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Troy’s ‘test-tube’ traffic system drives Troy into the future |

- BYDAVE VARGA
SrAvr Wairen

: Troy is a “City of Tomorrow,”
said Bront Buir, managing dircc-
tor of the Road Commission for
Oakland“County, now that its
SCAT system aimed at improving
traffic (low has been turned on.

Troy's drivers have been testing
the computerized traffic light sya-
tem where it's been running — off
and on — for montha now.

The reviews of residents hasn’t
been very positive. There have
been numerous complaints about
stuck or molfunctioning traffic
signals forcing traffic jams,

Most politicians acknowledged
the problems, noting technical
malfunctions and growing puins.

“Like any demonstration
project,” said U.S. Rep. Sander
Levin, D-Southfield, whose dis.
trict covers Troy, “it's expected
there’s going to be some probe
lems.”

“This s a test-tube,” noted

u.s. ch. Bob Carr, who helped
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secure federal grant monoy.

On tho positive side, rond com.
misslon officlals clted a prelimi-
nary study showing a decrense in
traflic stops along arcas where
SCATS has been operating. Cut.
ting atops reduces accldent rates,
pollutlon and slows the need for
adding more traflic lanes,
Long-suffering drivers

John Grubba, deputy county
exccutive and former director of
the road commisslon, has been
cited for his forcsight in pushing
for the SCATS plan. Grubbag, in
turn, acknowledged the $2 million
investment made by the Oakland

out the $50,000 trip to Australla
that helped bring back the tech-
nology — and North American
SCATS rights — for the systom,
While the trip was criticized at
the time, Garfield soid, “That was
well-spent money.”

Federal end county money was
only spent in Troy. Auburn Hills
and Rochester Hills are next in
fine for SCATS. Auburn Hills will
pay $600,000 to join the system;
Rochester Hills will pay $700,000.

Rochester Hills council presi-
dent Jon Buller said work is ex-
pected to begin after January.
“We're very hopeful It will live up
to lons,” he said.

County Board of C
that started the project rolling.
He also noted the i

Auburn Hille manager Dennis
McGee agreed, saying thoy're ea-
ger to hook up, with some camer-
as alrendy installed at tho new
Squirrel Road intersections re-
cently constructed. “We kind of
shuddered when we heard of the
problems In Troy. But, it is kind
of carly to do much analysis on
it,” McGec said.

Changing green time

A tour of the TrafTic Operations
Center showed just how the com-

toredri 1

;
draw imaginory squares on each
lane at an interscction, Cars nre
counted as they travel through

the squares,
—————

Theoretically, the light could be
green 50 percont of the time going
north/south and green 50 percent
of the time going cast/west," After
each light cycle, the computer
counts cars and, based on flaw,
then “redistributes the amount of
green time,” according to Les
Akey of the rond commission,

The system also allows adjust.
ments to the left-turn traffic ar-
rows, a source of many com-
plaints by rush-hour drivers.

Bair satd the system should ac-
commodate left-hand turners by:
B changing the length of time of
the arrow;

# adding left-turn arrow time at

the end of the cycle, in addition to
the beginning of the cycle; and -
M eliminating tho lcft-turn cycle
ﬁllogethur if there isn't any traf-

c.
Along with the intersection
lights, staffers at the traffic center
operate four digital video cameras
that identify accidents or stalled
cars and perform speed studies,

A second facet of the system
coordinates the traffic signal in-
formation and n system of speciol
rondside infrared beacons into an
interactive, in-car computer sys-
tem, It allows drivers to enter o
destination and learn the best
route, based on traffic.

of state, county and local officinla
in getting SCATS rolling.

County commissioner John
Garfield, whose 9th District cov-

ers Tro; and Rochestor, golmed
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Introducing R/K Design Group.
A diistinctive interior design
studio that caters o the
discriminatling client
looking for a custom look. For
window freciments,

wallcovernngs,

furniture and

space plonning, please call
for an appointment.
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R/K DESIGN GROUP

15456 Southpointe Dive, Suite 204
Sterling Heights

566-8556
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We are proud to
introduce the new line
from New York
Designer, Lazaro

AR

Bridal Trunk Show

/

Friday
hrough
Monday

k raloble At Thest Locaions

ENTERPRISE
RENT-A-CAR

IDeekend Special!
! ; ‘ = Some ‘
$;995 i

Call for Infarmation!

\

Compact -
nidsizo

4

20200 Tolegraph 29300 Tologroph 24350 12 Mila Rd.
Southflsld Southfiokd fiold
3539360 353-0780 356-5844
Tamaroff. Jali10 Mile
20585 Tologeaph 24445 Telogragh
Southfold Southfiaid
952-3560 745-0060 4

NORTH FARMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL
BAND AND ORCHESTRA BOOSTERS

WINTERARTS &

CRAFTS FAIR,
' - Saturday, Nov. 20

*North Farmington High Schoo!
32900 W. 13 Mile Road
NO Strollers, Plaase

9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Admission $1.50
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Here’s a new one:

Free

1f you own your own home, you have
menemam the key to free checking right in your
hands. Standard Federal, having helped people
-achieve the dream of home ownership for gen-
crations, now introduces Frec Homeowners
Checking, Its a Regular Checking Account with
no monthly service charge, no minimum bal-

Checking.

To get Free Homeowners Checking, you
just have to own a home. You don't even
have 1o be a Standard Federal customer. Just
call or stop in and we'll show you how you
can start saving money with our Free
Homeowners Checking program, plus the
many other ways you can get a checking
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exclusively at our salon. §

Join us for the
first Michigan showing
of the Spring/Summer
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account with no monthly service
charges - even if you dont own 2
home. At Standard Federal, we

ance requirement, and no per-check
fees no matter how many checks
you write. We'll also give you a

'94 Collection. o
; ; ; ey- want to help you save moncy
Enjoy special savings Coupon Booklet full of money Py . Y
on all saving coupons on for the important y
Trunk Show Orders. other financial services. things in life. .

The complete collection
will be in the store
for three days only. .

100 Years Of Helping You Along The Way.

Thurs,, Fri., Sat.
November 18, 19, 20

Appointments are preferred

f EXCLUSIVES

For the Bride L
% 708 N, Woodward + Birmingham * (313) 647-4999

Standard Federal Bank
Savings/Financial Services

1-800/543-9600
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