstry min-
gling together carly in the students’
years.”

Natlonal surveys of large and
small architectural firms, public
agencies and related industries were
conducted to gauge the melding of
technology and art.

“The field of illustzation n archi.
tecture has grown with the leapa
made each year in computer print- -

ing, ablity and speed,” Linton safd.
“I think architecture has a big role
in helping the public understund
the environment.

“The students having a very
strong background in both desim
and illustratlon is an advantage too.
When industry sags, they con be
visualization specialists, They can
switch gears in the field.”

Sco ARCHITECTURE, SF

Pacesetter:
- - Alexd.
Violassi, Vir-
tual Services
president,
has helped
guide the
computer
services firm
to a place
among the
nation’s fast-
est-growing,
privately
owned com-
panies.

JIM RIBER/STAYY PHOTOGRAPHER

Virtual Services helps
suppliers computerize

By DouG FUNKE
STAFF WITER

Virtunl Services, headquartered in Roches.
ter Hills, supplies computer add-ons for auto-
motive suppliers.

The company, started in 1984, reported rev-
enues last year of $6 million compared to $3
million in 1991, With that performance, Vir-
tual Services ranked in the top 500 — 378th,
to be exact — in Inc. Mogazine's annual list.
.ing of America's fasteat growing private com-
‘panies,

: Alex J, Violassi has been president of Virtu.
‘al Services since 1987, The company now cm-
ploys 65 and anticipates doubling revenue
‘again this year to $12 million.
Virtual Services {3 part of an umbtella
- group that also includes Virtual Technology,
:Virtual Leasing, Virtual Soft and Virtual Cir-
_cuits. Virtual Technology cracked the Inc, 600
:in 1988,
i Violussi declined to discuss profit numbers,
‘but did eddress several other issues during a
‘recent interview. Following are edited ex-
cerpta,

What oxactly does Virtual Services pro~

duce?

We do CAD/CAM intcgration and support
‘to auto supplicra, Wo support cquipment,
- ooft . 6 do the inatallati

and education. We put the package together
and scll it as one. .

We provide o packago of scrvices. There are
_ many spokes in a wheel, Only one ia hardware.
* We supply the glus that puts it all togother.

Thore's a thousand auto suppliers in south-

onst h WB hab!; do' i with

‘Wo hear abaut sutomotlve suppliers get-
ting squeozod by manufacturers to cut
their costs. How exponsive nre your sys-
tems and can suppliers really nfford your
sorvices?

They have to, It's mandated. To quota a job,
you almost have to have a (computed-aided
deaign) system to read n tape to find out what
apart looka like.

Auto companies aro trylng to shorten the
time from conceptual design to a car rolling
off the line and the way to do that is standard-
izo everybody on a common system.

Four CAD/CAM terminala threo years ago
was a hslf-million-dollar investment. Today,
you can buy all four for under $100,000.
You've had edvancement in computer tech-
nology which haa spurred competitive pricing.
Now, peoplo who couldn't afford it can.

So how do you stand out from your com-
potitora?

Our biggeat asset, biggest marketing tool —
and you hear that all the time but I meon it —
Ia our people, We're In a service business, We
have a talented group of engineering people.
‘We hovo our reputation and that's it.

700 on an ongolng basis.
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$164,900’s to the $274,900

PARKSTONE MANOR
. FT. HOMES ON LARGE LOTS

On the cast lidé!ilﬁr:xyi%‘gl&uf South Bhvd.
STONEHAVEN
Located in Prestigious "West
On the south side gf‘\*\'gl?g%dggt of Crooks Road.
HERITAGE PARK
GRAND CIDSE‘OI{I‘ Only3 Left
South of \\!gl}ilsa:niéhg:atg of John R.

KNOLLS OF FOREST CREEK
BEAUTIFUL WOODED LOTS
. Fed Like You Are Living In Nocthern Michigan
i S,

On the east side of Coolidge, south of South Blvd.
645-8668
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