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POINTS OF VIEW

Strangers tell of beatings (and: making peace)

trangers in cmergency rooms

don't usually talk much,

They've got private worries. So, I
listened to the girl next to me when she
blurted out she was waiting to see if-

her baby was all right after getting beat |

r boyfriend.
v 1told her she didn't
@%] have to put up with
! that and to report it to
police and then find a
shelter where the brute
couldn't find her. -
We talked off and on
from 8 p.m. to nearly
midnight and, when I
departed, she still
didn't get it that she
shouldn’t have gotten
beaten.
. It was ono of those
frustrating situations
that social workers face everyday, but
office workers like myself rarely sce.
Her story went like this, She wasa
couple of months pregnant and living
with friends, No, she couldn’t go back
to her parents, They were moving, as
though that was a reason they couldn't

up by he:

elp.

She had walked to a coffee shop and
was eating when her boyfriend showed
up in a rage. Ho supposedly had seen
her with some guy in a Mustang.

“He hit me three times,” she said,
and then added: “But I did kick his car
a couple of times.”

I pointed out that kicking a car is
different from punching a pregnant
woman in the stomach. Again there
was no glimmer of understanding in
hereyes, © -

After being knocked around, the girl,
who didn't look to be much older than

. 18, called friends who took her to the
hospital. There she eat, alono, with a
possibly damaged baby in hor stomach
and talking to a atranger, looking for
Some anewers.

During her stay in the emergency
room, she gave me updates on the tests
she was getting, Eventually, she came
back crying. “Either the baby has some
damage or I'll have a mi iage.”

W pointed out that kicking
a car Is different from
punching a pregnant wom-
an in the stomach. Agaln
there was no glimmer of
understanding In her eyes.

charged with assoult herself.

She was still waiting for hor friends
to show up as 1left the place with my
son, who had been injured playing foot-
ball. Just a sprained ankle,

She was sitting on the flooz near the
door, and with her high school lotter
jacket on, ahe looked like a cheerleader
‘waiting for her mom and dad to pick
her up. It's too bad her parents were no
where to be found.

“You're fricnds haven't showed up,
ch?” 1 asked.

“No.”

1 tried one more time. “Why don't
you go to the police? They'll arrest him
and you won't have to get in trouble
yourself.”

Her oyes were blank, Yes, she would
think about it. No, I'll never know
what happened after that or under-
stand why people put up with that
kind &f treatment.

Asl walked away, I wished she wasa

1 told her to go to the polico and

press charges, Again, there was no un-
- derstanding in her eyes.

“I'm going to call my fricnds and
we're going to go over and beat him
up,” she said. .

And again, there was nothing in her
eyes when 1 told her she could then be

Make education a process
to help your child develop

waiting for her parents and
leoking sad after her team lost a foot-
ball game. But the reality was that
there was a serious loss and her par-
ents were no where to be found.

Jeff Counts is the editor of the Plym-
outh ond Canton Observer Newspapers.
He can be reached at 459-2700.
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Incidents of abuse aren't usually seen publuﬁy, nor are they commonk: acignawler:’&'ed if suspect- '
¢ bserver & Eccentric editors foun. :
abuse is only one battle; winning the war comes in terms of, gettmbg

abuse unacceptable, and in gettmg help for the abusers and the a
0. N

recent incidents difficu 1
Hu‘z‘pubhc involved in making
used,

llli

t to ignore, Acknowledging

Today we take a look at the 2

problem and what you can
here's a guy I'd like to meet in
Birmingham. He drives a late
model, burgundy station wagon.
I've only scen him once; it was last
week as I walked from our offices on
Maple across Poppleton to the grocery
store for a salad,

‘What caught my eye about this guy,
and the boy seated next to him in the
front seat, was the beating the two were
giving each other, The boy was about
10; the man old enough to be his father.

I don't know who started it, but the
man's size was apparently no reflection
of his capacity for common sense.

As I walked in front of the car, I tried
to catch his eye, hoping to embarrass
him enough so that he would come to
his senses and stop. It was the least [
could do for the pretty girl with the
long, dork hair who, while sitting in the
back seat, tried to separate the two of
them. :

‘There probably isn't much a girl of
about 15 could do in such a situation,
and I, too, felt helpless. Turning one
last time toward the car, I could hear
the boy's asl d the car

SANDRA ARMBRUSTER -

M As | walked In front of the
car, | trled to catch his eye,
hoping to embarrass him
enough so that he would
come to his senses and
stop. It was the least |
could do for the nretty girl
with the long, dark halr
who, while sitting In the
back seat, trled to sepa-
rate the two of them.

turn left on to castbound Maple.

Seeing incidents of abuse is ¢ lot dil-
ferent that just reading statistics, as
my colleague, Jeff Counts, attests to in
the column at left. Nevertheless, rend-
ing the statistics tells one that these
incidents witnessed by Jeff and myself
aren't isolated ones,

Last year there were 50,125 cases of
abuse/and or neglect reported state-
wide. A case can involve more than one
child. And carlier this year, Sandra
Murphy, executive director of the Child
Abuse Prevention Council of Out-
Wayne County told me: “The rule of
thumb is that for every report of abuse,
there arc two that go unreported”.

Reaction to my story from those who
have heard it have ranged from “don’t
get involved" to “Why didn’t you call

the police?” Truth is, I never even
thought of calling the police. And I
guess that I lacked the courage to
knock on the guy's car door window.

Calling the police would have been
the correct response, according to Bir-
mingham’s Cmdr, Richard Dimmock.

. “What we would have done was an
investigation on the spot,” Dimmock
said, If the assailant were gone, police
would have used a license plate num-

_ber to locate him. Also helpful, accord-
ing to Dimmock, would have been a de-
scription of the person, including char-
acteristics and clothing.

“One of the problems with communi-
ties. . . Is that instances of abuse
aren’t seen in public often,” Dimmock
said. "The ordinery citizen doesn’t
know what to do.”

But how could something like this 2 *
happen in wealthy, well-educated Bir—
mingham. Fortunately, such reports .
are fow. “If thero were a dozen in the .
last year there were a lot; there were =
many more instances of spouse abuse,” .
he said. “Just recently a husband re.-
ported abuse that was real. It's a legiti-
mate problem, but usually the male is -
the abuser.” i

Dimmock said that police, teachers--
and medical personnel, if evidence of !«
abuse is found, are required to notify ...
the Department of Social Services by...
phone and [ater in writing.

If the incidence of abuse were still ...
happening when police arrived, ap ar-..;
rest could be made. Even if it had
stopped, “if it looked like more than .
assault and battery, an arrest could be ;
made.” G

Frequently those who are abused are
afraid to say anything, Dimmock said,
but under what's commonly referred to |

as the spouse abuse law, police can

make an arrest and seck a warrant. :
Spouse abuse is a misnomer, Dimmock
added. It can apply to any two people... ¢
cohabitating, whether of the same or .
opposite Bexes. -

Well, I learned my lesson. There are” |
things a private person can do when
witnessing or suspecting abuse.

But I would still like to meet that
guy in the burgundy wagon. I'd like to
tell him about a day-long parenting
class being offered at 9 a.m. Saturday
at the Bloomfield Township Library,--
Lone Pine and Telegraph, by Sinai
Hospital on the 10 Greatest Gifta I .
Can Give My Children”. H

I'd like to urge him not to become ¢
just another statistic. What a gift that
would be. :

:

Sandra Armbruster is Oakland
Caunty editor for the Eccentric News-_
papers, You can reach her by calling =
801-2587. ~

Your opinions Tl us and your neighbors what you think about the opinions '
count... expressed by writing a letter to the editor at: The Eccentric, 805
E. Maple, Birmingham 48009. Or, if you have a Touch-Tone®

phone, you can leave a voice mail message for our columnists. "
Their numbers are listed at the end of each column. o
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hen should I visit school to discuss my

child’s progress?" Parents ask me that

question more often than almost any
other. My immediate reaponse is also the most
logical: *Before your child has any problem.”
Now, to paraphrase Paul Harvey, let me tell you
the rest of the answer,

School is not a destination but a process. It
should be the catalyst or framework for every-
thing you want for your child, intellectunlly,
emotionally and socially. Especially during the
kindergarten through 12th grade years, your
school, public or private, is a natural i
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of the direction you give your child’s everyday
growth and development.

As a parent, there are strategies you can
adopt to maximize this supervision. The best
analogy {s with preventive medicine, Starta
program to cut down on fatty foods, reduce

ki ise more and practice stress re-
duction techniques, Before you know it, you not.
only avoid the dreaded heart discase but learn
to enjoy Jife more. The path to a healthier edu-
cation is much the same.

There are ways to get involved. One approach
is attendance and participation in formal
groups, like parent-teacher associntions. Volun-
teer efforts are also cxcellent. They can rango
from helping ot extracurricular activities, like
sports of muslc, to chaperoning school dances
or school tripa, These experiences will give you
o sounder basis for judging your scheol's

hs and weak and the opini

M You are the professlonal
parent. You should make a
formal visit as soon as you
are unsure or uncomfort-
able about anything at
school, Please discuss the
Issue on an adult level, not
through your chitdren.

sue on an adult level, not through your children,
Then you will be on equal standing with teach-
ers and school officials. We realize that we don't
“know it all", any more than anyone clse. A
teacher, in one sense, is your employee, What is
more important, he or she is also your aily.

Be organized when there is a dispute or prob-
lem at school. Don't hesitate to monitor and

luat. hers and school officials. Some

of
teachera and school officials, - .

In addition, you establish your own credibili-'
ty, especially if you have taken the time to com-
pliment teachers when justified. Everyona likes
attention when things are going well, not just
when there is a problem.

Be fair when thero ia a problem at school,
Don't jump to conclusions, You already have
seen your child's teachers in action or know
them well, 80 it will bo easier to objectively han-
dlo negati or other prob!
areas. Also try not to communicate any dislike
or distrust of teachers and school offictals
through your children. Let them form their own
opinions. .

You are the professional parent. This follows
from my last point. You should make a formal
visit as soon as you are unsure or uncomfortablo
abgut anything at achool. Please discuss the is-

parents like to prepare a written list of ques-
tions to help them through meetings, much as
wo might have in hand when we visit our doctor.
1 lika the idea, It keops theso meetings from

unraveling; they are tense enough to begin with.

Make notes atter the mecting and consider
submitting a memo to the person or group you
met with, This professional, businesslike ap-
proach helps us focus on solutions to problems,
not personalitics. .

When should parents come to school? All the
time, For the school play; to help with the
soccer team; to chaperone the senior trip; when-
ever there's cven a hint of a problem. You are
welcome and you are needed.

" Thomas Herbst is headmaster of Kensington
Academy, an independent, cocd, Catholic day
school for students in prekindergarten through
the eighth grade.
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100-Light Set
S gy et
indoors and

mutcolored. UL bsted.
Reg 798......... SALE 399

Hudson Valley

7%ft, Dougla$ Fir Tree

“Colymbia”

This is a full, natural color, fe-like iree with a medium

profile. Its made in the US.A. and comes with a
10year limited warranty. Sale price includes stand.

724t Size
Reg. 19958

Fieg. 1498

Glass

Ornaments A *
New 1933 colors andd desgns. 4 ! )
1/2 (0] VG Py

out. Choose from clear o

Reg. 1093

CLINTON YOWNSHIP  DCARBORN HGTS, WEST BLOOMFIELD .
44350 Garfeld Road 22650 Ford Road 6370 Orchard Lake Foad -
{at Hal Road) (st Outer Orive) (0 Magle Road)
286-6100 Nursery 278-4433 851-7506
. Porist 565-8133

a ns

Chiistmas Cestes, Hursary, Garden Centar, Flocil & Landscaging

Decorated Balsam
Menorial Wreaths
Our 24irch wieath is dccaa:cglv;‘m pne

cones and a weatheresstant
seatest on a 33inch stand,
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i
Folinge Hanging Baskets 1 !
e msmdw i = Ay Purchase of $20 or more 1
________ SALE 732 | oot s A o

DELIVERY AVAILABLE: Day ond emoing
Hours: Mondy thry Scundry Son-9pm,

33% O, e
Colorado Spruce |
Slim Christinas Trees .
This naturd cokx, short needke tree Ras «
a desgner look, and s ecelent for 7,
fmied spaces 4vz i 0 10t szes of -
Hetke trees are avalabla )

Natural Hillcrest

$5OFF

SALE PRICES GOOD THRU WED,, NOV. 17, 1903




