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Crash victim mourned

Granddaughter loved little kids, Hills womai;& says

By Cris McCosky
STary WRITER

'On the day 20-year-oli) Devanie
Pacholek was buried, the mora)
and legal issuer surrounding her
deatlh last Friduy were inaignifi-
cant, almost ierelevant.

‘As friends and family gothered
Monday at the Schrader-Howell
Funeral Home in Plymouth, the
focus was not drinking and driv-
ing, or Windsor's lower drinking
age, or even the ongoing criminal
investigation of the head.on colli-
ston on the Ambuassader Bridge
that killed Pacholek and a 26-
yenr-old Windsor resident.

tThe focus was on a loving and
beloved young woman whose pas-
sfons were musie, animals and
children. A woman whose life
ended before she could ligure out
the exact shape and direction she
wanted It to go.

Always smiling

“We were going through phote.
graphs of Devanie, trying to de-
cide which anes to display with
the closed casket,” sald Dennis

Savage, Devanie's father.

“She is smiling in every one.
And {t’s not like I had to wait (o
capture the moment. She was ale
ways smiling."

Pacholek grew up in Conten
Township. Savage and her
mothier, Dianne, were divorced,
She lived in Canton with her
mother until she was 18, then
moved in with her father. She
graduated from Livonia Churchill
High School.

She was u student at School-
craft Community College and
worked far Plymouth veterinarion
Kevin Roose.

“She really loved Nitle kids,"
saidd Marilyn Pacholek of Farm.
ington Hills, Devanie's grand-
mother. “She has a new baby
brether (Trey, six menths) and o
younger brother (Dane, 10} and o
sister (Mallory, 8), that she spent
n lot of time with. She tolked
nbout wanting to work with kids.”

Pacholek and three others were
driving home from a har in Wind-
sor at about 1 a.m. Friday. The
1990 Ford Escort, driven by 20-
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year-old Kristen Hughes of West.
Jand, apparently crossed the cen-
ter line on the Ambassador
Bridge and crashed head-on into
0 1979 Ford Mustang.

Pacholek and Lisa Richardson,
a pussenger in the Mustang, were
killed, Hughes, 20-year-old Theo-
dore Nenkin and the driver of the
Mustang, Dennis Horalson, 25, of
Taylor, were critically injured.
Larry Lantgios of Plymouth, the
fourth passcnger in Hughes' car,
was treoted and released.

Investigation continues

Pollce were still investigaling
the accident Monday, They sus-
peet that nleohol was involved.
Although, according to Dennis
Savage, neither Pacholek nor
Lantgios were drunk, -

“The boy (Lantgios} came to
my house and tried to explain ev-
erything to me,” Savage said, “He
sald he had his alcohol level test-
ed and it came up to the equiva-

lent of one beer. He gnid nobody
knew that Kristen was drunk, She
did nat appear drunk. We're won-
dering il moybe she just wasn't
used to driving such o small car
on that bridge.”

As for Devanle, hoth Savage
and Marilyn Pacholek say she
was an extremely light drinker.

“1t’s always been OK for her to
drink if she wanted to,” Snvage
said. “It was always OK with us
hecsuse she always used good
Jjudgment. On her graduation day
she hod a half of a wine cooler. A
half, not a whole, She didn't like
to drink. She went to Windsor to
dance and to socialize.”

Went to sociatize

Marilyn Pacholck snid thot she
took only 85 with her to Windsor,

“She was too tight with the
money,” she said. “There's just
no way she would spend a lot of
money to get drunk."”

Savage said he wasn't all that

Interested in the investigation.
“Qur understanding s that
(Hughes} is in grave condition,”
Savage said. “There arce two sides
to this; There is what has hap-
pened to us and what’s happening
legally, The legalities are just not
relevant to us. Our proyers go out
to Kristen Hughes and her family.
There is no criticism or snimosity
atall.” y
Marilyn Pacholek expressed
displeasure in the medin using
the death of her granddaughter to
highlight the potential hazards of
Windsor's younger drinking age.
The drinking age in Windsor is

:‘ll doesn't matter what age
timic they put on it,” she said. “If

dpeu'ple want to drink, they will ;

rink, It won’t do any g
raise the drinking age.”

Beeause music brought so
much joy to Devanie, Dennis Sav- -

age took great care in selecting the
music for the funeral.

“The perfect song would have
been *Tears in Heaven,'” he said,

referting to a song Eric Clapton
wrote about the death of his 6-

year-old son. “But it would have

been too gut-wrenching”

The song contains the lne, °

“Will you be the same, if | saw
you in heaven?”
“We are all going to miss De.

vanie very much,” Savage said, |

“But we all will be seeing her in
heaven.”
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How can a multiple car family
minimize insurance costs? No problem.
Auto-Owners gives families with 1wo or more cars a reduced

ce rate, That makes their exceptional auto coverage
and claims service even more attractive.

So if you're a multiple car family trying to minimize insurance
costs—call your **no problem'* Auto-Owners agent and find
out how this discount can be **no problem® for you.
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Our nurses assist you and your
newborn after you're home.

Botsford’s knowledgeable stalT of physicians and nurses are dedicated to providing
personal, compassionate care for you and your baby—cvery step of the way:

At our pre-natal and childbirth education programs, you'll learn about proper
nutrition, what to expect of your labor and delivery, plus you can take advantage of
our water acrobics program. o

As part of our personalized care, we offer traditional delivery as well as birthirig
suites and family-centered care. Botsford's neonatologist and pediatric staff are
available to care for babies who may need specialized care. Before you leave the
hospital, you will receive an educational handbook that provides useful information
about caring lor your newborn,

Once you are home, a registered nurse will visit you, free of charge, to check on.
how you and your baby are doing. 1f you need assistance at any time during your first
days at home, our 24-hour telephone hotline will connect you with a Botsford General
Hospital nurse, who will gladly answer any questions you may have.
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Call Health Match at (313) 442-7900 today for an obstetrician, a pcdlatriéliin_,
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