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OBITUARIES

ROBERT KOURTAK!S

Mr, Kourtakls, 27, a sportswriter,
suthor and former resident of
Farmington Hills, died Nov, 24 in
Tarrytown, N.Y.

Mr. Kourtakis, a 1984 graduate
of North Farmington High
School, was a hemophiliac who
contracted AIDS through contam.
inated blood products.

He wrote “Behind The Green
Curtain" — a book that looked
into steroid use and academic
failure in the Michigan State Uni-
versity footbal] program, Before
moving to the East Const, he was
the neslstant sports editor for the
Port Huron Times.

Survivors include his wife,
Kim; mother, Roberta; brother,
Anthony.

A memorial service will be Sat-
urday, Dec. 4, at 10:30 a.m. in St.
George Greek Orthodox Church
on Woodward Avenue in Bloom-
field Township.

ROQER VECELLIO
Mr. Vecellio, 55, of Livonia died
Nov. 23 in William

the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers, Local 68 for
the post 35 years.

As a member of the Detroit
Yacht Club since 1973, he partici.
pated in annual DYC outings for
handicapped children. His con.
cemn for people extended outside
the realm of his family and into
the cumm\m

oy|| + 1,

worked for Burroughs for 20
years, She was a member of the
Eastern Star and Burroughs Re-
tired Women's Club,

Survivers include her son, Har.
lan of Farmington Hills; daugh-
ter, Betty Jo Carron of Royal Oak;
aister, Bonnie Szymborski of De-
t;’olt' four grnndchildxen and
three g

sister and two L
children,

Mass was celebrated Nov. 27 at
St. Gerald Catholic Church with
The Rev. Gerald McEnhill offici-
ating. Burial was in Holy
Sepulchre Cemetery, Southfield.

Arrangements were made by
Lhe 'I"huycr.l'(nck Funeral Home,

ers; 13 grand-

Man;
bcnef ted from his generosity. He
was on active participant in the
P.LM.E. Missionaries, the Boy
Scouts of America, March of
Dimes and often supplied build-
ing materin)s for various projects
including the playscape at Gill
Elementary School in Farming-
ton.

Survivors include his wife,
Joanne; son, Mark; daughter, Cin-
dy; mother, Iris; brother, Ray-
mond; sister, Motllyn Testa,

Mass was celebrated Nov, 27 ot
St. Scholastica Church, Detroit.
Memorials may be made to the
Nattona! Kidney Foundation of
Michigan/NC Direct Patient Ser-
vices Program, 2350 South Huron

A ia) service will be Dec.
gorFpm Gt The

may be made to the American
Lung Association.

Arrangements were made by
the Thayer-Rock Funeral Home,
Farmingten.

GELTRUDE GRASSI
Mrs. Grassi, 60, of Farmington
Hills died Nov. 25.

Born in Itely, Mrs. Grassi was a
homemaker.

Survivors include her husband,
Dino; sons, Johneatlo, Angelo,
Dino and Joey; daughters, Nancy
Grassi, Dolores Spencer, Loreda-

Pnrkwuy, Ann Arbor 48104,

Hospital, Royal Quak, of 11,

tions after a kidney unnsplnm.

Mr. Vecellio was an electrical
contractor and president of R-V
Electrle in Farmington. He was a
graduate of Catholic Central High
School, class of 1956,

He served in the United States
Army stationed at Fort Belvoir,
Va. He was an active member of

were made by
the Heeney-Sundquist Funeral
Home, Farmington.

n
BARBARAE. JENKS

Mrs. Jenks, 74, of Royal Oak died
Nov, 26 in Providence Hospital,
Southfield.

Born in Detroit, Mrs. Jenks
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If you are a discerning
individual who likes one of a
kind quality, custom design
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why shop anywhere else?
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LESTER ROWE
Mr. Rowe, 67, of Formi died

i died Nov. 29 in Prov-
idence Hospital, Southfield.

Born in Detroit, Mr. Burmaster
was a retired industrial enginecr
for Dodge Truck Division of
Chrysler Corp. He was a former
member of the Fermington Elks
Lodge.

Mr. Burmaster was a veteran of
World War 11 serving with the
U.S. Army in the For East.

Survivors Include his daughter,
Sharon Cardeccia; brother,

sen nnd Helen Miller; two grand
children.

Mass was celcbrated today a
St. Patrick Catholic Church,
Brighton, with the Rey, Thomas .
W. Thompson officiating. Burial
will be in Holy Sepulchre Ceme-.
tery, Southfield. s

Memorials may be made to the
American Heart Association or | o
St. Patrick Church, Armngemcnu
were made by the Keehn Funeml <
Home, Brighton. N

Nov. 26 in Garden City Hospital.

Born in Magnet, Ind., Mr. Rowe
worked for the National Guard.

Survivors include his brothers,
Everett and Raymond; sister,
Almo Parker; several nieces and
nephews,

Services were Nov. 29 at the
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral
Home, Farmington, with The
Rev, Gregory E. Rowe officinting.

LAWRENCE L. BURMASTER
Mr. Burmaster, 76, formerly of

You will, too,

More calls than metros I

Robert Mira sofd his truck with an Observer & Eccentric ad. "l rocelved
many more calls than either Detroit newspaper,” he told us,
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Meet a

couple of od

war heros.

A couple of old war heros marched into the First Baule of
Bull Run in 1861 and lived to tell about it. They canied young
Michigin Captain William Withington into a bloody battle.
They caught the red dirt as he collapsed from a gunshot
wound, And endured six long months imprisoned behind
cnemy lines. But these boots definitely shined as the Captain
received his Congressional Medal of Honae

An old war hiero's story is just one path you'll take by joining
the Historical Sociery of Michigan. Since 1828, this group has
been dedicated 1o preserving Michigan's past for a richer future.

Become a member and join in our entightening conferences
and mectings and receive Socicty publications. Come along

onrips to historical sites and museutns and meet new members
and friends. It's a jouncy well wonh taking
Formone membershipinformation, please call: (800) 437-1828

Take a walk through history.

The Historical Society
of Michigan T

Established i

n 1828
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