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STREET CRACKS

: Drew Catey

Comics joke
with an aim
to help center

* By BoB SADLER
- Srreiat WRETER
One is on the verge of big-time comedy success;
" the othcr refers to himself as “a baby on the
* seene.”
One halls from Cleveland; the other grew up in

. Michigan's Upper Penninsula,

Both still look like their high schoo! yearbaok
picture — one by choice, the other simply because

. not much time has elapsed,

And now, they will appear on the same stage

’ together, as part of a Dec. 6 benefit for the Epilep-

sy Center of Michigan at Mark Ridley's Comedy
Castle in Royal Oak,
- Drew Corey, wearing his crew cut, giasses and
. dark suit with thin tie, looks like he could have
‘been a volunteer for the 1968 Hubert Humphrey
campaign. He is one of the stars of the upcoming
NBC serics “The Good Life,” and will headline
the benefit, *The First Annual Laugh Revue,”
Born and raised in Cleveland, Carey has been
practicing the stand-up cralt since 1985 — and
now, his star is truly on the rise. “The Good Life"”
has been billed as an * ‘Odd Couple’ for the '80s.”
NBC has high hopes for the show, which is cur-
rently slated for NBC's mid-season schedule and
may premiere in the enviable post-Super Bowl
time slot.

1n nddition, Carey also recently appenred in an
October Showtime cable special, “Human Car-
toon."” In addition, he is o veteran of several guest
:appearances on “Late Night with David Letter.
: man* and “The Tonight Show.” In fact, it was
* Carey's appearance on “The Tonight Show" with
Johnny Carson that served as his big break.

1t “Friends who were there told me Carson was
:laughing s0 hard that he had to hold en to his

+ desk 80 he wouldn’t fall out of his chair,” Carey

. snid in an interview with "The Hollywood Report-

s er.” “He called me over at the end of the set, sat

! ine down and kept me there the whole show. With-
in weeks, I was turning down offers I would have
crawled ocross broken glass to get hefore that ap.
pearance.”

. Incontrast to Carey and his national notariety,
*.Joel Zimmer of Plymouth is definitely the “baby
on the scene™ he proclaims himself to be. His
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At The Mike

R THE SOUNDS OF COMEDY ... Some people just
have the look of “funny” some undefinable
quality that just exudes humor. Ed Fiala is
one of those people, Sound effects are a major
part of his act, so you ¢an be assured of a
totatly sensory comic experience when Fiala
bringa his humor to Chaplin’s East in Clinton
Township Tuesday through Saturday, Nov.
30-Dec. 4. Call 792.1902 for reservations,

B RETURN OF CHONG .., B.Y.O.B. tnkes on new
meaning when Tommy Chong rcturns to
Mark Ridley's Comedy Castle Friday and
Saturdny, Dec, 3-4 - Bring your own bong! If'
you ask him nicely, he might do a few bars of
“Santa Claus and His Old Lady." ‘Tis the sea-
son. Call 542-9900 for reservations,

LOOKING AHEAD

What to watch for in Street Scene next week:

-® Christina Fuoco's report on Groove Spoon and
its new CD "Psychic Gyration."

.. B John Monaghan's look at the latest in alterna-

“five movies.

u It probably wouldn't be pot-
ite to say they're unconven-
tional, just because The Lud-
dites defy musical pidgeonhol-
ing, Whatever, the group has
found unique a style they en-
joy.

By MARK GALLO
SPECIAL WHITER

You can't call it
folk rock, nat in the
conventional sense.
Convention and
the Luddites are
complete strangers,
Sometimes they
Lring to mind bands like Poi Dog
Pondering or Throwing Muses, but
don't think you have them pegged.
They do a drop-dead perfect rendi-
tion of Jonathan Richmen’s “Na-
ture's Mosquito,” o hilariously
twisted new country original called
“My Ex" that sounds like Austin’s
Jean Caffeine a bit, and another,
original, “Lucy and the Dervish,”
that features a harmonica-trombone
duct.

Live, you'll usuolly find them
augmented by Frank and George

l If they aren’t availabl.
the horn section (rom the local ska-
sters the Exceptions are employed.
This is not n ho-hum band that's
crawled into n warm and fuzzy little
musical plgeonhole.

B _ STREET BEATS

Bassist David Glovannucei, who
used to front Happy As Clams and
is o possessor of one of the two
Ph.D.s in the group (he and har-
monica player David Turner are
biologists), calls their sound “mini-
mal" and “big acoustic,”

Lest anyone make a false assump-
tion that this is a bandwagon-hopp-
ing “unplugged” thing going on, o
movement which he says they pre-
dated by a couple of yenrs anyhow,
uitarist Michael Levitt matter-of-
factly proclnims that the Luddites
*“don’t seund like anything you've
heard before.”

Luddites: P

uniqueness

Teuly unlque: The Luddites are David Giovannucci (from left), David Turner, Lisa Pisarkiewicz-

Goedart and Mike Levitt.

‘They rehiearse sporadically, but
may only play a couple times per
month.

“We're o pretty casual lot,"
Giovannucei vaid with typical und.
“\Vhen we play, iU's

Lign P Goedert, a pho-
tography/arts major at Wayne State
{where the core members came Lo-
gether o few years ngo) and a classi-
cally trained vocalist who used to do
lead throat chores for synth-rockers
Liquid 1D, calls the Luddites a
“theatrical” nnd “enti-machinery”
conglomeration. Summing up the
band, she says: “They write gootl
songs and they don't take them-
selves too seriously,”

“We kind of like cach other,” she
adds,

That last statement is almost the
band manifesto,

According to Giovannueci, wha
calls the Luddites “the loziest band
in Detroit,” the appeal of belng a
mer.r'\lmr is “as much social as it is
art.’

fresh. We have a good time.”

That's apparent by their grawing
leggion of fans, who have taken them
oul of the coffechouses, where
Giovannueci says the band took up
holf of the available sjface, to “play-
ing bars now, which is kind of a new
venue for us,”

Percussionist Alfredo Berdoyes
praises the band for its “totat free-
dom,” pointing out that “there is no
one ego that dominntes,” While he
atlows that his congay, bongos and
timhales “probably took it intoa
slightly different direction,” IUs the
“grent collaboration® of the mem-
bers that he feels ereates their un-
iqueness.

All the songs are *designed for the
lineup of the band,” according to

Levitt, which alao adds to their
unique allure,

Giovannucci, who doesn't offer
any ohvious influences, says “styl-
istically, we're all over the place.”
He does, however, point to Paul
Simon, Elvis Costello antd John Hi-
a1t a8 the sort of people of whom he
aspires to “emulate their frecdom.”
Given the country, acoustic rock,
jnzz and folk clements, not to men-
tion the occasional bluesy licks that
pop up here and there, the Luddites
certainly scem to have worked them.
selves into u one-band niche,

“I have a dcep passion for a lot of
different kinds of muaie,” says Stu.
art Tucker, the Intest addition to the
Luddite lineup. The former
drummer with Nova Ovens still
plays the traps for a handful of local
blucs bands, like Chicago Pete, Lit-
tle Mae Collins and Back Door
Blues, so his resume is s Impres-
sive a3 you'll find hereabouts. His
taste in music is nlso something to
trust. When he came on board, he

knew full well what he was getting
into.

“They're lots of fun,” he says of
the band. *The fun never stops.”

The fun slowed down a tad in No-
vember so they could coneentrate on
recarding, By the time of their Dec,
3 Finney's show, they expect to have
an cight-song cassette ready. When
they return to Alvin's on the WSU
campus later in the month, they'il
be putting the finishing touches on
a CD that they hope to have in the
hip local stores by Christmas, or the
beginning of the year,

As Stuart Tucker sces it: “They're
o buneh goofballs, but they really
know how to play. It swings."

Indeed.

The Luddites will perform Friday,
Dec. 3, at Finney's Pub, 3965 Wood-
ward, Detroit. Cali 831-8070 for
mare information. They will also
play Saturday, Dec. 18, at Alvin's,
5756 Cass, Detroit, For mare infor-
mation, call 832-2355,

Sons of Soul: Tony Toni Tone — from left, Timothy Christian

Riley, D'Wayne Wiggins, and Raphael (Ray) Wiggins — opens
forJanet Jackson at Joe Louis Arena on Saturday and The
Palace of Auburn Hills on Sunday.

Musicianship important
to Tony Toni Tone

By CHrisTINA Fuoco
STAFF WRITER

‘Three years ago, Tony Toni Tone
redirected hip hop with their clever
musicianship interwoven with
catchy lyrics.

The 1990 album “The Revival”
produced three hits — *“Whatever
You Want,” "“Feels Good,” and “1t
Never Rains In Southern Califor-

0

With their new record, "“Sons of
Soul,” they took it a step forward,
This time they hired a steel guitar
player to play on the album —~
something not exactly standard in
thythm and blues or hip-hop music.

“He was spooked,” singer Rapha-
el (Ray) Wiggins snid about Califor-
nin guitarist Peter Corant. “He's in

his GOs or something. He ncver
played on this type of music, When
he got the tape and listened to ft, he
was surprised . . . really shocked.”

With the Tonys' track record, it's
ne surprise that the Tonys ventured
onto this turl. Drummer Timothy
Christinn Riley said the Tonys' mu-
sictanship is a nod to the past.

“We pay homage to the tradition
of R&B becouse we are a self-con-
tatned band that really plays, appre-
ciates and understands the rootsi-
ness of the music. But we are of the
hip-hop generation, So it's just a
natural part of our mentality to cre-
ate much the same way rappets do,”
Riley said,
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Tuesday, Nov. 30

THE CLOCKWHYS

With Last Minute at Blind Pig, 206-208 5.

First SL., Ann Arbor. (allemative rock)
6-8555

RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS VIDEO APPRECIA.
tonnight

3.0, 1815 N. Main St., Royal Oak. {vidco)
589-3344

Wednesday, Dec. 1

DICX DALE

With tho Gokdentones at Industry, 15 S. Sa.
gw;. ;;guoc. (instrumental suh)

MUSTANG BALLY
Ahvin's, 6756 Cass, Detrott. (blues)
832.2355

CONQRE.

80
The Ark, 637V S. Main St., Ann Arbor, {eth-
nkc)

IN CONCERT

761-1451

SPYRO GYRA

‘With Greg Korukas at Roya) Oak Music The-
atre, Rayal Qak, (jazz/new age)

645.6666

IMPATIENTS .

With Retlinghead at Blind Pig, 206-208 S.
First St., Ann Arbor. {altemativo rock)
996.8555

Thursday, Dec. 2
THE AFGHAN WHIGS
With Love Jones and special guest Mantha
Reeves at S1. Androw's Hall, 431 E. Con.
goss, Datiolt. (atternative rock)

1MELT

CUTTIN' HEADS
Ahin's, 575G Cass, Detroit. {allemative

rock)
832.2355
LEON REDBONE

The Ark, 637% S. Main St, Ann Ambor,
[coustic)

THEM'N'US
With Goddog o1 Grff's GAll, 49 N, Saginaw,
Ponugc?.gm efnative rock)

BARTONIANS

Wh Goper Block 2 Biind Pig. 206-208 S,
First St., Ann Arbor, (altemative fock)
9968555

Friday, Dec. 3.

FOUR HANDS

Mr, Musichead, 4212 16 Mile Road, Ster-
ling Helghts. (acoustic)

878.8097

SNANE OUT

lﬂi':. 2830 Jacob, Hamtramek. (oltemnative
roc!

875.6555

BMASHING PUMPKINS

With Swervedrtver ot the State Fair Colisa-
um, Woodward Avenue ot £ight Mile Road,
Detroif ég’ww oliemiative rock)

3354

KINWILSD

Fabutous Thunderbieds' frontman performs
along with the West Coast All Stars at the
Mojestic, Woodward Avenue, Detroit,
(blues)

645-6666
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