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BOOKStores from page 84

3 for ¥

Money for growth

Fresh capital comblned with
their profits have given these
cépipanies the fuel to open super-
siqres to motch the untapped de-
mand for books and music re-
véaled In o series of studics by
Tiine-Warner, said Robert DiRo-
mivaldo, Borders Books president.

“Studies showed that 70 per-
cent of the American population
canpidered music very important
in‘their lives, yet, an we aged, our

music h he

i craze:

“Everybody shopping at all
those new home improvement
superstores stops in here sooner
or later for o book to tell them
how-to, Have you seen our gelee.
tion of plumbing, remodeling and
refinishing titlea?”

Winning shopper praise

Customers had nething but
words of pralge far the arts-orient-
ed superstores,

“*Now this is how a music store
should be,” said Graham Brown
of Novi a8 he selected a compact
disk contalning a Puul Simon re-

sald, “However, as we age, the fi-
nhiricial ability to purchase music
increases. There's a demand right
there that wasn't being satisfied.
Maybe because the only music
stores in town are hard-driven
rock stores, which are an unpleas-
antiexperience for most adulty,”

The light went on at both Bor-
ders and Barnes & Noble, and
well-stocked music rooms were
added to all their newest stores.
Espresso cafes (which also scll
othir boverages) were added to
add ambience and  encourage
shoppers to linger,

DiRomualdo discussed  his
views on the reasons for the big
hookstore phenomenon:

“First of nll, the number of col-
lege graduates on the streets goes
ury yeur, creating a greater
tor buuks, These people

o
“Next, the buby boumers are
having kids, and they want books
and the joy of reading to be a part
of their children's Hves,

“Third, since we're purveyors of
information in u world hungry for
kuowledge, we've got it made. We
xell a lot of medical reference
buoks, psycholegy titles, law
byoks."

Finally, he mentioned the home

at the Borders store in
Novi.

*“There's got to be 20,000 tapes
and CDs here to choose from. The

base is strong, and we have lots of
local shoppera.”

Cannic Mannino, owner of the
popular children's book shup
Holl-Way Down the Stairs In
downtown Rochester, snid the
first two months that Barnes &
Neoble opened a few miles down

. the road, her business fell drasti-

cally.

“But we've rebounded,” she
said, "because they can’t touch us
in terms of personal hand-selling
of book titles by well-informed
salespeople, and they can’t touch
us In terms of the breadth of our
selection of quality children's
books." Mennino lomented the
dawn of the book superstores.

“I've personnlly grown wenry of

laining to why |

urtists are marked thelr
category of music. The sales ataff
is up front to answer questions;
quict jazz plays In the back-
ground. I've been in here for 45
minutes, and no one has bugged
me. It's a class operation.”

A customer at the Barnes and
Noble store in Bloomfield Town-
ship, who did not wish to reveal
her name, said since the store
opened o few months agoe, she
stops in unce 8 week to have
lunch at che espresso cafe and
buy u bouk ot magazine. *“Jt's just
a nice pluce to be, | feel as though
I'm surrounded by great thoughts
and lofty ideas. [ get inspired.”

The flip side

The first cusunlty of the big
buokstore wars is Metro News, an
independent bookseller across the
street from Barnes & Noble. It an-
nounced its decision to close.

The Little Professor Book Shop
in downtown Plymouth said its
fate might be the same “if a
Barnes and Noble moved in a few
blocks away. But right now, we're
doing fine,” said Rob Tiplady,
sales sssociate, “Our customer

con't give discounts and sales like
the chain stores. We just don't
buy in the quantities that they do
1o offer such prices."

Mannino cautioned book Jovers
against the “bottom-line buying”
of the bookstore chains, which
could affect the publishing world
and fts ability to intreduce new or
ualternative authors,

“Books hove become a com-
modity and not the means of com-
municating ldeas from one
human being to another,” she
said, “The independents have al-
ways taken chances on huw orun-
known authors, I wonder if the
corporate-buying teams of nation-
ul boakstore chains will do the
same?"”

Barnes and Nobles' Becker sald
the concern was unfounded, “Of
our 100,000 titles, all are not best-
sellers, What else comprises our
inventory but local authoss, small
publishing houses and university
presses? Ench store has racks of
off-the-beaten-path bhooks. Every
angle, every subject, every view
point is represented at Bornes
and Noble.”

Bill would force disclosure
of secret suit settlements ..

By TtM RICHARD
STAKY WIITER

Local governments would no
longer be able to hide lawsuit set-
tlements — but businesses could
— under a bill before the state
House of Representatives.

Recommended by the House
Judiciary Cammittee last weck,
the bill declures that any secret
settlement “is against pubtic poli-
cy and is void.”

The bill by Rep. Michuet Grif-
fin, D-Jackson, is aimed ugainst
the practice of governmental units
poylng off plaintiffs, requiring
that the payment be kept secret,

Jazz ensemble
performs at QU

Ouakland Unlversity's Vocal
Jazz Ensemble and Afram Jazz
Ensemble will perform at 8 p.m.
‘Thursday, Nov, 18, in Varner Re-
cital Hall on campus,

‘Tickets are $6. Call 370-3043.

Straight Talk
tackles cloning

“Cloning Humun Beings: Are
We Stepping Over the Line? is
the next Straight Talk subject
hosted by Fox 50 news anchor
Amyre Makupson,

Taping is 5 p.m. Friday at
WKBD studios, 26905 West 11
Mile, in Southficld, The program
is to be aired 7 n.m. Saturday. To
be purt of the studio audience,
make a reservation by calling 355-
7089. No tickets are necessary.

Wednesday, November 17, 1993

Patrick Carnes, nationally known author

and speaker on addiction and recovary Issues, will
take you on an extraordinary Joumey through the
12 Steps. He will illustrate the value of gentleness
and surrender for those in the recovery process.
Autograph session follows both talks.

Call Church of Today ot (313) 758-3050 for injormation.

Church of foday
Presents...

Patrick
Cames

“A Gentle Path
Through Healing”

1:00 & 7:30 p.m,

Church of Today
11200 11 Milo Road East
Warren, M1 48089

(313) 758-3050

No Money Down! No Interest!
No Payment Until May 1994!*

Buy An Amana High Efficiency Furnace,
Or An Amana Central
Air Conditioner With A
High Efficiency Furnace,
{353| And Get One Hot Deal!
Hurry, Limited Time Offer
Ses your Amana Dealer For Details
Ouabty Instataton By Factory Traned Delers
*To apkant wh g.okbed ordl

A.J. DANBOISE SON, INC.
FARMINGTON HILLS

B\

(313) 477-3626 ,

arsco

Manufactuning Co. Inc.
3564 Diue Rock Aoad, Cincinnatl, Ohia 45247

DON'T PAINT YOUR
RADIATORS

FREE Procict Brochute
FREE Onste Estmates

oyl

und asking the circuit court to
seal the records.

The government then hides the
puyment by including it in a Jump
Bum payment to its attorney. The
attorney writes the plaintill a
check — not a public record un-
der Michigan's Freedom of Infor-
mation Act.

The Lill applics to counties, cit-
ies, villages, townships, special
authorities, public universities,
community colleges, special ase
sessment districts and all other
hoards created by either state law
or municipal charter,

Griffin introduced the bill two
years ago after public outery when
the Jackson County Board of
Commissioners made o secret set-
tlement with two pri wheo

to six no with one abstention and'=
six absent.

The issue was brought to light |
nationally in December 1991 by :
Texas attorney Bob Glbbins in '
the American Bar Association
Journal, !

In “Secrecy versus Safety,” *
Gibbins argued that companies
like Upjohn, Dow Corning,
McNeilab Inc. and Cessna Alr-
craft not only hid their payouts
from stockholders, but the gag or-
ders prohibited public release of
product safety information. Even
scientific journals were prohibited
from discusaing adverse effects of
painkilling medicines, Gibbins
sald. -
The Dow Coming case involved
breast impl Plaintifls’ attor-

had been beaten up in the jail.
Rep, David Gubow, D-Hunt-
ington Woods, sought to expand
the bill to all parties, including
businesses, With 10 votes needed
in committee, Republicans reject-
ed Gubow's amendment, five yes

neys say hundreds of wamen nev-
er would have asked for Implants
if facts about earlier cases hadn't
been sealed in court records, .

Refer to House Bill 4577 when
writing to your state representa-
tive in Lansing.

Education plan is Keane’s topic.

Williem G. Keane, superin-
tendent of Qakland Schools, will
speak on “How will Gov. Engler's
education proposals affect you” 7-
8:45 p.m. today at the Troy Li-
brary, 510 Big Beaver (in the Troy
Civic Center complex, just east of
1-75 and north of Big Beaver),

Issues to be discussed include

charter schools, eliminntion of the
property tax und its replacement
and teacher retirement. A gues-
tion-and-answer session will fol-
low,

The talk is sponsored by the
Lambda Chapter of Delta Kappa
Gamma.

Wednedsay Nov. 17th 8-5
Thursday Nov. 18th 9-5

. Annie's Antics

EVERYTHING REDUCED.wfo . 75%. OFF

AT COMMERCE PLACE’ -

2045 W, Maple Road * Sulte D403 » Walled Lake-
{1 mike west of Haggerty Rd « Between Welch Rd. and Decker Rd.)

(313) 669-6010

utie
Children's Apparel

SALE

Friday Nov. 19th 9-5 3
Saturday Nov. 20th 10-4°
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' CDs for people
who aren’t afraid §

of heights.

4.00%

i5-month SO

Put Your Money To Work
In A Higher-Paying Position.

Here's your chance to advance with higher carnings
and guaranteed security in a CD. But this rate is
only being offered for a limited time, and only at
First of America Bank. As always, depositors are FDIC
insured up to $100,000. And the rate is locked in for
the full 15-month term of the certificate. So if you're
looking for a safe and secure investmem that’s
suaranteed to pay off, come to First of America. And
open a CD that's bound to raise your money's carning
power to a new level,

RISING RATE CD*

Annual Yercentage Yield
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Lock Up A Rising Rate With A :
CD That Won't Lock You In.

Every six months of its initial two-year term, our Rising
Rate CD) gives you a guaranteed increase in your interest
rate without locking you in. The rate camed for each six-
month period rises as the chart above indicates, giving
you a 4.75% APY during the final six-month period.* And
you can withdraw all of your investment within the first 10
days of any six-month interval of its initial two-year term

. 1
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without penalty, The ¥
isonly $1,000. The Rising Rate CD. The liquidity you want,
with the guaranteed interest growth you need.

For more information about two of the highest-performing Cls you Ul sce this year,

call or visit your nearest First of America bank office today.

A bank for Life®

$1,000 sinimum depesit. A pesalty may be impased for early witkdrawal other thax perinds stated adore. Deposit limits opply. Indisiduals and sole
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