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The opportunity has arrived
for Madonna University,

It's been a half-dozen years
since the Livonla-based school
started its push in intercollegi-
ate sports, Now, another level
has been reached: Today, o Ma.
donna team will compete in an
NAIA natlonal tournoment for
the first time. .

‘The aport, of courye, is volley-
ball. The accomplishment is
hardly unexpected; indeed,
conch Jerry Abraham hos had
his last three teams on the
threshold of the NAIA Tourna-
ment.

The 1993 cdition finally broke
through, It did not come easily,
though, A pair of five-set wins,
first over Spring Arbor in the
championship mateh of the
NAIA District 23 Tournament
and then over Cincinnati Mount
St. Joseph in the Bi-Distrlct
playoff, were necessary.

“There was a lot of preasure
put on us (this season} because
Northwood was out, plus Julie
(Wood)} and I were coming in,”
said senjor middle hitter Korl
V‘Q Deluscn.‘

Madonna’s goal:
national crown

H VOLLEYBALL

talked to @ lot of coaches,” he
said. “I know somo teams have
gone out there and lost every
game, after getting caught up in
all the hype” He's learned
enough to avoid that pitfall,
rd, Northwood's success at

past tournoments is noteworthy,
‘The Northwomen reached the
tournament semifinals in '91
and have been to the quarterfi.
nals on two other occaslona,
That speaks well for this re.
gion’s strength in  volleyhall,
And Madonna has battled
Northwood for first place in Dis.
trict 23 for the past few years,
Talent is there

Madonna is seeded eighth
among the 20 teams contesting
for the championship, hosted by
Point Loma Nazarene, Included
in its five-team pool s No, 1
seed Montevallo College (Ala-
bamn), which comes in with a
42.3 record. Other pool foes are
Westmont (Calif.), 25-9; Nova
(Fla.), 29-6; and St. Andrew's
(SJ.C,). 25-10, They are unsced-

ed.
A‘l‘lr.uhum, like Van Deusen, is

Univerai

ruled
District 23 volleybalt for most of
the post decade, but switched to
NCAA Divislon II this season.
‘That left the door open for Ma-
donna,
Going for gold

But, as Van Deusen noted,
finding an open door and getting
through it can be two different
things., The Lady Crusaders
managed it, compiling a 43-6
record along the way.

So now what?

They've got their trip to the
nationals, a five-day December
vacation in San Diego, Whatever
clse they accomplish Is icing —
right?

Wrong. “We're going out there
to win it all,"” vowed Van
Deusen. “We're going for the
gold.”

Abraham scconded that atti-
tude, telling Van Deusen as she
left practice Monday: “We're on
abusiness trip, Kari,” .

It's difficult to predict how
the Crusnders wlll fare. Remem-
ber, unly two starters (rom Jast
year's team returned this sea-
son, And there are only two sen-
tors,

Two freshmen, a sophomore
and two transfers are omong the
top scven players. No one asso-
ciated with the team — includ-
ing the coach — has ever
reached this level of competi-

on,

That’s the dark side. Here's
the Lright: Two players, Van
Deusen and Julie Wood, have
competed in a national collegi-
ate Lournament. Both played at
Schoolerait College, making two
trips apicee to the NJCAA Tour-
noment,

Also, Abraham has been to
the past two NAIA T

ournn-
ments a8 an observer. “I've

“I'm really excited
about it,” he said. “We are defi-
nitely capable of doing it. I real-
1y think we can play with any of
these teams,

““They’re really playing strong
right now. Getting over that hill
in the Bi-District (against
Mount St. Joseph's) gave them a
whole lot more confidence.”

The abilities of Van Deusen,
Wood, setter Mazie Pilut (from
Redford Bishop Borgess), out-
side hitter Kelly McCausland
(Redford Union), middle hitter
Julie Martin (Livonia Steven-
son), and outside hitter Mo Pau-
lin (Livonia/Farmington Hills
Mercy) cement that confidence.

Van Deusen led Madonna in
kills with 681 (a 415 kill per-
centage, 4.3 a game) and in
blocks with 428 (3.16 & game)
during the regular scason. Mer-
tin wos next in both, with 527
kills (and a team-best 463 aver-
?ges.)&z a game) and 310 blocks

2.

Paulin led the Crusaders in
digs (801 total, 5,89 per game)
and was third in kills (340, .332,
2.6), while Wood was sccond In
digs {576, 4.6) while collecting

- 306 kills (.281), McCausland

had a strong all.around sceson
with 265 kills (312, 2.0}, 295
digs (2.2) and 251 blocks (1.96).

Pilut was extremely impres-
sive at setter, totaling 1,675 as-
sists to kills (12.8 per game).
She also had 340 digs (2.6).

“The key is simple,” said
Abraham. “We have to maintain
a good, sound defense, and pass
and serve well, And we have to
block at our beat,”

If the Crusaders keep focused
on the goal at hand, those keys
can be reached. Which could
take them a long way toward an
NAIA title, and onother step up
the athletic Indder for Madonna.
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‘The Harrison team that lost to
Rice wasn't the same one I saw
hold Glenn to 107 yards and
scoreless for four quarters eight
days earlicr. It was Wednesday of
the next week before his players
had their feet back on the ground,
Herrington said,

The Glenn game was a big
game for Harrlgon, which had lost
to the Rockets earlier, and the
Western Lokes Activities Associ.
ation title was at stake,

For Rice, the Harrison game
woe the championship game it
didn't get to ploy in the Catholic
League. Rice had to win to get in
the playofls; Harrison didn't. The
Warriors had everything to gain;
Harrison had nothing te lose.

Likewise, I suspect Rlce wasn’t
at the same emotional peak to
play Seaholm the next week, and I
doubit the Maoples, following their
14-13 upset of the Warriors, were
quite the snme team the next
week against Fraser.

1 think it was remarkeble Har-
rison pulled itself together after
its loss, continued its seoson an-
other four weeks and wen its sixth
state championship.

Unlike Catholle Central in
Class AA, both teams made the
playoffs and had the same oppor-
tunity, Harrison kept winning;
Rice didn’t,

The Warriors were huge favor-
ites going into the tournament,
and the way was wide open for the
other teams when Rice lost to
Seaholm.

There’s no doubt the Hawks,
anticipating a possible semifinal
rematch with the Warrlors,
received new life and were re-
charged mentally with that news.

In subsequent games, Harrison
soundly defeated the team
(Fraser) that defeated the team

playoff game. Furthermore, we
have a different AA champlon. CC
gets in the playoffs instead “of
Fordson, and we most Jlkely have
an all-Observerland final between
Glenn and CC.

U

with small kids, There was a littls 2
less pressure, because teams like ™
the '88 team were expected to win
every game end win by blg
scores.” -
The Hawks will probably face a™
different but famillar situation at =%

tod

that defeated Rice. In the four
weeks of the tournament, the
Hawks were clearly the best team
in Class A,

What if department

When Harrison and Dearborn
Fordson entered the ninth-game
crossover agrcement with the
Catholic League in 1992, the
Hawks had won the Class BB
title and were considered the No,
1 team in Michigan overall,

Harrison was perceived as the
more powerful of the two and was
matched with the third-place
team in the Central Division,
Fardson the fourth-place team,

It has been suggested here pre-
viously it should have been the
other way around since Fordson is
the bigger school, If that had been
the case this year, consider what
might have been:

Rice and Fordson (the eventual
AA champion) would have played,
with each needing a win to get in
the playoffs.

1f Fordson wins, the Rice-Har-
rison [ssue is a moot point, The
Warriors are done and nobody
doubts Harrison is the best team,

If Rice wins, the same holds

the start of next season, They will §
have a number of three-year start: ™
ers back, including fullback Nick

Willlams  and recever Kevin
Bryant, and tailback Scott Gurké
gained an extra semester of eligic %
bility after suffering a knee injury;

“I'm sure we'll be rated in the |

At the start of the year, one
might hove thought the Hawks
were a year away from winning
another atate title,

I think everybody knew they
had talent and would be better.
But Harrison was coming off a 4-6

season, and there were some be £ the="
questions thot noeded to be an-  ibyery e naen becnuse of the3;
swered, o

Herrington said. "

“But prescason rankings don't
guarantee anything, We have ta 4,
keep the team hungry with the -,
same deslre to win the champion.
ship as they had this year."

That leads to another question -z
I've frequently been asked in the
last week, How does Harrlson 4:
monege to do it, being a public -.;
school?

The short answer is the pro- _
gram, of which coaching is a largs
part. Herrington and Bob Sutter },
have been doing the same things
for more than 20 years, which
gives the program continuity and o
stability, .

“People are always looking for'.,
other reasons,”

When the Hawke beat Dear-
born Divine Child in the first
game, [ knew they had potential.
When they played well (but lost
24-19) ogainst Glenn the next
week, they more resembled the
old Harrison teams then a 4-5
team. When they beat Northville
21-6 in the third game, I believed
anything was possible and it was.

e Hawks won the champion-
ship without any all-staters — no
Mill Coleman, John Miller or Roy
Granger — and without much
size, but they were still as effee.
tive as past Harrison teams,

““WVe proved you don't need a lot
of superstars on a team,” Herring-
ton said, “If you pley with a good
team concept, you can get the job
dane, To win the title (with just
one 200-pound linemen) speaks
well for what kids can do with

school and the kids are recruited.
But if they came and looked at

true because Seaholm upsets Rice
and there’s no Harrison-Rice

HaWkS from page 1B

the facts they would know differ- |

“It was like 1981 when we won  ¢ntly.” .

PR
Wl

Teld

to reclaim the division crown,
which they had held from 1982~
1

91

“We had to win that game to
have a shot at the winning the
league,” Herrington snid, “We
knew nobady else was going to
beat them, and that was the key
win.

“Winning the league was as big
a challenge 08 anything, maybe
more so than the state. Being able
to beat Northville and (Class AA
runner-up Westland) John Glenn
was & great accomplishment.”

The Hawks lose a good many
senlor atarters but not all as they
did after winning the Class BB
champlonship in 1991.

Shaieb, Bryant, Williams,
Struble, Granger, Marc Lesper-
ance, Jefferson and Hensel will be

returning starters next year, and
the Hawks will have Scott Gurke
back, too,

Gurke started at tailback and
defensive end last year but in-
jured a knee in the presesson. He
was granted an extra semester of
eligibility and will be able to play
again next fall,

Herrington said the University
of Michigan doctors, who per-
formed surgery on Gurke's knee,
told him Gurke is one of the fost-
est recovering patients they've
had with that type of injury,

“We'll have three Division 1
proapects next year, which i cx-
ceptional,” said Herrington, refer-
ring to Gurke, Willlams and
Bryant. "So we think we should
be a very strong team.”

Gurke's return will present a

-

nice dilemma for Herrington —
‘Who to play at tailback? Granger
started there all year, but Wil.
liams was a huge success in the
playoffs running from that posi-
tion.

“We can use all three of them
in our offense,” Herrington said.
Gurke and Williams can play up-
back, Granger and Gurke swing.
back. The Hawks also have a fine
sophomore running back moving

50 valuable to us this year.”
Herrington will move junio
Jake Lawson, who played mon.
sterback on defense and is
catcher on the baseball team,
from upback to quarterback, He'
and freshman Kevin Bambenek,
who led the JV team to a 7-2 sea-

son and the WLAA title, will con- |

game,” Herrington said. “The. |
quarterback is the key in big :
games, and that's why Pesci wax~ |

up from the JV team in Jeff As-  tend for the job. "

chofl, “We definitely should be able™ ¢
R to run the ball,” Herrington sald,

Quarterback priority “but in crucial situstions we still:s }

But Herrington's big task fn hi .
the off scason will be to develop a
quarterback who can lead the
team like Pesci did.

“We have no quarterback who
has thrown & pnss in a varsity

Bryant. He's going to be a big”!
threat, and we have to meke sure |
we have someone who can get him

the ball.” -
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Get up-to-the minute Open House information] s
Listed by city, on our easy to use voice telephone directory, just call from any touch tone telephone and

Rarney Derd
CROWN CONTRAGTING, INC

42310 W. 10 Mite, Novi

427-398l
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hear the latest real estate information —it’'s as easy as 1-2-3.

u Call 953-2020 from any teuch tone telephone

n'l'o hear listings in Oakland County PRESS 4, in Wayne County PRESS 2 and for Additional Areas PRESS 3,
press the number tollowing the city you are inlerested in:

Bond
Seminar

‘Flie West Bloomfiehd Public Schools'
bond issue, recently approved by vot-
ers, will be sald 1o investors on or
abowt Tuesday, December 14, 1993,

serrrnain

Kemnper § lie. as Senior M
will offer a free seminar, open to the publie, with:

Len Elder
Investiment Consultant
Kemper Securitics' Binmingham oflice

Orchard Lake Middle School Media Center
6000 Orchatd Lake Road
Tuesday, Decermber 7, 1993 ¢ 7:00 P.M,

Mr. Eilder will discuss the bonds from an investment point of view and
attendees will have the opportunity to register for information on the
bonds when thiey are offered for sale®,

(313) 6442100
255 5. Woardward Avenue « Suite 150 « Binmingham, Mi 48009
*Subject to sxnlabiliry.

Kemper Securitics, Inc,
Member NYSE« Meniber SINC
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