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Ernie Harwell shares stories of baseball, Bible :

Bly JUI.u-: Bnowu

1t's hurd w believe, but base-
ball announcer Ernle Harwell at
one time considered himaelf
tongue-tied.

“Through the grace of God, 1
overcame that handicap,” said
Harwell, in recalling his visits to
an elocution teacher in his
younger days. He went on to a
distinguished carcer as a hascball
announcer, and for muny years
has been the voice of the Detroit
Tigers on WJR-AM radio,

“Bascball’s a great gome and
the Tigera are o great franchise,”
suid Harwell during a Sunday,
Nov, 14, morning service at West
Plymouth Community Church,
Some 350 to 376 church members
and guests turned out to listen to
Horwell's storics of baseball and
of his Christian faith.

Those attending welcomed
Harwell and his wife, Lulu, with a
rousing rendition of “Take Me
Out to the Ballgame.” The Rev.
Phil Rogers, pastor, recalled his
own days as an 8-year-old living
Downriver and playing Little
League during thut magical 1968
season when the Tigers won the
World Serfes,

“We realize that Ernie Harwell
ir much more than a Lasehalt an-
nouncer,” Rogers said, “He has
‘created a lot of memories.”

Stories to tell

The Georgin native, who was
born in 1918, came from humble
beginnings, His father had multi.
ple sclerosin, and Harwell's
mother supported the family by
making sandwiches and cakes.

‘The Horwell boya sold things to
help out,

“l wanted to play baseball in
the worst way, and that's how {
ployed it Harwell, who was in-
ducted into the National Basehall
Hall of Fame at Cooperstown,
N.Y., in 1981, realized he would
never make it in the majors.

In high school, he wrote to The
Sporting News editor in St. Louls,
and beecame that publication's At-
lanta correspondent. He fater got
a job at the Atlanta Constitution
“mainly doing things nobody else
wanted to do.”

He started In radio in the minor
leagues. Following service in the
Marine Corps during World War
11, he set his sights on the majors,

*1 still had an emptiness, a
void in my heart that needed fill.
ing.” He'd been a regular chur-
chgoer, but didn’t have much of
relationship with God.

“Our attitude was pretty much
if we went to church, did a few
good deeds and stayed out of ev-
eryone's way, we would go to
heaven.”

His success os o major league
announcer in Baltimare and other
cities didn't bring fulfillment, All
that changed in 1961 when he
went to a Billy Graham Easter
setvice while with the Tigers dur.
Ing spring training in Florida.

“God has set my priorities in
order, I made Him my Lord and
my savior from then on.”

Harwell, who took some time
after the Sunday service to sign
autographs, recolled the thrill of
playing cards with Jackie Robin-
son, Roy Campanella, Pee Wee
Reese and other bascball greats,

On to Tokyo

Spartan effort: Theresa Kuclo of Farmington Hills is
a member of the Michigan State University dance

He recalled Robinson’s break-
ing of baseball’s color line in 1948
with the then-Brookiyn Dodgers.
“It was quite an experiment, o
noble experiment by Branch Rie.
key." Robinson was the ideal
choice as major lengue bascholl’s
first black player, he said, not
only because of his playing skill
but also because of his ability to
turn the ather cheek,

“Jackie 1 think was lhe most
exciting player | l:w.'r suw."” Willie

oys of New York (later San
l-‘ranmcn) Giants fame Iy the best
player Harwell ever saw,

He remembered a catch Mays
made in Pittsburgh when he was

a rookle, “Willie made the great.
est catch 1've ever seen.” Mays
couldn’t catch the line drive with
his glove, but caught it with his
bare hand.

He came back to the dugout
and the more seasoned players re-
mained silent, to tease the rookie.
Mays psked manager Leo Duro-
cher about the catch, and Duro-
cher responded “Willle, T didn't
see it, go out and do It again.”

On to Detroit

‘' Harwell's arrival In Detroit in-
troduced him to a number of
‘Tiger ployers and fans, I came to
Detroit in 1360 and the people of
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Not long gone: Ernie Harwell shares stories with mem-
bers and guests of West Plymouth Community Church.
Harwell, who recently retired from broadcasting, will re-
main with the Tigers in a public relations capacity.

Cards convey message of love

By E'rur%l. SIMMONS
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E Besides the message of

good cheer they send to

the reciplents, the cards also cone

» vey & message that they are help-

ing a worthy cause. Proceeds from

the sale of the cards go to the or-

gonizations that assiet children
and adults in speciol ways.

The Roainbow Connection,
headquartered in  Rochester,
grants wishes of children with
life-threatening  illnesses. 'This
year, there are eight different
cards to choose from. The cards
will be on display at offices of the
Rainbow Connection, 527 N. Pine
in ‘downtown Rochester, and at
the Livonia Civic Library, 3277
Five Mile Road, Livonia.

Cards submitted by this and
ather organizations also are being
displayed at all five offices of The

hese Christmas cards have
a1 extro message.

Observer & Eccentric through the
holiday season. Readers may stop
in at any O&E office to look
through the Christmas card book,
select cards and find out how to
contact the organization for or.
ders, The Forminglon Observer
office is at 21898 Farmington
Road, Farmington (477-5450).

‘The Christ Child Socicty of De-
troit is offering three different
Christmas cards, including n
Hummel religious card. The soci-
ety provides personal services to
needy chlldn.n lhmup,huut ‘h(i'

have inl, ln.'en

great tom

He conaldem Al Kaline the best,

Tiger of all time. “I'm just glad
he’s still around and doing the
telecasts along with George Kell,”
Cecil Ficlder's a fine player too, a8

was the Inte Norm Cash, who was

a friend to all. “He toved to play
ball, no question about that.”

Harwell has fond memories of .

Mark “The Bird" Fidrych, who
played for the team in the 1970s.

Fidrych was a “sweet kind of *

guy,” but not too aodept with

words, One time in Kansas City,

Harwell oaked him obout the
team physician’s opinion of his
arm Injury.

Fidrych replicd that the doctor
knew little about such injuries.
“He's a skin doctor. He's one of

those gynccologists,” he told
Huorwell,
Harwell didn't mention  his

abrupt firing by former Tigers
owner Tom Monaghan or hia re-
turn to the broadcaating booth af-
ter the team was bought by Mike
itch. He had nothing hut praise
for the team and its team chopel
program,

That program hos now spread
into the minor lengues and other
sports, “I've seen a lot of athletes
devote themselves to  Jesus.”
Those include such current and
former Tigers a8 Frank Tanano,
Travis Fryman and Milt Cuyler.

Harwell recalled the story of
one of the two Yankees who made
headlines by announcing in the
carly 19708 that they planned to
swap wives, That player was later
traded to the Texas Rangers,
where he met player Danny

and teddy bear on a carousel
horse.

Some orgenizations® cards are
hased on drawings from individu.
als who use their services. The
Atc of Northwest Wayne County,
with offices in Redford, offers two
designe drawn by local residents
with disabilities, Heidi VanEe of
Plymouth and Donovan Clay of
Detroit, who both work at
S.T.E.P. in Livonia. The Founda-
tion for Mentally Il Chitdren,_,
Inc., in Bloomfield Hills has cho.
sen a card designed by a 13.year-

who had leukemia -
nnd, was dying ‘but continued to

play.

*“Fritz dedicated his lifc to the |
Lord” after meeting Thompson, '
Harwell said. “God can work °
wonders wherever he ig, in the
lacker room or the church. "

“I'm richly honored that God ™
loves me,” Hurwell said. “Since
I've.given my life to Jesus, I've «
had a peace I've never had before.

“It's like knowing the finalll
score of the game. Sooner or later, 3
the outcome is going to be on
God's side.”

Rogers, the pastar, told thoae-»
attending how Harwell an- .
nounced on the afr the name of
his_former second.grade Sunday*”
school teacher, who's battling®
cancer. “She called me and she:;
was 50 excited because he men-
tioned her name. I think he is the "
epitome of humility.”

fter Harwell's speech, Diana™ "

. Rogers, the pastor’s wife, present-"2

ed Lulu Harwell with a bouquet 3
of flowers. The Harwells, who live::
in Farmington Hills, have been:

matvied for 62 years and have fuur -
chlldron. .

" Mary Nalepka was ameng those f,
who enjoyed hearing Harwell |
spenk. “I'm glad to have finally
got to meet him. I think he's won-
derful, and I wish him all the
best, always,” said Nalepka, who
works in the Plymouth Township .
clerk’s office. =

Attendance was nearly four-
times what it would be on a nor-~:
mal Sundny

“We're Just glad to have !hc
people here,” said Rogers. :

old student at Fairlawn Child/ @
Adolescent Psychiatric Ccnu‘r. 5

field has 12 different cards,
cluding religious themes for ado-
ration and for Might; contempo.
rary for a city scene and birds and
trees; and nostalgic, for a Currie:
& Ives design.

The Michigan Cancer Founda-
tion in Detroit haos a range of
cight designs, with everything .
from a palnr bear to “Mother and
Chiid,

race, creed or nallunnl origin,

Cranbrook Hospice Core of
Bloomficld Hills has four cards,
with designs including a reindeer,
partridge, flight and cherubs,
Four cards from the Children's
Hospital of Michigan Auxiliary
have themes of a teddy bhear,
snowman, gingerbread cookies

Is Your Business
Lost In A Line Of Competition?

Affording the best is not the
question...finding the best is.

Afirst. ..
Apartment living in a
Skilled Nursing Facility

For the discriminating person
requiring an elegant environment

Bortz

Formiy owned and operated for ovor 33 yoars
Moacore approved

team, The Motion. The 1992 Harrison High gradu-
il . 1 epaonces T {
SZL;J I;U'l!” gle%tg;‘m;t the Coca-Cola bow! in Tokyo, T ST R
4 T 27
5 7 V 5 4
w_| .4 3% | ) ITRP2 W
R P Y AREACd VAmEard VA

In an extremsly competitive market, your
business lsn't one-of-a-kind.

In the GETTING TO KNOW YOU program, It s.
Our unique new homeowner welcoming service will
help you stand out from the crowd, reach a select
new market and make a lasting impression!
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CETrING=To RNOW-YOU:

WELCOMING NEWCOMERS NATOMVDE
" For Eponorship detaita, call 1:000-255-4859 .. . R

YOUR BREAST
F prosTHESIS
MAKES YOU FEEL AS

Active, Inc, has develof

THOUGH YOU ARE CARRYING
THE WEIGHT OF THE WORLD
ON YOUR SHOULDERS,STOP!

*“Actlve Lite,” a line of

reduced welght (30% lighter) sllicone breastforms,
Have the naturs! look, feel and confidence that you ha

with your present bresstform, with » fraction of the -reln\.

EXPERIENCE THE ACTIVE LITE DIFFERENCE!
ANNETTE'S UNIQUE BOUTIQUE

F Imousing 1o pick you up for a personal tour of our facilty. 30880 Van DyKe  (in The Frumbrook Medical Center)
rowime . (313) 795-5020
: 6470 Alden Drive 1255 W, Silverbell Rd. ¢ .
. Oichord Lake . Orion [
: 363-4121 391-0900 For theife youoad!
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SPECIAL

AT

“A truly portable soft spa”
Fill it up and plug it in

regular

price

2199

SHLE s2399

| “Enjoy Christrmas with the family” °

Choose from:

Coleman * Viking *

« Great Lakes Spas

ALL FLOOR MODELS MUST GO &
YOU CAN REALLY SAVE A BUNDLE

VISIT OUR BEAUTIFUL SHOWROOMS




