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Thomas returns as John Boy
in ‘Walton Reunion’

By Joho Crook

‘Wou can go home again,” says
Richard Thomas. “That's the nlee
thing about it.”

The actor Is speaking about his re-
turn to the role that won him an
Emmy 20-plus years ago: John Boy
Walton. Thomas jolns Michacl
Learned, Ralph Walte and other
origlnal cast members for “A Wwal-
ton Thanksgiving Reunlon, afring
Sunday, Nov. 21, on CBS,

Calling from Washington, D.C.,
where he [s finlshing up a wildly ac-
clalmed run as Shakespearc's
“Richard 11,” Thomas says the per-
sonal reunlon with hls former cast-
mates “wasn't a party I wanted to
miss. We were all thrilled to be to-
gether. The show was a great parl
of our lives, and somethlng I think
we all were very grateful for.”

The 42-year-old actor had lo over-
come some daunting loglstical prob-
lems to squeeze even a tight Los Ane
geles shooting schedule into his the-
atrlcal performances In the nation's
capital, and the outcome scemed a
1ittle surrealistic at times.

] was only there for a few doys,
so for me it was kind of Jike halluci-

nating” ke recalls, Then, in 2
breathless, unbroken account, he ex-
plains: #] finished {‘Rlchard I1') on
Sunday, matinee and evening, and
flew out at dawn on Monday, and
they drove me to the set, and I shot
Monday and Tuesday, then Tuesday
night they drove me back to the air-
port and 1 took the red-eye back to
Washington and got my robes back
on ogaln for ‘Richard IL' I felt ke 1
was in a dream state half the time.
Bul It was wonderful; it was great.”

Thomas says he left “The Wal-
tans” at the end of the 197677 sea-
son (the fifth) only because he had
Intended Lo do so from the very be-
ginning of the serics. “I came back
In the sixth year and did two epi-
sodes so cverybody would know it
wasn't because there was any con-
flict. It was just a career declsion. I
felt hat I bad done everything I
could do {with John Boy} on a regu-
lar basis.”

The TV movle takes place In 1963,
with the Waltens gathering for
Thanksgiving under the shock and
gloom of the recent Kennedy assas-
sinatlon. If John Boy was 16 in 1928,
as the series had it, then in “Re-
unfon” he must be..,
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“Don't try to figure oul lhe age,”
Thomas says, taughing. “The math
doesn't work. It's lke a Shakespeare
play., You can't really tigure out
how old he is. We play games with
time.” The known circumstances in
John Boy's life, however - his status
as an established writer, his intcrest
in marrying and seltling down - sug-
gest that the character is now inhis

- mid-30s, the oeler adds.

Slipping into John Boy's skin
came disconcertingly easy after 17
years away, Thomas $ays. “ kind of
fet my own changes be his changes,
rather than Lrying to create some
kind of detafied past lite. T fig
ured../Let me just bring my own
stuff into it and sce what happens.”
After all, It is me later and it is him
later, and we are kind of connected,
jolned at the hip, so Lo speak.

“I put on the wardrobe and stood
out there on the back lot and did a
rehcarsal with an actress - and he
(John Boy) was right there, all the
time. He had been lurking for 17
years, I just kind of gave him a qui-
cter sort of (personality)..maybe a
little more pensive, & little more in-
ward.”

Thomas agrees with his co-star
and close frlend Learned that many
TV critics missed the boat with the
CBS series. “There was a lot of con-
descenslon about the show..not on
the public's part at all. The publle
adored the show. When things get
mythologized, people forget what
they really were. People say, ‘Ob,
what o perfect famlly? Well, It
wasn't a perfect family. It wasn't
supposed to be. The whole point was
that it wasn't perfect. It simply
stuck logether.”

The Manhattan-born and -reared
Thomas says his father's family had
much in common with the Waltons.
“He was raised In the hills of cast-
crn Kentucky during the Depresslon.
Lots of aunts and uncles all living
together and working through their
lives. (The show was) very accurate,
actually. I spent every summer of
my life on {my grandparents'} farm
there. My roofs are very deep [n the
hills of eastern Kentucky. 1 go there
every year. Most of my family
members are located tn a part of
the world Lhat’s almost exactly
like...'The Waltons."”



