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Polltlclan travel abroad declines in election year

’I‘hc gridlocked Huuuu of Rupm-
was more

than usua! in 1992, s members
,sharply cut back thelr forelgn
travel in an election year teeming
with voter unreat over Capitol
Hill and Capital Beltway life.
'atyles

= Roll Call Report  Syndicate’s
tinnual survey of offictal travel
overseds by House membera
found that the numbor of trips de-
clined by more than one-third be-
low the levels of preceding years.
It also found few Michigan repre-
ucnmtlven taking trips.

* The travel consists mainly of
fact-finding committee trips or
special jaunts authorized by

Speaker Thomas Foley, D-Wash, ©

It'is funded by taxpayers through
an array of legislative and execu-
tive branch accodnts,

- The survey of public records
identifiecd 134 House members
traveling overseas during the year,
a decline of 34 percent from the

204 mombers who took official
trips abrond In 1991, They took
2186 individual trips (down 39 per-
cont from 1991) over 1,386 days
{down 40 percent) to 460 coun.
tries (down 63 pereent).

Travel in 1982 teck an even
sharper drop when compared with
levels s far back as 1989, when
Roll Call Report Syndicate began
its survey.

“I think that members have
gotten gun-shy about travel in
general because the public
doesn't like it,” said Joan Clay-
brook, president of the Ralph
Nader group Public Citizen.

“There's been a lot of negative
press,” said Armed Services Com-
mittee staffer Peter Steffes, “and
I would say that maybe 10 percent
of everything that's been reported
Is probably worthy of being re-
ported, No matter how well inten-
tioned the travel is or how much
i done for their constituents or
the Congress, that never scoms to
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ton lobbyista, The lawmakers
were on the final leg of a Ways
and Means Committee trip.
Despite such hijinks, congres-
slonal travel overseas is scen by
many a8 necessary to give
lawmokers the I‘malhr.uu.ll knowl-

come out.

“Members are nnying, it's just
not worth it anymore,”

Howaver, 1892 produced several
frequent flyers, most notably
Democrat * Jim_ McDermott  of
Washington, The three-term -

thero is a roport prepared by the
member on what they do, then 1
th!nk that that's extremely appro-
rinte.” -

r Her group reserves its wrath for
the far more numerous corporate-
sponsored trips by which House

bers and flack to va-

edge and world they
need to do their job.

“There is every reason in the
world why the United States gov-
ernment should have some travel
to Japan," said Jeff Biggs, the
spokesman for Foley. “Tllnt sort
of face-to-face contact gives you
something you don't get out of a

legislator from Seattle took five
trips over 63 doys to 20 countrics
to become the reigning king of
House travel.

Scnate travel, which Is reported
to the public only in sparse detail,
was not covered by the survey,

he image of congressional
travel appears to be still reeling

from a 1990 expose by ABC's textbook.”
“Prime Time Live" that gave a Claybrook said Public szcn
nationwide television sudience ita  feals that

cation spots to spend time with
lobbyists who pick up the bill.
The cost of House travel is dif-
ficult to measure because the de-
partments of State and Defensce,
which pay most of the tah, do not
provide a line-item public disclo-
sure of their funding. There is no
evidence that either department
isolates and tallies what they
spend ional travel.

first detailed look at members of
Congress at play on foreign soll.
Hidden ABC cameras ot a Barba-
dos resort recorded several
lawmnkera consorting with and
nccepting freebies from Washing-

travel is sometimes appropriate,
“It depends on what it is for, And
if it is fully reported, and not us-
ing military alrcraft when that is
not necessary . . . and the trip
has a functional purpose and
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A limited puhllc disclosure in
contained in the trip listings that
committecs and other sponsors

ure required by law to publish in
the Congressional Record. These
show a trip's per diem expensg al.
lowances and approximate trans.
portation costs, For 1992 House
travel, the total s $4.6 million,
That figure, which reflects staff as
well a8 member travel, i down
from $4.6 million in 1991,

For congrersmen from Eccen-
tric districts, their number of
trips, days away and countrics
visited are: Joe Knollengerg, R-
11th District, not listed because
he was clected in November 1992;
his predecessor, William Broom-
ficld, revised Diatrict 18 and a Re.
puhllcun, took no trips. Sander
Levin, D-12th District, also took
no trips, Dale Kildee, D-8th dis.
trict, took no trips,
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