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STREET CRACKS

A woman's comedian: Diane Ford

Diane Ford:
Jokes meant
for a woman

By BoB SADLER
Srrciar Wik

Diane Ford does not fit in the mold of the con-
ventional female comic. She is a brash, opinionat-
ed, earthy performer who rarely minees — or is ot
aloss for — words.

“I'm o woman's comedian,” Ford said in an in-
terview last week from a hote! room in West Palm
Beach, Fla., where she was performing her newest
concept, & show called “Anat ofa
Woman."”

“I think I really speak for women,” she soid. “I
" don’t sugarcoat it; I aay what women say when
© they're alone. A lot of my comedy comes out of the
 relationships I've had with my closest friends. I've

said things in mixed company that women don't
like to admit to.”

Unfortunately, Detroit sudiences will not have
the chance to see Ford's “Anatomy of a Women”
when she stops at the Comedy Castle in Royal
Oak later lhi? week.

“Anatomy”

is a more stage prodi
then the typical 45-minute club headliner set; it
runs around 90 minutes, Ford admits that she's
_atill working out the kinks in the show, having
- only been petforming it for the past month. Even-
* tually, she would like to take her comedic tour de
" force to New York for an extended run.
*This is the culmination of my 15 years of
" atand-up" Ford anid, “It’s got a little more of those
ol thentrh +

3
how many cggs a woman is born with, and things
like that.”

Ford's comedy reflects truthfully on the many

- differcnces between men and women and how that
is played out every day in living Technicolor.

“Men and women think differently, Men go lin-
car, like A to B, Women go fromAtoPtoQto D
to Z and ask if men see the connection. Men say
*No, it laoks like an eye chart.”

When asked if she is te female comedy what

. Tim Allen is for men, Ford liked the analogy.

*1 really like Tim. He's a very good friend. I
guess I rey the ulti female i
He rey the male

Surprisingly, men make up an incrensing
amount of Ford's audiences and are highly sup-
portive of her.
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W PRACTICE YOUR “SEINLANGUAGE™,.. Hope you
have your tickets for Jerry Seinfeld’s
Turkey Doy shows at the Fox Theatre Nov.
25, They've been sold out for months, If not,
I'm sure Jerry would love it if you went out
and bought his best-selling book,
“SeinLanguage.” .

B RUN FOR THE BORDER... Detroit's most
prominent Mexican-American comic is none
other that Ruben, Ruben. Cntch Ruben
Nov. 25 and 26 at Joey's Comedy Club an the
7| lower level of Paisano’'s Restaurant in
.| Denrborn. Call 584-8885 for rescrvations,

‘Everything goes’ with Bliss

N Caelum Blissbeganasa
side project of members of Noc
Barrage, Blue Nation and
Surge to Union, Since its in-
ception, however, the band’s
sound which includes a string
section and other non-

tional instruments, has been
welcomed into clubs,

By CHIISTINA Fuoco
STAPY WRITER

A cellist and a violinist are the
last things you'd expect to see in
hazy lounges.

That deesn't faze Coleum Bliss.
They weren't afraid to venture out of
the cookie-cutter “alternative’ mu-
sie scence. The band uses these non.
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traditionn! instruments along wvith
elissn Emily's angelic voice to cre-
ate its eerle gothic sound,

The peaple behind the inatru-
ments are cqually as intriguing.
Caelum Bliss's lincup includes key-
hoeardist/violinist Tony Hamera of
the metal/industrial band Noc Bar-
rage; and cellist Michael Madill,
guitarist of the industrial band
HAL. Emily is a former backup
singer for the alternative rock band
Blue Nation.

“Phere were certain things that
couldn’t do with Noc Barrage that 1
would have like to have done,” the
soft-spoken Hamera said over coffee
about his side project. “Like playing
with violins and I always wanted to
have a female singer. It's a creative
outlet.”

Madill is aware of the strange
looks the band sometimes gets,

Bligsful
sound: Cale-
um Bliss in-
cludes Dave
Johnson
(from left),
Tony Ham-
era, Mark
Nowakowski,
Bill King and
singer Melis-
sa Emily
(foreground).

“You know how it is. They say,

“Wow, man. That's cool.’* It's differ-
ent, I know,” Madill said.

Working with both ends of the
musical spectrum shows the artists'
diversity. The possibilities for ex-
panding Caclum Bliss's sound arc
endless, Hamera sald.

*] knew it was gonna be no holds
barred,” Hamera said, “Everything
goes. In Noc Bareage, there's really
no chance for that. Noc Barrage has
a definite sound and direction,”

That is part of what attracted
Emily to the group.

“I was really ready for something
new. [ wanted to be the front person.

1 learned a lot {through Blue Na-
tion) like to write meladies around
everything,” said Emily who speaks
in a barely audible whisper.

Recently the band, which cites
among its influences Miranda Sex
Garden and the Cranes, held a
record relense party an Industey in
Pontiac complete with a string see-
tion. At other shows, including one
earlier this year at St. Andrew's
Hall, the band has used candles and
white sheets to create the compli-
mentary moody atmosphere.

Most bands insist that what
they're doing is original. But this

time, it applies.

“No one is doing anything that
we're doing,” Hamera said.

The band, which also includes
Surge to Union's Dave Johnson on
guitar, deummer Bill King and bas-
sist Mark Nowakowski, intends on
kecping it thot way.

“We’re not going to adapt the mu-
sic to get signed (2o a record label),
We go with how we feel,” she said,

That counts for the audience as
well.

“Ifthey don't like us, they can’t
say we suck as a band. We putalot
into whatever we do,” Hamera said.

Caclum Bliss performs with HAL,
Batterie Acid, Sweaterfish, Soleil
Noir and Smothering Anna on Fri-
day, Nov. 19, at the Majestic The-
atre, 4140 Woodward Ave., Detroit.
For more information, coll 833-9700.
Caclum Bliss will alsa perform with
Sweaterfish Wednesday, Nov. 24, at
Paycheck’s Lounge, 2932 Caniff,
Hamtramck (874-0909), and Thurs-
day, Dec. 9, at 3-D, 1815 N. Main
St., Royal Oak. (589-3344) Their
sclf-titled cassette is available at
Record Time in Roscville and other
indcpendent record stores.

MacColl finally gets chance to sing in U.S.

By CinsisTINg Fuoco
STAYF WHITER

Although English singer Kirsty MacColl consid-
ers hersell “fairly militant™ about political causes,

i

Kirsty MacColl: Performs at the Blind Pig
in Ann Arbor Nov. I8.

don't ask her to be invelved in any charity records.
She's not interested.

“I won't do one of those charity records with
loads of celebrities who are singing a really bad
sang,” she raid via telephone from New York City.

Aslide from that, she’s skeptical.

“You never really know where the money is going
and il it's just to get them (the organizer) on TV to
further their career.”

She did, however, lend her musical support to
the “Red, Hot and Blue” Cole Porter tribute/AIDS
DLenefit project with her two ducta with the Pogues,

“That one was good; I got to do a Cole Porter
song which offers many possibilities,”

MacColl is in the United States for her first tour
of the country. She'll play this arca on Thursday,
Nov. 18, at the Blind Pig in Ann Arbor with David
Groy. She was scheduled to tour the U.S. in 1991
but her “record company (Charisma) blew it out at
the last minute,” It was unfortunate because her
record, “Electric Landlady” and the single “Walk-
ing Down Madison" were turning heads.

That was the beginning of the end of her rela-
tionship with Charisma Records. The result was
MacColl without a record label. She recorded her
intest effort, “Titanic Days,” before signing to
LR.S. Records in May.

“I had a few (1abels interested), but this one was
by far the most realiatic,” she said,

She describes “Titanic Days” as “that dual fear
and excitement of a huge tide where everything is

constantly changing.” The album is along the same
vein of “Electric Landlady” which blends Mac-
Coll's wit and sometimes dark lyries with brilliant
melody. The first single “Can’t Stop Killing You"
finds MacColl collaborating with Johnny Marr of
the Smiths, Electronic and The The. In others
works, she has also performed with on record or on
atage with Talking Heads, Robert Plant and Mor-
rissey. She laughs when the diversity between
Plant and Morrisscy is noted.

“I'm not doing anymore, I might do something. I
really haven't got a lot of time. I'm doing more of
my own thing now. When you'se on tour, time is
precious.”

She prefers to spend her time with her children,
age 7 and 8, and in her home studio, Back at home,
she's also more pelitically active. She hosted a
BBC d on water pollution, entitled
“Don’t Go Near the Water.”

MacColl prefers to be recognized for her music
rather than for making public statements on par-
ticular causes, however,

“For me, it's important that people view me as a
songwriter and singer, not ag someone standing on
the sidewalk telling people what to think.”

Kirsty MacColl performs with special guest David
Gray ot the Blind Pig, 206-208 S. First St., Ann
Arbor, on Thursday, Nov, 18. Doors open at 9:30
p.m, Tickets arc $7.50 in advance. Must be 19 with
1D to enter. For more information, call 996-8555.

Tuesday, Nov. 16

LOOKING AHEAD

v

.+ What to watch for in Street Scene next week:

® Mark Gallo'a interview with Charm Farm and
s Christinn Fuoco'’s ieport on a tuncful Thanksgiv-

ng. .
;. ll.‘lohn Monaghan's look at the latest in alterna-
tivo movies,

HOT AUTUMN NIGHTS
With lorch s0ng chanteur Will Downing, key-

IN CONCERT

boardist Jeff Lorber and
P&ncr ot the R"aynl r?:;l”uim Theatre, De-
Lo, {jazz/rhythm and blues)

6‘5-3666

YO LA TENGO

with Tiger Trop ot Blind Pig, 206.208 S.
First St., Ann Arbor, {rock}

996-8555

THE THE VIDEO APPRECIATION NIGKT
?.;D. 1815 N, Maln St., Royal Oak, {altema-
2

CHRIS SMITHER

The Ask, 637% S. Maln St., Ann Arbor,
[acoustic]

'61-1451

Wednesday. Nov. 17
CHICAGD

Fox Theatte, 2115 Woodword, Detroit.
(ctassic rock/pop)

645-6666

DETROIT MUSICIANS ALLIANCE

Birthday party ot Li's 21, 2930 Jacob,
Hamtramek,

875.6555

SUGARMINOTY

With Dread Flimstone and Universsl Xpros-
sloant industry, 15 S. Saginaw, Pontlac.
regeaa

334.1999

THE SPACK BROTHERS

AM'?)'s, 5756 Cass, Detroit, (alternative
ro¢

832.2355

KEROSENE
With Black Market Flowers al St. Androw's

Hnl:‘. 431 E. Congress, Detroit. {altemative

rocl

961 MELT

RED FOOTED GENIUS -
Rick’s, 611 Church, Ann Ardor, (altemative

SON
Grounds Coffeehouse on University of De-
troit Mercy campus, McNichots and Liver.
nols roads, Datroit. Part of “Hunger Week™

Stote Theatre, 2115 Woodward, Detroit.
(00D
961-54;
With Dou'n‘:boy and Fi Indust
5 dge ot g
_suiulmgn;;t. Pontiac. (antgmm mdqw 1

FRANKIK REVERLY AND MAZE

‘With Tonl Bmxton at Fox Thoatrs, Detroit..
(thythm and blues)

645-6666

With Therapy? and Barkmarket at St. An-
drow's Holl, 431 E. Congress, Detroit, (al-

octivitles. {folk)

Basised Ehe?
Thursday. Nov. 18 .
COVERDALEFAGE

With Vince Neit a1 The Palace of Aubum
Hifls, 1-75 and Lopeer Road, Aubum Hills,

go:k) Cancelled
77-0100

Wx m&o. 2917 Trowbridge, HM!-
mick. {8CoUStic rock)
STEOE :

Soa IN CONCERT, 7B




