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The world's
most beloved
ballet comes to

A" ) the big screen
©»Y this holiday sca-
R Pl son,
-Angels and sugarplums, candy

canes and mice, a prince, a young
gitl, & mysterious old man, ond a
Christmas tree that grows and
grows, all set the stage for
“George Balanchine’s The Nut-
cracker”,

~The film, naw showing at metro
Detroit movie theaters, combines
the grace of the New York City
Ballet perfurmance with the
bright-eyed innocence of Macnu-
lay Culkin to create an entertain-
ing holidny offering for all ages.

sTaken from the classic E.T.A.

mysterious godfather, Herr Dros-
selmeicr. That night the young
girl finds hersell in a strange
world governed by Herr Drossel-
meier. As toys, furniture and the
Christmas trec grow, mice creep
out of the shadows to haunt her,

The Nutcracker, who has heen
transformed into a live soldier,
wages battle with the Mouse King
and carsies Marie off to a snowy
forest where she awakens to find
her Nutcracker has become a
handsome prinee. The two are led
to a mystical, magical place.

"The Nuteracker” marked its
100th anniversary in 1992, Origi-
nally presented at the Maryinsky
Theatre in St. Petershurg, the
ballet is the work of French-born

her Marjus Petipa and

Peter Ilyitch

‘I‘u tale, Balanchine's “The
Nu Ker” s, ling to
Balanchine, *“a serious thing
wiapped in a fairy tale,”

“In the story, young Maric
Stphlbaum is given a nutcracker
doll on Christmas Eve by her

the
Tachaikovsky. The ballet received
harsh criticism at its beginning,
but has lived on as a classic holi-
day trent,

The New York City Ballet first
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performed “The Nuteracker” in
1954,

Principal dancers of the New
Yark City Ballet head the cast of
the movie version. Darci Kistler
plays the Sugarplum Fairy, Dam.
ian Woctzel as the Cavalicr, Kyra
Nichols as Dowdrop and Bart
Robinson Cook ns Here Drosscl.
meier.

Jessica Lynn Cohen, 12, makes
her debut as Marie, She was
tapped for the role after producers
watched hundreds of versions of
the bollet. A strong athlete,
Cohen rejected ballet lessons at
the age of three, In 1989, however,
she tried out for and was accepted
by the School of American Ballet.
She was 8 years old, Cohen per-
formed the role of Marie for two
seasons with the New York City
Ballet and also performed in pro-
ductions of “The Sleeping Beau-
ty" and “Little Red Riding

Hood." She attends classes at the
School of Ethical Culture in New
York,

Culkin, a former student at the
School of American Ballet, was
the firat choice of producers for
the part of the Nutcracker Prince.
Culkin hod performed the ballet
twice with the Scheol, but in a
different role. His father had per.
formed the role of the Nuteracker
Prince in the 19508, Culkin is
best known ns he fenrleas youth
in “Home Alone” and “Home
Alone 2",

The original choreography, sets
and costumes were preserved for
this movie version of the ballet,
The entire production was filmed
on o theater stage at the Perform-
ing Arts Center at the State Uni-
versity of New York at Purchase.

The film was completed during
a period of 25 days.

“George Balanchine's The Nut-
cracker”, is nn Elektra Entertain-
ment/Regency Enterprises pres-
entation.

Movie brings magic of “The Nutcracker’ to life

Magical film:
Bart Robin-
son Cook
(right) as

Herr Dros-
selmeier
watches as

his nephew,
played by
Macaulay =
Culkin, sees =,
Marie,
played by
Jessica Lynn
Cohen, put
her beloved -
Nutcracker
to bed. =
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ARTIUR GRACE:

Nanny: Robin Wil-
liams in disguise as an
% elderly British woman
< in “Mrs, Doubtfire.”

Send us recipes for ‘his’ specialty

We have no doubt that men
enn coak, so in the spirit of the
movie, “Mrs. Doubtfire,” we're
offering oven mitts to the first
50 men who send us a recipe for
their apecialty,

We're looking for recipes for
chili, spaghetti, soup, stenk —
entrees that are “his specialty,”
and desserts too.

We'll print the best recipes in
the Taste section on Dec, 18,
Men who submit the best four
recipes of the bunch will also
receive a “Mrs.  Doubtfire,”
aweat shirt,

So come on guys, get cooking,
and send us those recipes.

B We'll print the best
recipes in the Taste
section on Dec, 13.

Send recipes to: Keely Wygo-
nik, Taste/Entertninment edi.
tor, Observer & Eccentrle
Newspapers, 36251 Schoaleraft,
Livonia MI 48150. If you have
any questions, call 953-2106.

“Mrs. Doubtfire,” now show-
ing at metro Detrolt movie the-
aters, stars Robin Williams as
Daniel Hillard, an out-of-work
voiceover actor, who will do
anything to be with his three

children.

Unfortunately, the things
that his kids love about him —
his wild sense of humor, his
earefree view of life — arc traita
which prevent him from being
the husband his wife Miranda
(Sally Field) needs him to be.

After 14 years of morriage she
has asked for a divorce and hos
been granted temparary custody
of the children, in spite of Dan-
iel's emotional protests. So
when Miranda advertises for o
housekeeper, the clever hut des-
perate Daniel, disguises himsell
as an ¢lderly British woman,
angl gets the job.

You’ll want to nit the road with ‘Josh and S.A.M.’

BY AP NEWSFEATURES

-;From Bing and Bob to Butch
and Sundance to Thelma and
Louise, movie couples have been
hitting the rond in search of —
whatever. Of all the road pictures,
none more bizarre has come along
than “Josh and S.A.M.”

. Boy runaways are nothing new,
But what about 7- and 12.ycar.
olds who drive from Texas to Can.
oda? It's a stretch, and along the
way believability quotients hit
new lows, But two gifted young
actors, Jacob Tierney and Nosh
Fleiss, are so engaging that you're
campellcd to go along with them.

The first half-hour of “Josh and
S,AM." makes you think you
have blundered into some sitcom
ahout disjolnted families. Josh
and Sam ere troubled hoys tossed
back and forth by their divorced
{mrem.s. ‘The mother (Joan Allen)
dives in Colifornin and is more
“concerned with her French boy-
friend (Ronald Guttman) than
with her sons,

The Fiorida father (Stephen

- REVIEW

Tobolowsky) has a new wife and
two stepsons who taunt Josh ns a
“homa,” Dispatched back to their
mother, Josh and Sam have o
forced landing in Dallas. After an
adventure in which Josh fears he
has killed a man, he and his little
brother take off for Canndn, The
movic also takes off.

Josh has convinced Sam that
he is, in fact, a S.A.M, (hence the
confusing acrenym of the title), It
stands for Strategicolly Altered
Mutant, a child donated by his
parents to the Pentagon to be pro-
grammed a3 a future warrior, The
anly way to excape the program-
ming is to reach Canada, outside
the Pentagon’s control.

The pair manoge to drive their
stolen red sportscar, dodging con.
cerned adults and suspicious cops
along the way. They encounter a
hitchhiking runaway (Martha
Plimpton) who becomes their
unwilling accomplice in the trek.

If you've scen a new movie
lately, either good or bad, we
want to hear from you,

Call Keely Wygonik, Enter-
tainment cditor, 953-2105,
to comment on nowly released \(J
movies. If you reach her voice
mail, leave your comments,
name, cily and day-time phone
number. To fax comments, dial
§81-7279. Or write: Entertain-
ment Editor, Obscrver &
Eececntric Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia, M 48150.

Q

The end of the journey comes ns
no surprise, but it's suitably
heartwarming.

With his soulful dark eyes and
expressive face, Canadian Jacob
Tierney caeries the film with a
wide range of emotion. He has
real star quolity, Newcomer Nooh
Flelss acts like a veteran, without
the preciousness of some child
performers. Martha Plimpton al-
fards an iden) counterpoint to the
bickering brothers.

UPCOMING MOVIES

‘There’s something for everyone
at the movies. Here’s a list of
what's in the wings:

B Opening Friday, Dec. 3:

 “A Dangerous Woman” — An
emotionally chorged love triangle
revolving around a woman and
her socially awkward niece with
an inability to lie. Stars Debra
Winger, Barbara Hershey and Ga-
briel Byrne.

“Equinox” — The story of
identical twins, separated at birth

.30 yeors earilier, and their indi.

vidual struggles to survive in the
city of Empire. Stars Matthew
Modine, Lara Flynn Boyle, and
Tyra Ferrell,
¥ “Rescue Me” — A comedy/ad-
venture about a young hoy team-
ing up with a good hearted smug-
gler to rescue the girl of his
dreams, Stars Michae! Dudikofl
and Ami Dolenz.
& Opening Friday, Dec. 10:
‘Houschold Saints,” — Exelu.
sively at AMC Abbey, a mystical
fable set in New York’s Little Ita-
1y in the 19508 spans 22 years in
the lives of three women in en

Italian-American fomily, Stars
Tracey Ullman, Vincent
D'Onofrio.

B “Wild West" — Exclusively at
Main Art Theatre, an outrageous

comedy about a Pakistani British

country-western band who

dreams of becoming the latest®
rage in Nashville. Stars Sarita-
Choudhury and Ravi Kapoor.

B “Sister Act 2" — Sequel to the'
original reunites lounge singer-
Deloris VanCartier  (Whoppi

Goldberg) with her twist n’ shout
sisters in an effort to form a choir -
aut of a rag tag bunch of street
tough kids.
® “Wayne's World 2" — Qur fa-"
vorite cable access hosts, Wayne

and Garth, try to state Aurora-
Illinois’ marathon rock concert,-
Waynestack. Stars Dana Carvey,-
Christopher  Walken, and Tia

Carrere, c

M “Geronimo: An American Leg-
end” —- Focuses on the final
months of the U.S, Army’s cam-

paign to capture the Geronimo.

The film tells the classic story of

the events leading to the surren-

der of the legendary Apache lead-

er. Stars Jason Patric, Robert Du-

valt and Gene Hackman.

R Opening, Friday, Dec. 17:

B “The Pelican BrieP® — A

suspense thriller baged on the

best-sclling novel of the sane

name by John Grisham. Stars Ju-,

lia_Roberts, Denzel Washington

and Sam Shepard,

Frank Deesc’s script
like the countty reads the boys
travel, but he has written two be.
lievable roles for the young actars.
Film editor Billy Weber in his di-
recting debut handles the young-
sters with understanding, Credit
also should go to Don Burgess for
hiv photography of the West's
scenic beauty.

“Josh and S.A.M.” was pro-
duced by Castle Rock Entertain.
ment for Columbia Pictures, The
producer was Martin Brest,

"“Josh and S.AM."” is now
showing at these suburban movie
theaters; AMC Abbey, AMC
Southfield City, AMC Wonder-
land, Nov Town Centre and Unit-
ed Artists Fairlane.

Chuistmas i Plymouth ...

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
Dec. 3,4 &5

Hours: Fri. & Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12-5
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Plymouth Cultural Center
525

Farmer

For more information call 455-6620
Show sponsored by The City of Plymouth Dept. of Parks & Recreation
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