The Observer/ THURSDAY, Novemnén 26, 1593

“According to
West Bloomlield
authots  Jan
Greenberg and
Karen A. Katz,
writing a novel
- can_be double
the fun when it’s
a_collaborative
offort with''a
close frlend.

The two, whe
met cach other
12 years ago“at
their children’s

nursery school, are celebrating the
fruits of thefr collak i

VICTORIA
DIAZ

the making of the movie for a fow
days,” saye Katz. “Then, when we
went to Toronto, we spent two or
three doys working s extras —
about 14 hours every day. It was
fantastic. And we actuelly ended
up on the screen, too — in the
wedding sceno toward the end of
the film.” ’

Other rescarch included a day-
long visit to the offices of Detrolt
Metropolitan Woman, where they
met with editor Alice Sieloff, Katz

also scouted background locales
in Los Angeles {cspeclally Rodeo
Drive), the streets of Chicago and
the exclusive neighborhoods of
Georgetown in Washingtan, D.C.,
where much of the action in the
novel takes place.

In writing “Something Bor-
rowed, Somcthing Blue,” they
also discovered themselves cxpe-
riencing a genuine marriage of the
minds. As one writer sat at a com-
puter typing the story each day,

the other alwaya literally at her
slde, they recall that, after awhile,
they found themselves suddenly
coming up with the sume words,
or the same set of words, at the
same time, and often finishing
cach other's sentences, down to
the last word,

‘They usually spent about five
hours a day together, working on
the book, and then often tele-
phoned each other after hours to
work on leftover ideas, On days

when they couldn’t get together,
they worked over the phone. But,
despite all the h aver

duo pens romance/suspense novel

Nov. 18, at Barnes & Noble,
Maple and Telegraph, in Bloom-
field "F hip. Fans can also

the 11 months it took to complete
the novel, thoy ean recall no argu-
ments, not even a cross word in
the course of eventa,

“When we started this together,
we put our egos aside,” says Katz

‘Together, they will be meeting
‘u-uders‘ Pnd“ slgnim‘; ‘_copimt _ol‘

Blue” ot 7:30 p.m. Thursday,

meet the two authors at 1:30 p.m.
Saturduy, Nov. 27 at B. Dalton
bookseller, Westland Mall,
Wayne and Warzen.

Victoria Diaz of Livonia, a long-
time member of Detroit Women
Writers, tracks the books and lit-
erary industry for the Obscrver &
Eccentric Newspapers.

P " "

this
.."L""""u“s "their !'mzt novel,

Blue” (Doubledny), makes its do-
but in bookstores across the coini-
. 0

Already, “Something Borrowcd,
Something Blue”— written under
the pseudonym, Jilllan Karr —
has made an appearance on the
Detroit Free Press bestscller list,
In October, Cosmopolitan maga.
zine excerpted the novel. And
CBS.TV has recently optioned
the story, with an eye toward
making it into a movie of the
week. .

Not surprisingly, Greenberg, a
prolific romance novelist (who
wriles as Jill Gregory) and Katz, a
painter and former journalist, are
hord at work on a second novel.
Like “Something Borrowed,
Something Blue,” it will be a “ro-
manee/suspense/thriller.”

The writing of tho first novel
came about sfter the two hed col-

inborated two years ago on a nen-

fiction hook entitled, “What Does
Belng Jewish Mean?” The book,
co-written with Rabbi E.B. Freed.
man and published initially by
Prentice-Hull, has since been
brought out by Simon &
Schuster’s Fireside Books. “We
had such a good time writing the
first book, we sort of looked at
each other one day and snid, Why
not try fiction?” recalls Green-
berg.

Not long after, the two {riends
were meeting cvery afternoon,
usually in Greenberg's at-home
_office. With scratch pads and
plenty of coffee at hand, they be.
gon brainstorming ideas for the
story they would write, and also
started to develop characters for
that story. ;

“We were hath definitely inter.
ested in writing women’s fictlon,”
soys Greenberg. “And we came up
with this ides of writing a story
about four strong, dynamic wom-
en — all brides. to-be, but all dia-

tinetly different.” .

Ench of the future brides i
- hing Borrowed, § hi
Blue” — a New York model, an

actress, an editor of a bridal mag.
azine, and o Livonia hairdresser
— hatbors a dark secret that she
must face down as her dreamed-of
wedding day approaches. Prepub.
lication notices called the partial-
ly-set-in-Michigan romance “a
sizzling tale of four weddings, four
women, and four lives on a colli-
sion course with violent passions
and dangerous desires.”

Not all the “writing" of the
book invelved sitting at a desk.
To rescarch the character of the
actress and the world of mo. .
viemaking, lor instance, the nov-
elists traveled to Toronto, where
they ended up making an appear-
ance in the recent movie, “Used
People,” .

“My brother, John Tintori, was
the cditor on the film, and we
nsked him if we could just watch

OU begins
deterrents

Oakland University hes in-
stalled scven panic buttons on
compus to alert police in the
event of an emergency, iR
.. The huttons, which connect the
user to police 911 operators, re
part of 10-foot poles with flashing
blue lights on top and the word
“Emergency” printed on the side,’

Each of the emergency poles
cast $2,000 to install and are situ-
ated along the sidewalk in various
outdoor scttings,

- OU has also increesed lighting
between campus buildings and
started bicycle police patrols’to
deter crime on campus. b

Social Security,
:book on sale

o
1

‘Sccurity Handbook s for sale. [;

77 The book explains how the syas)
.tem works, who is entitled to ben*
efita and how to get benefits,

..Books cost $20 each. A 25-por-.—|

cent discount applics to orders of
00 copies or more. Call 202783~
238 to order. 4

*"The 11th edition of the Soclal _

igeof T
surrey of Metto Delroit area Linooln-Sescury
Dealers on October 12 through 13, 1993, Some
frices highes, some by, Title and axes eatra.
Sae war Metro Detrit arey Lincoln-Mercury
Dealex for his price and details. 793 Vitlager
GS aritl PLP 6924 MSRP 820,104 and "84
Seble G5 with PEP 4514 MSRP 819,365

excliudes title, baxes, licemse fee, Lesse pay-
ment based on 9135% of MSRP for
Villager and 84.53% of MSRP for SuNe
Jor Hemo closad end Ford Ceedit Red
Carpel lesses purchased in the Grest
Lales Region for the period of 9/92-
993 Some pmts. higher, some ke,
Sevdaaler for pmiftenns, Lessce may
have the oplion to buy wehute al
lease erid at a price neyviiatad with
adacler 3t signing. Lessee respousi-
e for extess wearftear and
mileage over 30,000 at

St Credt appronif { oo z}'(";’s

insurability detesmined by 4252444

Ford Credit. Total amount
of monthty payments is

§7.076 for Villager ond
$5.976 or Sable, o spee
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