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Ideas abound as officials seek school finance reform

BY TtM RICHARD
BraAFY Wter

All school districts and intermediate districts
could ask voters for extra property taxes under a ver-
sion of Michigan's school code making its way — at
a -snail's pace — through a House committee in
Lansing.

‘The bipartisan House plan is at odds with Gov,
John Engler's school finance plan, which sought to
get all but a handful of local districts out of millage
campaigns forever,

Co-chalrman Willlam Keith, D.Garden City,
promiged an all-day session of the House Education
Comimittee when freshman Rep. Alan Cropsey, R-
DaWitt, complained that “it's difficult for us not on
the Fabutous 14 to figure out what's golng on.”

“We have around 300 amendments before us right

Grosse Polnte won support ol amendments to;

W Allow local option millages by all school districts.
Engler wants only the top spending 35 of Michigan's
562 districta to have optional millages to restore
their high budgets, Bryant’s amendment struck out
a three-mill Hmit, leaving a blank space to be filled
in later. Onc mill is $1 per $1,000 of nssessed valua-
tion; the average Michigan district levies 34 mills,

B Restared millages for county intermedinte dis-
tricts ($30 million), county vocational technical pro-

against offering a *“schools of choice” program,

Rep. Jomes Agee, D-Muskegon, lost his effort to
strike the public report requirement, arguing, “It's
just an extra layer of burcaucracy.”

Bryant, like many Republicans 2 strung supporter
of “cholco” programs, argued for keeping the provi-
slon, calling it “critical in secking diversity of teach-
ing.” He said the Agee amendment “would repeal
the ability of teachers to force creation of a school
within a school. .

*
.

“There should be a public justification for nat
doing u cholce program or giving a kid extra help.
The psychology of preparing a report — even & para-
graph — is substantial,” Bryant said. -

Bryant's view was supported by Dr. Robert
Schiller, supert dent of public i “We
need o public perception of an open, free debate by
the school board,” Schiller said.

With 11 votes needed for adoption, Agee’s amend-
ment lost seven to five with three abstaining.

grams ($82 million) and county special
programs ($300 million). ,

Rick Simonson, legislative agent for the Qaklond
Intermediate School District, called that action “the
most significant that has taken place" sinco the Leg-
istuture repenled ol school operating taxes in July.

Bryant said it was “unfortunato” that the Senate
included int diate and voe tech taxes when it

now," said Keith, who is part of an i 1 bipar-
tigan group of 12 or 14 conducting closed door nego-
tiationa on the schoo! reform packege,

Tuesday, the committee waded through a half-
dozen amendments to the school code (House Bill
6121). That massive law would cover uchaols of

wiped out school operating taxes,

Bryant’s amendment was supported by area Reps.
Penny Crissman, R.Rochester; Jerry Vorva, R.
Plymouth; Justine Barns, D-Westland, and Keith.

R,

needed

choice, school tax options,
lipt and teacher
Tdxes restored
Repubfican  co-chalrman William Bryant of

After an hourlang debate, the committee kept a
provision requiring local school districts to moke a
public justification report if administrators decide
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Classic Statements in Gold

I our 681l year,
Greenstone's contintes
the traditivn of quality
and crafismanship with

the finest selections from
American Goldsmiths.,
Pictured from $200.

%

Creatons O Fise Jruttay St 1925,
528 North Woodward » Birmingham, M|
4 Blocks Nonh of Maple Rd.
(810) 642-2650
Monday-Saturday 9:30-5:30.
In December, Thursday until 8:00pm.
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Saturday, Nov.

385 per person
Lunch Available

(No strollers, please)

Win a Giftorama shopping spree!

KINGSWOOD GIFTORAMA '93fi

Distinctive Holiday Gifts
44 great shops from around the country together for .

One Incredible Weekend of Shopping

Sunday, Nov. 14 10am-5pin

$100, $75 and $75 prizes each day : : 3
Automatic entry vilh paid admission « Drawings at 1 pm each day §- g %
Uowrsar13370 3 g ’7; :
Quadon | 116 Mde) 3 .
Proceeds from Giftorama support Cranbrook Kingswood School.

SAVE $1 ON ADMISSION. BRING THIS AD!

13 Y9am-6pm

Free Parking and Shuttle
Enter at Cranbrook's new maln entrance,
1221 N. Woodward, Bleomfield Hills

E

$5,000,000 |
SALE |

FINE ORIENTAL RUGS

AT WHOLESALE PRICES

SAVE 40-55%

A noted New York area importer has especially selected
pieces for this sale from his vast inventory of hand-made :
rugs from Persia, India, Pakistan, China.

MOST TYPES AND A WIDE VARIETY OF SIZES AVAILABLE

Bokharas, Kilims, Indo-Persian

Chainstitch, Needlepoints, Kashans, Chinese, Tabriz, Silks,

and many

(Orlental rug experts avallable at all Umes lo assist you with your sclcction)

11TH ANNUAL SALE

A MAJOR FUND RAISING

ST. JOHN'S ARMENIAN CHURCH
* 4 DAYS ONLY » BAZAAR ‘93 WEEKEND

ehes

, Kermans, Herez, Bidjars,

more.

EVENT Sponsored by

N

In St. John's

Recreation Cenler

22001 Northwestern H'wy
Southfleld, Michigan
{Look for

the Gold bome)

somras . §

Date:

Nov. 11 thru Nov.14
Hours:

Thursday 10:00-9:00
Friday 10:00-9:00
Saturday 10:00-9:00
Sunday 1:00-6:00

Terms: Cash » Check ¢ Visa » MasterCard
payable to St. John’s Armenian Church
: Phone (313) 569-3405




