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Familyfrolic: Loren Sohn holds Mashaas Raya hamsit up next toher mother, Sue, and sister, Dasha.-

Sealed with love

Family’s bond transcends barriers
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SPECIAL WIITER
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“When they first eame, it was like
a tornado hit this house,” Sue Sohn
snid. “They even picked up hunt reg-
isteratosee whatthey were.”

Everything was new to Roys, 8,
and her twin 7-year-old sisters,
Mashn and Dashn. They continue to
explore their surroundings 17
months after they moved in with
their Farmington Hills parents,

‘The sigters left their birth coun-
try, the orphannge and all the people
who cared for them since they were
infunts and they got on a plane with
virtunl strangers,

Everything wasnew

Not only would everyday life out-
side an orphanage be new, but they
had toadapt toanather country, lan-
guageandculture.

“They hnd no concept of religion,
mail, grocerystoresormoney,”Loren
Sohn said. “They had no concept of
what grnmlpnrcntx aunts and un-
cleswere,”

ThedayafterHalloweenlnstyear,

for instance, the girls asked if they
could go out agnin that night. They
had never crossed a street before.
And they had noidea whata kitchen
was, Something“belonging™tosome-
onewas new, toe,

“They would just walk into the
house next door,” Loren Sohn snid.

“So many of the kids who are avail-
able for adoption here huve been
nbused or have an emotional prob-
lem, There's long waits for infants.”
Besidues, she added, it’s safer to
have a birth mother from the other
side of the world and not likely to
showupanthe lrontsteponeday.

Smooth process
They learned about the Maine
Adeption Placement Service and
were told ubout \urmu.s c].nldrun
d

Whentheyh

"icl.urddncsfunm' thingssorn
times,” ~ Susan ohn  suid.
“Everythingjust seemed toworkout.
Every hurdle we thought would be n
brick wall came tumbling down,”

Loren Sehn added that there isn
greaterneed for familiestoadopt old.
erchildren,

“We weren't that hung up on hav-
ingababy,” hesaid,

GoingtoRussia eliminated exten-
sive red tape required by Michignn
adoption laws. The trip in itself was
anexperienceofalifetime.

ters, itjustfelt nghl.forthe Sohns.
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“Theyjustdidn’thavett
any of theseconeepts.”™

Strongspirit

But nothing seemed Lo shake
theselittle girls whoonly knew a few
words of English when they arrived.
A year and a half later, they seem to
have mastered the language, and
their curiosity nbout everything, in-
cluding visitors from the paper, is
endless,

“Why do you make your ‘a's like
that?" “Why are you writing things
down?"” “What are you going to do
withit?"“Whydoyoeuwritelikethat?”

‘The barrage of questions is com-
monplrceand theSohnstrytogivean.
swers, which is enly port of the
tremendousadjustmentthey'vemade.

“We're a far cry from where we
started,” Sue Sohn said about decid-
ing to ndapt one child and bringing
homethreegirls.

“We started investigating the op-
tions, and we wanted to do an inter-
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Full of questlons: Dasha, Raya and Masha want answers
for everything.
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Oldest Farmington club embraces traditions

By DIANE HANSON
SPECIAL WRITER
’l‘lmt’s nearly 70)mrs uld uull gmn;. strong and
d d ot

110 those goo

didenls of God,

sought members who “lived upto the
idenoftruth,integrity . . ..

‘The Fnrminxton club formed 13 years later. The
founder's son, Reid Berkey, now deceased, lived in

1d.fashionod

town todatheirt

Richardson, club secretary, moved from Eust
Lansingtoopen his veterinary clinicin Farmington
in 1961 andisstillinhisoriginal buildingon Meoncy

country and serving olhcrs with integrity, honesty
and respeet? The Fnrmington Exc)um;;n Club the
firstand oldest

dDr.John

Farmington and was a member. A:curdmg toJim
Stevens, real estato broker and owner of Century 21
Hartford the official charter meeting for the

nF.

“Itstartedclearbnekin 1924, explail
Richardson, veterinarian and owner of the Plaza
Veterinary Clinicon Mooney Avenue,

The Exchange Club was founded in Detroit in
1911 by jeweler Charles A. Berkey. But the roots of
the orgunization go back toin 1896 when n group of
Detroit business and professional men informally
gnlhered to hnvnlunch ﬂ}mre ideas, udvmc onean-

\\ho,nttllctlmc.fomcd tho“ﬂnustem‘C!ub"undwns
kLy in later devc]opmg and arganizing it into the

ered, pective
partiesinvolved.
Clearly. th ek child, 1 14
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n;,htdm-ctmnnndlhuw\vhuwtlllxnel'nhcmmlnm
df; whom other
h plethatwant themwil
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W 1Wood,alawfirm basedin Fe
Hlllx.

\‘lectlnx I‘nr noon luncheons at the original
Iding in Detroit, the Exct Ciub

Clubof Far was held ondune 21,
1924,

“Those werethe days where youkind of relaxed n
little bit,” said Stevens, club historian and member
since 1970.

The businessmen would meet for lunch in the
basement of the Methodist church, he said. Part of
thesocinl activitieaincluded golfin the summerand
playingcards inthe winter Wednesday afterncons,

Induud winding the clock back 70 years reveated
a e slower-paced Far Itwansn
Fnrmlngton where businessmen closed up shop on
Wednesday afternoon because they were open on
Snturdny to accommodate the farmers whocame to

Avenue. He hns been o member of Exchange for 30
yearsand hnsscen many changes,

“There were orchnrda and the winery and there
weregrapesdownhere,”he recounted. “Down atthe
end of my street, the winery was producing wine,
Farmington Dairy made mitk, cheese, icecreamand
the whole nineyards. It's gone now. Itburned down
in 1969, It sat where Farmington Agency is today.”

There have been many changes in the last 70
years, The club {s now n national orgnnization with

morethan 40, bersinover 1, Jubsinthe
United Suues nnd Puerto Rxco. 1ti at Lhu.- largest and
oldest Americn.

Another significant chnnge was the addition of
women,
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