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Freshmen legislators ferret out budget pork

by Tim Richard

- LANSING — Reps, Jerry Var-
va-of Plymouth and Dan Gustaf-
son of Haslett are In o band of
freshman Republicans giving sen-
ior lowmakers o bad time over
hidden itoma in state spending.

Thelr targets: aid to the Ponti-
ac Silverdome stadium, secrot
perks for thoe governor and Legis-
lature, pay hikes and possible ca-
sino gambling.

For example, an $800,000 subsi-
dy for the Silverdome I8 lumped
in o single line item with $450,000
oplece in aid to horse race track
cities such as Livonia, Northville
and Hazel Park. Senlor politicos
did that to prevent Gov. John En-
gler from vetoing the Sliverdome
meney,

Vorva, whose district includes
Northville, and Gustlsen, whoss
dlstrict includes western Livings-
ton County, joined several other
freshmen in a protest statement

in the permancnt House Journal
as lawmakers finished work on
budget bllls prior to the Oct. 1
start of a new fiscal year.

The Silvordome and track mon-
oy, along with $2.3 million to su-
pervise Indian run casino gam-
bling, were contained in the $59
million Department of Agricul-
ture budget blll, which the House
barely uppmved 58 to 40,

Voting yes were Republicans
Willls Bullard of Milford and Su-
san Munsell of Howell, The battle
got rougher as the House turned
to the $2 billion “general govern.
ment” budget, cavering the gover-
nor, Legislature, appellate courts,
attorney goneral and several
smaller departments,

“The House Fiscal Agency
scandal underacores the need for
more openness and good govern-
ment in Lansing,” sald Rep, Greg
Kaza, R-Rochester Hills, a fiscal
conservative and free market de-
vatee.

Kaza was particularly unhappy
about the oldtimers’ tactics, In
July he won 87 to 1 approval of an
amendment to spell out the line
items in Engler's staff budget and
in legislative budgeta.

Things fell apart in apy

fllverdomo and racetrack lino
tem.

Refer to Senate Bills 622 (Agri-
culture) and 527 (general govern-
;!mn!) when writing to your legis-
fator.

That bill aqueaked through 59
to 38, with 56 needed for passage,

The bills also were passed by
the Senate and sent to Engler l’nr
his slgnature, Many belleve the
governor may veto the combined

The executive office’s $4.3 mil-
lion budget contains 85 jobs, The
Legialature’s $84 million budget
shows salarles for members and
staff but not how many staff
members are employed.

tlons conference committees,
however, where senators inslsted
on lump sum spending. Senators
even obfected to the House Hating
its line items beeause public pres-
sure would force them to do the
same, Kaza anid,

That bl “omitted important
provistons for accountability and
openness [n legislative hudgets,”
added Vorva, Gustafson and oth-
crs In a joint statement.

Other lawmakers complained
that the bill contained o $4 mil-
lion increnso for Detroit courts,
$2.3 million for southenstern

Michtgan auto cmissions tests, $4
million for Lottery advertising, $1
million more for Civil Service and
pay hikes for judges.

Blackthorn rocks OCC Friday night

A band called Blackthorn will
perferm at 8 p.m, Frlday, Nav. 12,
at the Auburn Hills campus of
Oakland Community College in
Building F, room 119,

Tickets are $8 and can be
bought at the deor, The Auburn
Hills campus is located on Feath-
erstone Road just west of Adama,

Blackthorn plays a variety of

traditional Irish and Scottish
songs, including pub music, sea
chanteys, sing-o-longs and bal-
lads, plus contemporary Ameri-
can music.
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special carethey noed Sifter hours.”
During the evening, On woekends,
Even holidays.

with Chiklren's Hospital 0f\lld|!§;m
thecenter leandles non

corxditions when your child's regular
physician is not available. Afier a visit
tothe center, we'll provide your
child’s physician with  follow-up
reportsohe or she can continue
treatment, if necessary,

Modtical Center's Tahser Campus at
27207 hahses Road, Suite 201, fust
north of Eleven Mile Rd. in Southfiekd.
Call 827-7940 for more Information.

Weekends/llolidays: 1 pm-9 pm.
Noappolntment is necessary.
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THENORTH POLE

SESAME STREET

“Susan & Gordon”” of Sesame Street Welcome Santa.
Scc Susan nnd Gon‘lun (Loretta Long and Roecoe Omh\n) o[ Scsame Strect
on Saturd h and S 21st. Shows start at
12 noon and 3 p.m, in the Lord and Taylor court. And sce Santa make his grand
appearance as their spocial guca! on Sunrlny at the 12 noon pedformance.
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